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KrF’s values and ideology 

The Christian Democratic Party of Norway (KrF) builds its policies on Christian values and the Christian Democratic ideology. Our values are based on the Christian view of man, love for your fellow neighbor and stewardship. 

KrF is a value-oriented party. The Christian view of man is to characterize our views on all political issues and binds us to radical care for our fellow neighbor and just management of the world’s resources. 

Put together KrF’s values and ideology represents a third way in politics. The good society is created through cooperation between the individual, the State, as well as private and volunteer activity. These communities contribute to the distribution of power throughout society thereby avoiding centralized power on few individuals and structures.

Values

The Christian view of man

Every single human being has infinite value and inviolable rights from conception to natural death. The right to life is the most basic of these rights, and is an absolute condition for the others. The individual has unique value in itself, and must never be reduced to a means to achieve an end. Human worth must not be graded, neither according to age, performance, opinions, gender, sexual orientation, place of residence, skin color, faith nor philosophy. 

Love for your fellow neighbor

The idea of love for your fellow neighbor is based on the fact that all human beings are of equal value. Decisions that affect other people must be based on respect and recognition of this equal value. Love for your fellow neighbor implies radical solidarity, and demands action. It concerns all men, and knows no territorial borders.

Stewardship

Man has the responsibility to manage the creation in a responsible manner. This applies to natural resources as well as human and economic ones. Nature gives us great possibilities and a big responsibility. Resources must be used in accordance with the critical levels of nature. Goods are to be justly distributed based on the idea that all men are of equal value. We are obliged to protect the basis of our existence, so we may pass on to our descendants a planet that, at the very least, equals in quality to the one we were given from our descendants.

Chistian Democratic Ideology

KrF is a Christian Democratic party. Our ideological principles, which guide our policies, are founded on our three core values: the Christian view of man, love for your fellow neighbor and stewardship. These are all found in the Bible. Our goal is to create a society in which each person enjoys a high quality of life. The ideological principles in our Christian Democratic ideology are: a comprehensive view of man and equality, community and diversity, proximity and subsidarity, solidarity and stewardship. 

A comprehensive view of man and equality

Christian Democracy views man as a single individual in need of a community. Man is unique in its capabilities and needs, has a social-oriented nature and seeks relations with others. Participation in the community develops and challenges the individual. The community must create room for every single individual and appreciate human diversity. In the Christian Democratic ideology the single person is in focus. Each person has his/her own psychological, physical, social and economical starting point. The Christian view of man binds us to see each person’s unique abilities and needs.
The comprehensive view of man in Christian Democracy strongly emphasizes personal characteristics and freedom. However, personal freedom implies personal responsibility. One person’s freedom must never be exercised at the expense of  our neighbor’s equal right to freedom.

The comprehensive view of man in Christian Democracy emphasizes that man has both spiritual and cultural needs. It is therefore important to create a society in which all people may freely practice their religion or life philosophy. An active cultural life and a living spiritual life provide safety, identity and openness towards diversity. The Christian Democratic ideology seeks to counterbalance cultural unidirectionality. All human beings are of equal value. This basic view in the Christian Democratic ideology implies a continued fight against discrimination and exploitation.

Community and diversity

The Christian Democratic ideology seeks to build a welfare society as opposed to a welfare state. All men are participants in society, and must have equal opportunity to contribute with their abilities and properties. The welfare society is based on active cooperation between the public, private and volunteer sectors, and must be marked by values such as equality, care, community, solidarity, love for your neighbor and stewardship. 

The family is the most basic community in society. It is in the family that the first close relations develop and create fertile conditions for the growth of the individual. Every person holds a need to be part of such a close community. It is therefore important to provide families with the freedom to complete and develop in this role.

As humans we also seek community through volunteer organizations, institutions, working communities, religious communities, companies and congregations. The variety of communities constitutes a valuable diversity. The communities contribute to involvement and active participation amongst the population. They also meet people in their local environment.

Associations, clubs and other organizations perform an invaluable task for society. Together with the public and private sectors these associations contributes to create diversity in society. We want a diverse society where activities are governed by people, not the State, and where different beliefs, life philosophies and ideologies are expressed through solidarity, humanity and creativity.
Proximity and subsidiarity

The Christian Democratic ideology has as its goal that all political decisions should be made at the most suitable level of decision making, preferably at the lowest level possible. This means that decisions are to be made as close as possible to the people they affect. At the same time, the need for proximity must safeguard the inclusion in decision making of as many as possible of the ones affected by the decisions. The principle of proximity concerns the distribution of power and decision-making authority, and it leads to limitations on the use of state intervention. Subsidiarity implies that the community acts as support and help for people in need. The fundamental idea is that public authorities or private initiatives are to support the natural and self-governing communities of society when so needed. When doing tasks that the individual and the family do not manage on their own, they need the help of public authorities in order to protect the individual and secure its place in the community. The principle of subsidiarity acknowledges that we are dependent on each other as fellow men and that everyone needs a community in which to be cared for. 

Solidarity

Solidarity signifies equality, justice, services, care and a willingness to share. The Christian love for your neighbor is a solidarity that is more radical than the kind that stems from justice alone. Solidarity is without territorial borders. It applies at local, regional, national and international levels, and includes all groups in our generation, as well as the ones that are coming after us. 

The society does not constitute a line of detached institutions with responsibility only for themselves. Individuals, the family, the State, nations and other groups have a responsibility to show solidarity. The principle of solidarity correlates with the society and the individual. The individual must know its responsibility towards society as well as displaying, according to his/her own abilities, a personal effort to help other members of the community.
The principle of subsidarity deepens the principle of solidarity by establishing that everybody has a responsibility in relation to each other. This means that institutions and groups in society not only have a responsibility towards themselves. The principle of solidarity and subsidarity seen in correlation implies that where someone fails, others must step in to take the responsibility. It is also about making decisions at a level where solidarity includes as many people as possible. 

Stewardship

Man has been given the responsibility to manage the earth to the best of his ability. In the Christian Democratic ideology this implies that we must create a just distribution of resources and manage the environment in a sustainable manner. 

Sustainable development is a key-word in stewardship. We must make sure that economic, industrial and consumer development are in balance with ecology, in other words, with what the environment can handle. In Christian Democracy, one-sided economic gains may not be prioritized over ecological and social development. Economic growth is not a goal in itself. Without major changes in production and consumption patterns and a radically changed global distribution, continued economic growth is incompatible with a just and sustainable development. Good stewardship is about managing the economic and natural resources we have been given in a forward-looking manner. 

The world’s natural resources are limited. There are limits as to how large the resource consumption may be within the framework of sustainable development. We must therefore calculate how much of the world’s resources each citizen of the world has a “right to” consume.
Human worth,
the person and the community

The right to life 

All men have inviolable value by virtue of being human. Human worth cannot be measured according to age, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation or functionality. This means that all people have equal claim on the same rights, possibilities and legal protection. 

The right to life is the most basic of all human rights. To KrF the right to life applies from conception to natural death. Our goal is a child and parent friendly society  with welfare measures that make it easy for pregnant women to decide to keep their child. Simultaneously, we must strengthen the effort to prevent unwanted pregnancies.
KrF wants a complete turnaround of today’s legislation and replace the abortion law with a law that secures the right to life for the unborn child. However, KrF does not want to go back to a committee system. Instead we want a new law using the fetus’ right to life as its foundation. Decisions in connection with life and health are to be made through dialogue between patient and doctor. Our model does not remove all ethical dilemmas. There will, no matter the law, be difficult decisions that must be made in dialogue between medical personnel and the individual. KrF does not want a debate were the exceptions and dilemmas become decisive for the argument as a whole.

Young women

The fight for the unborn child is about saying yes to a society that facilitates having children, also when the ”timing isn’t right” because of social circumstances, economic reasons, studies or career. Most abortions in Norway are undertaken by women in the ages of 20-24. Economic support schemes and access to kindergarten places must be shaped to encourage as many as possible to keep the child. Students that become pregnant must be secured practical and economic support in order to be able to complete the pregnancy, while having a progression in their studies that is as normal as possible. Women facing difficult decisions must be offered guidance, and support to carry out the pregnancy.

KrF wants to strengthen the prevention of unwanted pregnancies. The effort of preventing abortions must involve good sex education in school, easily available school health services and access to free contraception, including guidance in how to use it.  

The right to live a dignified life

The right to life commits the public health service and the society as a whole to make sure that everyone is given the opportunity to live a life in dignity and experience a dignified death. We want to create a public health service that gives patients and relatives the opportunity to experience valuable time together at the end of life. Patients with terminal illnesses need comprehensive services in which they are offered relieving care and not least get various needs attended to, including the existential and spiritual ones.

Selection of human beings

Along with the debate on abortion in Norway there is an ongoing debate about selection of human life. Medical science makes it possible to know more and more about the fetus, at an earlier and earlier stage. In principle, this knowledge is positive since it may be used in early treatment. However, when this knowledge is used to remove fetuses that are handicapped or have serious illnesses, through the use of late-term abortions, it is grading and selection of human beings based on their abilities. KrF wants to tighten the legislation regarding abortion in cases where the fetus has aberrations or reduced functional abilities.

KrF wants to protect human worth through necessary ethical limits on science.

Every human being is unique. Therefore it is our opinion that growing a new life as merely a means to treat another is wrong.  Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGD, genetic screening of embryos prior to implantation) gives us many opportunities for early treatment, but also raises some of the most difficult ethical questions regarding biotechnology. KrF does not accept the idea that it should be possible to ”design” human beings with certain abilities to create a certain type of individual, neither as means to treat others nor for scientific purposes.

KrF wants to:

· establish the right to life by constitutional law. 

· replace today’s law on induced abortion with a law securing legal protection of the unborn child.

· establish economic and practical schemes making it easier for young women to carry out pregnancies.

· establish an information and guidance program, that all women seeking abortion must undergo before it is carried out, in which the physical as well as the psychological repercussions are discussed. 

· establish a guidance service for pregnant women in difficult situations that is to give information regarding opportunities of economic and practical support, give advice on education and career possibilities as well as offer help in a difficult situation. 

· provide state support to Amathea and other organizations that offer guidance to pregnant women.

· provide obligatory counseling for all women considering abortion (in accordance with current legislation). A woman has the right to an informed choice, consequently pregnant women and couples must be ensured counseling that secures this. The counseling must be offered in good time before the possible abortion.

· strengthen guidance in the use of contraception, and towards young people in particular, as well as securing good access by extending the system of free contraception to include 24-year-olds. 

· make sure that youth are offered help to establish boundaries and make thoroughly considered choices through good sex education in school. The education should preferably be given by the school health services.
· increase research and openness regarding the causes behind the choice to undergo an abortion as well as the effects of these choices.

· offer all women choosing abortion follow-up after the procedure as many experience psychological repercussions after the abortion.

· provide pregnant women economic security through an increase in the grants given when giving birth by increasing it to 2G(2 times the base amount in the national insurance), as well as providing students that become pregnant with more flexible support systems.

· maintain the right for health personnel to refuse participation in abortions. 

· build more relieving units (hospice places) in the municipalities.

· provide for more ambulant medical teams that can provide relieving treatment at home in the final phases of life.

· provide enough resources to the public health service to ensure help to life as opposed to euthanasia (help to die) to people at the end of life.

· increase emphasis on care at the end of life in the graduate and postgraduate studies of health personnel.

· maintain the ban on therapeutic cloning.

· increase research on stem cells from born individuals and ban research on embryos.

· ban the use of cells from fetuses of induced abortions in research.

· maintain today’s ban on the use of genetic information in research.

· contain the system of artificial insemination within responsible limits and aim towards both egg and sperm to originate from the parents.

· provide quality genetic guidance to people receiving genetic testing funded by the State.

Family policy

The family is the most basic social unit of society. It is the most important arena of belonging, closeness and community, and is the safe framework around childhood and adolescence. In the family the child experience care, builds its first relations and learns about necessary cooperation between people. The society has a responsibility to take care of, and protect the family. Creating the best possible conditions of growth for the children is at the center of KrF’s family policy.

Flexibility and the freedom of choice

Many parents find it difficult to have enough time to spend with their children, and have a good balance between working and domestic life. As a result, KrF wants to make the daily round easier by introducing a flexible system of parental leave consisting of 68 weeks (16 months) to take care of your children. The leaves of absence must be used before the child turns 10 years old, and should be freely divided with the exception of 10 weeks set aside for the mother and 10 weeks for the father.

Many arrange matters so that one of the parents is at home, or has a reduced position at work while the children are young. If this parent becomes sick or injured it often brings about grave difficulties in everyday life. KrF wants to expand the system providing an opportunity to stay at home with sick children to include the sickness of the other parent beyond the self-certificate days (egenmeldingsdagene).

The society is to arrange for the needs of the family, and focus on providing a safe childhood and adolescence. The families have various challenges and opportunities, and must have the freedom of choice to organize everyday life as they find it best. It is important to arrange support schemes to make it possible for fathers and mothers of young children to combine domestic and working life. Today women must work at least 6 months after a leave of absence to care for a child in order to have the right to another period of maternity leave for a second child. We must establish a system of “sibling bonuses” that establishes the right to maternity grants when there is little time since last birth. If there is less than 24 months between pregnancies one must receive the same maternity grants for both. 

Single parents have extra challenges when caring for their children. We need practical and economic arrangements that can make everyday life easier and better for these families. Therefore, KrF wants to increase the tax deduction for taking care of children in families with more than one child.

The cash benefit for parents of children below the age of 3 (kontantstøtten) is an important tool for a family-friendly society, and should be renewed and raised in order to give more families with young children the freedom of choice. In the long run the cash benefit must equal 50 percent of state expenses when providing a space in day-care. Men must be encouraged to use the system.

KrF wants flexible day-care services, adapted to the needs of the families. Everyone that wants a kindergarten place must be offered one. Kindergartens should be a place of safety and well-being for the children, a place where they develop through games, interaction and creative display. The kindergartens must cooperate with the parents for the best possible benefits for the children. It is also an important arena for integration of children from different cultures and children with special needs. The public kindergartens are to be rooted in a Christian and humanistic preamble. We must facilitate a flexible and diverse variation of high quality day-care opportunities. Private and public kindergartens must be provided equal treatment when it comes to state funding. All children must be offered a kindergarten place. The kindergartens must have good facilities, suitable surroundings and qualified personnel. A maximum limit for how long a child can be left at kindergarten must be established, similar to the regulations for adults found in the Working Environment Act. 

KrF wants to give all fathers better opportunity to spend time with their children by giving them independent rights to leave of absence with pay. KrF is of the opinion that fathers must have the right to 14 days of paid leave of absence in connection with birth.

Economic support schemes and the access to kindergarten places must be modeled with students and others not in active work while they have children in mind. Students that become pregnant must be provided with practical and economic support so they may complete the pregnancy, while also having a progression in their studies that is as normal as possible. The one-time maternity grant given when giving birth must be increased to 2G (2 times the base amount in the national insurance).
Adoption

In cases of adoption the society must create the best possible conditions we have to offer children. Children that are adopted have the right to both a mother and father. Adoption regulations must focus on what is best for the child, and be in accordance with international conventions. The adoption process must be simplified, shortened and the financial support must be increased to 1G.
Cohabitation, marriage and family guidance

KrF is of the opinion that all children have the right to both a mother and father, and that everyone has the right to know their biological heritage. Consequently, the marriage law, the adoption law, the child law and the law on biotechnology should all build on the principle that all children have the right to both a mother and father. KrF is committed to preserving the marriage between one man and one woman as it has proved to be the most stable framework for a child to grow up in. Additionally, marriage between a man and a woman as an institution has deep roots in faith and tradition around the world, independent of religion and life philosophy. On the other hand it is important to note that society has an obligation to preserve the legal and economic rights of children, no matter the relations of the parents. 

A break in cohabitation or marriage is a difficult task for everyone involved in it, especially for children. We need added support to counseling and other arrangements, if possible in cooperation with ideal organizations, helping families deal with problems that they encounter. The funds for family guidance must be increased to allow higher capacity for preventive work. Preventive work directed towards the family can decrease the number of children experiencing a break in relations between parents, and increases the likelihood for good cooperation between parents after a break-up. Consequently, family guidance should spend more time doing preventive work, not counseling alone.

KrF wants children to have as close contact as possible with both parents after a break-up. The conditions for shared place of residence to work well are that parents work together, and display openness to alter the arrangement if the child’s situation or its needs are changed. These criteria are rarely met in cases where the disagreements become so grave that decisions have to be made by the authorities. As a result, KrF is of the opinion that public courts and dispute resolution agencies should not be allowed to order joint custody of children.

Today, if the parents cannot agree on where the child should live, questions on parental responsibility, place of residence and visiting rights are decided at the lowest level in the Norwegian judicial system: District/City Court (Tingretten). KrF wants to consider whether or not these questions should be decided by the county social welfare boards.
KrF wants to take the challenges facing teenage mothers seriously. Adolescence can be a challenge for families, and they might be in need of extra help and guidance. KrF wants a trial arrangement with an acute state of readiness/a helpline in cases of emergency related to problems in relations, conflicts and so on. This service can be offered by the family guidance offices which already have competence in this area.
Many children and youths with a multi-cultural background experience the conflict between tradition and culture at home and expectations from society as especially challenging. Successful integration and inclusion builds on respect for different cultures and life philosophies. Schools and kindergartens must emphasize good relations with parents. 

Safety for vulnerable children

Some children need the help of the child welfare authorities in order to be provided a secure childhood and adolescence. Adequate competence and resources to child welfare authorities are absolute conditions to be able to provide these children with quick and qualified help. When it comes to children with behavioral problems that are placed in institutions the child welfare authorities must be given the authority to use force to hinder the use of drugs, escape, and criminal activity.

The child welfare authorities must increase their level of cooperation with other sectors, such as health stations, schools, kindergartens, police and the local environment of the family. Allowing the child welfare authorities to have an opportunity to impose relief efforts without the consent of both parents should be considered. Professional secrecy must not hinder necessary cooperation between public institutions that are trying to help the children. 

Violence in the family is a serious problem, and demands increased efforts of prevention. Acts of violence are often carried on into the next generation. It is important to stop this negative generational spiral of violence. Children affected by, or witnessing violence, must be given close and correct follow-up.
Foster parents are an irreplaceable part of child welfare authorities in Norway. It is important that the authorities facilitate to the best possible extent for good foster homes in order to give the foster children the best possible framework for their childhood and adolescence. Families that take on the task as foster homes must be given close attention, support and help to increase their parenting skills, as well as rights to sickness benefits and occupational pension.

Single-person households

The single-person households make up a large portion of the population. According to studies of life circumstances, this group is worse off than many others. Their life circumstances must be investigated further through a white paper devoted to this group alone. This way we may implement measurable efforts to make sure that people living alone experience social equality. The situation of single-person households must be ensured added attention. People living on their own must be provided the ability to get their own housing. The services of the Norwegian State Housing Bank must keep in mind that not all lenders have access to two separate incomes. The system of government dues must be aimed at consumption, in order to make sure that single-person households do not have to pay disproportionately much, and that environmentally friendly conduct is rewarded. The regulations for housing benefits should have their a separate rate for single-person households.

KrF wants to:

· expand the system of parental leave to 68 weeks (16 months) which must be spent before the child’s 10th birthday. The leave of absence is divided equally between the parents, with the exception of 10 weeks reserved for the father and 10 weeks for the mother.

· change the regulations concerning maternity leave, so that one does not lose weeks of the period of leave when giving birth before the predicted term.

· give all fathers the right to paternity leave independent of the mother’s employment.

· give fathers the right to 14 days of leave of absence with pay in connection with birth.

· make rehabilitation grants helping people back to work (rehabiliteringspenger og attføringspenger) count towards the basis for calculating pregnancy grants.

· ensure that self-employed persons have equal opportunities in connection with pregnancies and birth as the employed.

· introduce the right to double leave of absence in the case of multiple childbirths.

· increase the one-time maternity grant after giving birth to 2G.G
· increase the adoption grant to 2G.

· introduce a ”sibling-bonus” so that women may keep their right to pregnancy benefits even though they have not been in paid labor between leaves of absence.

· introduce better financing systems for students on parental leave, give students that become fathers the right to paternity leave and provide secure arrangements for the transition from studies to work.

· give students that have a baby the right to transition benefits without changing the student grant into a loan.

· increase the cash benefit for parents of children below the age of 3 (kontantstøtten) to 5 000 NOK each month for the one-year olds and 4 000 NOK per month for the two-year olds. In the long run the cash benefit should constitute 50 percent of the expenses for a kindergarten place for a child younger than 3 years old.

· change the system for deductions in the cash benefit so that one day of kindergarten equals one day of deduction from the cash benefit.

· have more flexible kindergarten services, adapted to the needs of the family. Everyone that wants one must be offered a kindergarten place. 

· have a thorough investigation and discussion on the quality of the day-care system in order to get more knowledge and focus on the content of the services, as well as increasing the recruitment of pre-school teachers.

· ensure equal treatment of county and private kindergartens. A state financing system that secures real equal economic treatment between public and private kindergartens must be established.

· offer free core time at kindergarten for children with extra challenges when it comes to language skills.

· offer all newlyweds and first-time parents, free family counseling.

· increase the capacity, availability and competence at family guidance offices. 

· strengthen the financing of the church and the public family guidance offices, while securing the distinctive character of the church family guidance offices.

· ensure support to the family guidance centers at Modum Bad and other similar centers.

· increase the emphasis on providing guidance for families with handicapped children.

· offer parental guidance to all parents with teenagers in the 8th grade and strengthen ordinary parental guidance.

· increase support for parental guidance to minority families.

· ensure that the marriage law, the adoption law, the child law and the law on biotechnology must be founded on the principle that all children have the right to both a mother and father,and l work to ensure a majority to change the marriage law so that the former law’s definition of marriage as an institution between a man and a woman is reinstated.  

· ensure every child the right to know its biological origin, and to remove the pater est principle. 
· strengthen the child-welfare authorities’ ability to respond quickly, and give help to as many as possible through a variety of measures at the earliest possible time, as well as making sure that the child welfare authorities is secured funds to follow-up on messages of concern.

· legally establish the right to after-care for children that the child welfare authorities have had the responsibility for until the age of 23. 

· increase the effort to stop violence in close relations and emphasize preventive treatment of assaulters.  

· establish more services to children that have been the victim of, or witness to violence in the family.

· ensure full financing of the support centers for victims of rape, women’s shelters, and centers for incest and after-care for incest victims.

· demand that all graduate and post-graduate studies regarding work with children include knowledge regarding sexual assault, violence and failure to care on their curriculum.

· press for a comprehensive singles policy, better their access to the housing market and create a more just system of dues. The first step will be to ensure that county dues are calculated from consumption.  

Equality 

Gender equality it based on the fact that men and women are of equal value, and should therefore have the same opportunities and rights. Gender must not hinder anyone from contributing to and influence the development of society. Gender equality means that gender must never be an obstacle for the individual when choosing education, profession, participation in child care or in society in general. In an equal society respect for the individual choice of lifestyle, education and work must be maintained.
The fact that traditionally female professions have not been given their legitimate increase in wages is a hindrance to gender equality. Equal pay for equal work is a question of justice. However, when the wages of women are 15 percent lower than the wages of men, there is still way to go. KrF thinks that it is more meaningful to examine leadership cultures and alike as explanations as to why women are not allowed to partake in wage increases on equal terms with men, than to put the blame on the time women spend at home on maternity leave. The fair solution would be if everybody got to partake in the wage increase happening at their place of work even if they are on parental leave. It is also imperative that occupational life is arranged so that both parents may combine work and time with the family. 

Norway needs more women in positions of leadership, and the public authorities have a particular responsibility in this regard. It is of vital importance to use a quota system in order to even out gender representation, especially in professions where one gender is underrepresented. Another means to counteract a gender-divided labor market is to stimulate youth into making unconventional choices. The school is an important arena to counteract gender discrimination and work towards better gender equality.
It is a prioritized goal that everyone may become economically independent, in the years in the active work force and afterwards. Women are still the ones carrying the main load of the comprehensive nursing and health care done in the home. In order to create economic equality KrF will provide better economic conditions, including rights to social security, for those that choose to care for their own children or other family members in cases where there is need for nursing. 

Many workers in female dominated professions hold part-time positions, but want to increase their position. KrF will work against involuntary part-time positions. KrF is of the opinion that the rule of exception saying that an increased position may be refused if this will lead to ”considerable problems for the operations” must be used wisely and sparingly. At the same time one must admit that part-time positions in some settings are partly involuntary in the regard that the workload makes it impossible to work full time.

Minority women may become the victim of double discrimination, both because of gender and because of ethnicity. The introduction programs must focus on integration of women, their role as workers and mothers of children that grow up in tension between cultures.
A cynical pornography industry and criminals pulling the strings in prostitution and trafficking have made many women into commodities. Trafficking has brought many poor and vulnerable women to Norway. It is necessary to give the victims the needed safety, and give them the help they need in order to get out of prostitution. 

KrF wants to:

· demand a schedule for achievement from all sides in the labor market in order to equalize the discrepancies between men and women when it comes to wages and working conditions, as well as introducing an equal-wages fund as a tool in this struggle. 

· equalize the labor conditions for shift and rota work.

· ensure that the public sector hires more women in positions of leadership. 

· ensure that a plan of action for female innovation and entrepreneurship is carried out.

· give the self-employed the same rights to the sick pay scheme as the employed.

· ensure that the boards of municipal and county companies have at least 40 percent of each gender. 

· stimulate women to activity in the primary industries. 

· fight violence in close relations and secure funds for treatment centers that help children that are victims of violence in close relations as well as centers for the assailants. 

· fight trade in women and children. 

· ensure safety and help for women that want to leave prostitution, and contribute to reveal organized crime.     

· increase the effort to stop pimping. 

· reintroduce care wages in all municipalities for taking care of elderly or others in need of nursing in the home.

· introduce better rights to leave of absence when there is sickness in the home, and give pension points for unsalaried nursing work also after 1992.

· work against gender discrimination in the health and social security system by increasing distribution of research and knowledge regarding women’s diseases and diseases that show other symptoms in women than in men.

· ensure an investigation into work compensation schemes and make any inequalities towards women equal.  

· give dad the right to paid parental leave based on his own salary, independent from the mother, and facilitate more fathers carrying their share of the work of a caring nature in the home. 

· give fathers the right to 14 days paternity leave in connection with birth.

· introduce a system of paternity leave for students.

· introduce a ban on asking about pregnancy and family planning during a job interview.

· introduce an arrangement with dividing pension points in the case of divorce after a marriage lasting 10 years or more.

· work towards equal prices on sterilization of men and women. 

A society in which there is room for everyone

The society must be universally designed so that all people have equal opportunity for participation, personal development and display of life. Universal design is good for everyone and necessary for some. Disabilities in one or several areas involve challenges that society has a responsibility to reduce to a minimum.  

Everyone must have the opportunity to lead independent lives. To many, physical exclusion is identical to social isolation and a lower quality of life. We have a responsibility to reduce man-made obstacles that exclude people from active participation. The new law on discrimination and availability must be followed up with concrete regulations and deadlines for accomplishment.

Individuals with disabilities are not part of a homogenous group. The distance between the individual’s capabilities and the design of the environment or demand for functionality decides the consequences of disabilities. Investigations show that people with disabilities have life circumstances that are worse than average in the population. Their wages are generally lower, and many have higher expenses because of expensive health care services and medicine. Approximately half of all people with reduced physical ability are not working. 

KrF is working towards better accessibility, better coordination of rights and increased user influence for the disabled. The facilitation of access to the work force for disabled persons must be improved, and the system of a functional assistant at the workplace should be expanded. The expansion in the use of user-controlled personal assistance (BPA) would help facilitate a more independent life for more people. KrF sees it as important that the authorities actively recruit disabled persons. 

KrF holds that everyone must have the opportunity to lead independent lives. This means that we must find political solutions that recognize the diversity in needs, and take seriously the fact that every individual needs individually adapted help and guidance. At the same time it is important to work towards a society that is universally designed, especially within transportation and buildings. 

Many disabled persons and their relatives experience it as a burden to deal with the many offices, and spend time finding their way in the bureaucratic system. Having to fight in order to receive the help you are entitled to should not be necessary. Families with handicapped children will need comprehensive services and efforts within a variety of areas. The society must provide the necessary help to the parents that have handicapped children throughout childhood and adolescence, as well as into adulthood. KrF wants the authorities to offer them a permanent coordinator and a “parent package” for parents that receive children with disabilities. Children with disabilities must be prioritized at the assignment of day-care places and be secured good pedagogical guidance. 

KrF wants to:

· give all parents that receive a child with disabilities close guidance and necessary information regarding available relief measures and rights trough a permanent coordinator, good relief arrangements and a ”parent package” (see fact-box for more information). 

· strengthen the information and  support system for parents expecting a child with disabilities.  

· provide children with disabilities access to an after school program throughout their education.

· give parents with disabilities rights fixed by law to work part-time until the child is 18 years old as long as this is not a substantial inconvenience for the workplace. 

· ensure the right to nursing grants when the child’s health conditions makes it impossible for the parents to hold regular jobs, also in cases where they have not acquired the needed rights. The level of this grant should be set at 4.5G per year.

· ensure the parents’ right to wages for nursing at home and other possible support schemes in up to 3 months after a child with disabilities die.

· provide disabled persons with an individually adapted service at kindergarten and on throughout their entire education, thereby giving equal opportunity for education. The services must be located in the local environment. 

· ensure that the possibility to give permanent wage subsidies to people with disabilities is used actively. 

· ensure that public planning accounts for people with disabilities in repairing and improving public transportation. New trains must be accessible for everyone, all public buildings and outdoor spaces and the access to these must be universally designed. 

· ensure good open and involving processes with wide participation from user organizations and users with a variety of experience and competence.

· strengthen the State Housing Bank’s arrangements for universal design of housing by improving existing housing, and increasing the access to universally accessible housing on the rental market.  

· expand the interpretation service for deaf and blind deaf, and demand that all Norwegian films are subtitled for persons with hearing impairments.

· offer all disabled persons that  need assistance user-controlled personal assistants.  

· ensure that the right to the arrangement with user-controlled personal assistance is fixed by law, and that a comprehensive arrangement where the necessary assistant is secured free-time, work and education.

· ensure that young disabled persons are offered adapted housing away from of institutions for the elderly.

· evaluate the PU-reform with, among other things, focus on the everyday life of elderly disabled persons.

· ensure that the arrangement with support persons is changed, vitalized and made more equal.

· ensure that NAV have the option for increased flexibility, after individual evaluations, to make exceptions from the three-year rule and the expense limit on education as rehabilitation.

· reduce the sum self-employed has to pay when buying aid equipment.

· further develop the arrangement with “care wages” (omsorgslønn) for taking care of relatives in need of nursing in the home. 

Parent package for parents of disabled children

Every family must be provided a contact person in the municipal authorities that will increase access to existing and new offers in: 

- medical treatment and guidance 

- child care and relief arrangements 

- facilities 

- economic rights 

- adaptation of the residence

- parental guidance and family counseling 

- help to the entire family 

- adapted kindergarten space

- schooling and help with homework as well as good pedagogical guidance 

- planning of the road ahead

Health policy 

KrF wants an equivalent health service throughout the country. Quality, safety, availability and care are to be the core values of the health services. KrF wants an examination of the financing program for the hospitals. Today’s financing program must be improved, by increased attention on the needs of the patient and the prevention of health problems, as opposed to what is profitable for the hospitals.

KrF believes in high-quality, safe health services that balance the need for closeness, through local hospitals and decentralized health services, and advanced treatment, trough specialized and centralized institutions. Norway needs a more coherent health service from prevention and primary health services to hospitals and rehabilitation that puts the patient at the center.

Renewed hospital reform

KrF is of the opinion that today’s administration of the hospitals (the hospital reform) demands changes that better the health service given each patient. An improved hospital policy demands a new financing program that correlates better between levels of administration, as well as a strengthened political control over the content of the health policy. One measure that could help today’s situation is to focus on general allocations as opposed to the prospective payments system. KrF represents a health policy that prioritizes those with the greatest need for treatment, and will not let profitability determine the hospitals’ prioritizing of patients. Everyone that is in need of hospital treatment must feel assured that they will receive good treatment, and that their diseases and illnesses are taken seriously. The health services must be adapted to the patients, and not vice versa. The services must be anchored locally. In the long run the regional health enterprises should be shut down, and authority transferred to local health enterprises.

”Seamless services”

Cooperation between municipal and specialized health services must be improved. Patients that are discharged from hospitals must be secured necessary and correct medical follow-up locally.

KrF sees the need for a seamless service that can attend to tasks that today finds its place between the hospitals’ and the municipal/primary doctors’ (the first-line services) area of responsibility. We must offer safe, high-quality treatment and care in the period needed after specialized hospital treatment is done. A service like this should consist of a formalized cooperation between the first- and second-line services, in which the economic responsibility is defined.
Trial-projects in which the municipalities have the responsibility of ordering and financing for specialized health services must be initiated. This could stimulate the municipalities to emphasize preventive health measures, low-threshold efforts and quality local health services. Additionally, specialist health services would to a larger extent find place in the patient’s home, or at municipal nursing homes, through help from ambulating teams and increased coordination and exchange of competence. This would help remove the physical division between the specialist health services and municipal nursing and health care services. The municipalities must simultaneously be empowered to be able to handle its new responsibilities.

Commitment to prevention and rehabilitation 

Public health measures and the prevention of diseases are crucial in reducing the expenses in the health sector, and will simultaneously give an increased quality of life for the individual. Increased physical activity and a healthy diet can decrease the frequency of many sufferings. The health authorities must promote effective social efforts to better public health in general. Additionally, targeted measures towards individual groups that aim at evening out social differences should be initiated. Efforts must be directed so that groups with less serious illnesses do not have to stay on sick-leave over long periods of time because they are not prioritized in the financing system since it may lead to increased strain on the individual, on the social security system and the employers.

KrF wants offensive efforts to improve rehabilitation. It will strengthen the individual’s possibilities of making it on his/her own, and at the same time ensure a reduced need for help from the authorities.
Continually arriving new medical possibilities make it possible to treat more patients and more diseases. The medical technological development leads the health services to constantly allow new kinds of treatment and the use of new products. The health services become more and more specialized. Within areas of treatment where the need for competence is particularly high and the number of patients is limited, an initiative to Nordic cooperation should be considered in order to maintain higher quality services and better utilization of resources.

The increase in the number of elderly persons leads to an increase in the number of people struck by diseases and illnesses. KrF is of the opinion that it is important to plan ahead for our future challenges to the health services in the country and maintain active preventive health measures. 

Continued commitment to mental health services

The need for mental health care has been increasing the past few years. People in need of this kind of treatment must be given quick and proper treatment. In many cases, prevention and early help reduces the need for long-term treatment. It is necessary to provide high level of competence in the municipalities. It is also important to work towards increased acceptation and openness towards mental illnesses. 

Children and young people with mental illnesses must be ensured treatment places in institutions or departments by themselves in order to provide a safe and dignified service in which they are surrounded by people in their own age group. Children and young people with mental illnesses must be ensures a more available service both to be able to seek help and find information concerning mental illnesses.

Youth must be provided a low-threshold service. The school health services must be improved, and made more available for pupils, resource persons from different professions such as psychologists, counselors, social workers, working environment leaders, priests and child care workers should be used to a larger extent. The health stations for youth must be an open service with professional guidance counselors, where young people can seek help regarding health problems, as well as seeking advice and counseling.

Compulsive gambling is an increasing problem among Norwegians. Studies have shown that as many as 50 000 Norwegians have problems with gambling. The help-line for compulsive gamblers and their relatives must be continued, and compulsive gamblers must be ensured treatment services. 

KrF wants to:

· ensure that everyone have equal access to health services no matter where they live in the country. The health administration enterprises must be given equal economic conditions.  

· examine the financing system to ensure a higher degree of focus on the patient, less on profit.

· ensure a hospital system that ensures decentralized services for treatment of large patient groups, as well as centralized services for rare and advanced treatment.

· phase out the regional health enterprises and transfer more authority to the local health enterprises.

· ensure that hospital stays will continue to be free. 

· ensure ”seamless” cooperation between the different hospital administration levels before, during, and after contact with the specialized health services. The municipal health services must have adequate competence and capacity to prevent, diagnose and provide after-care services. Good systems for intermunicipal cooperation when it comes to emergency wards, acute services and demanding patient pathways must be ensured, and sustained trough formalized cooperation between the specialized and the municipal health services. The municipalities must be given adequate economic funds and enough competence to carry out the cooperation with the specialized health services.

· ensure that trial-projects with municipal commission and financing responsibility for specialized health services to develop models to improve cooperation to benefit the patient and the collective use of resources.

· ensure equal rights of rehabilitation trough a rehabilitation law.

· make sure that the rehabilitation institutions are secured increased general allocations through long-term contracts, and ensure better geographic distribution of the institutions. 

· further develop telemedical, district medical, and district psychiatric centers. The total hospital services must be seen in relation to the ambulance service and other prehospital services, and adapted to the local environment.
· initiate trial arrangements of ambulating health service teams that can help sick and elderly with minority backgrounds. 

· ensure better cooperation between district psychiatric centers, hospitals and the municipality where the individual lives, in addition to continue offensive efforts to better the quality of the psychiatric services even after the escalation plan.

· strengthen treatment and follow-up of double-diagnosed patients (drugs and mental illness).

· ensure that children and youth with mental illnesses must be offered treatment quickly and introduce a guarantee of no waiting time for those younger than 23 years old.

· establish more ambulating paramedic teams in the psychiatric sector as a low-threshold service for patients and relatives.

· introduce exemptions from individual shares for especially exposed patient groups and finance this by increasing the maximum sum individual share for the population in general.

· demand good dialogue and cooperation between official medicine and approved alternative methods of treatment, in research and patient treatment. 

· strengthen pregnancy care by among other things, ensuring a closer volunteer follow-up from the midwife, a stay on a post-delivery ward to provide safety, and adequate coverage with maternity wards and midwife follow-up services throughout the country. 

· ensure health institutions run by foundations and volunteer organizations a place in the collective health services through long-term contracts with the health administrations enterprises. These institutions must be exempt from the bidding conditions in the law regarding public acquisitions. 
· strengthen the health services towards the elderly with more specialists in geriatrics.  

· introduce an organ donor mark on the drivers license of all organ donors, and that everyone above the age of 18 must be given information and an offer to register as an organ donor.  

· train municipal employees in the health and social sector on the subject of ”violence in close relations”, thereby empowering those that meet people on a day to day basis to report harassments and violence as well as offering guidance to the victims. 

· establish a center for treatment of youth with eating disorders in every region.   

· introduce a national minimum limit that will ensure higher quality in the school health services with among other things more resource persons with diverse backgrounds and more time to spend on each pupil.

· ensure that all pupils are called to meet at the school health services once every year.

· strengthen the health station services for youth, including better follow-up of mental illnesses.  

· make health services more available through net-based services.

· increase the allocations to the student administration enterprises to enable them to strengthen their services towards women.  

· Increase the prevention portion of the health budget to 4 %

· reform the dental services based on public responsibility and control, reimbursement from the national insurance and limitations to individual shares.   

· strengthen and intensify the independent research on health damages because of electromagnetic radiation.  

· introduce a system for anonymous reports regarding unfortunate incidents in the health services to strengthen the patient security.

Drug policy 

The key concepts in KrF’s drug policy is solidarity with the addicts, care for those that are having trouble, and the prevention of damages. As a society we have a responsibility to reduce the damages from intoxicating substances and give addicts help to get clean and start a new life. An offensive drug policy involves active preventive measures.

A solidary drug policy deals with reducing alcohol related damages and misuse. Drug use and drug related problems have high costs for the individual as well as society in general. KrF wants to maintain the national objective to reduce alcohol consumption. In order to complete this task we must relatively high prices on alcohol and limit the availability.

Many children have troubles because they grow up in families with drug problems. These families in particular, must given help and attention. Early intervention towards children and their families can hinder drug problems, mental illnesses and social difficulties. In this regard it is important to strengthen the cooperation between school, nurses and child welfare services. 

As we know that the result would be that misuse and transition to narcotics becomes less likely it is important to postpone the alcohol debut. This requires an active policy to create drug-free arenas for young people, compliance with the laws on age-limits when selling alcohol, awareness drives at school and good role-models. This is not only the responsibility of the individual, but also of the society at large. 

KrF wants continued alcohol-free zones and lead policies that facilitate arenas without the use of alcohol. Important alcohol-free zones are activities for children and youth, in traffic, in the working life and in sports. 

Many pregnant women are unaware as to how serious the damages from alcohol usage during pregnancy can be for the child. KrF will make sure that pregnant women get better information concerning the damages alcohol can inflict on the child. 

The development in the previous years of experimentation with party-drugs, such as cocaine, in more and more social groupings is disturbing.  Information, consciousness-raising and zero-tolerance for usage and keeping of drugs are all measures that must be carried out. 

The first objective is to give an opportunity for a life free from drugs for all addicts. KrF is of the opinion that measures that helps maintain a drug addiction or create new addictions are dead-ends in drug policy. Instead, KrF will make strong efforts to create treatment spaces that aim at zero-usage and freedom from drugs. Opiate Replacement Therapy (LAR, in Norway) may be of use when other measures have failed, and as part of a comprehensive treatment. 

The society must see and respect the individual in the treatment and care of addicts. It is difficult to get clean. KrF holds that it is important that the society takes care of, helps and supports drug addicts. Getting an offer of treatment when the need and want arises must become easier. Many addicts lose their motivation to get clean while there are in line for treatment. Another measure of importance is after-care for former addicts through organized housing, education, vocational training, activities, and family and networks. Addicts are all different and all have different needs for treatment. Consequently, there is a need for variety of treatments. Private and ideal offers of treatment for addicts are important and contribute to make the collective offer of treatments varied and better adapted to the needs of the individual, and these institutions must the provided sufficient general allocations. 

Drug care needs a binding, definite and predictable plan of improvement molded after the pattern of the improvement plan in the psychiatric sector. Today’s drug care is underfinanced, both in the municipalities and the health administration enterprises. As a result from the lack of funds, the positive impact of the improvement plan for the psychiatric sector is reduced since funds are rerouted from mental health care to finance drug care.

KrF wants to: 

· equalize public and private ideal drug care institutions.

· initiate a binding, definite and predictable plan of improvement in drug care. 

· ensure that all drug addicts receive an offer of treatment within 30 days.

· make sure there are enough treatment places aiming at freedom from drug abuse.  

· reform the treatment measures connected to Opiate Replacement Therapy (LAR) with among other things, a comprehensive social professional scheme and stronger after-care. 

· ensure that medicament-free treatment is the first choice in drug care.

· oppose the handing out of free heroin to addicts.  

· ensure that drug addicts are met with dignity, offered housing and vocational training and reserved adequate capacity one low-threshold health services.

· ensure that bars, clubs etc. that break the liquor license regulations loses their license for three months, and that sellers of alcohol that sell to minors loses their license to sell for three months in addition to getting fined.

· change the alcohol legislation to reduce maximum opening hours for the sale of liquor from 03:00 to 02:00.

· make it impossible to grant a license to sell alcohol if the police advice against it. 

· facilitate treatment that included the whole family.

· Initiate a national awareness campaign regarding the problems surrounding work and alcohol. AKAN must be strengthened.

· make sure that pregnant women are given enough information about the damages that the use on alcohol can have on the baby. 

· at gravide med rusavhengighet må sikres tettere oppfølging, og det bør opprettes egne rusavvenningsinstitusjoner for disse.

· support volunteer societies and organizations that spread information and do awareness building work in relation to drugs.

· ensure that “no drugs” is an absolute condition for sporting events to receive public funds. 

· maintaining a high level of taxes on alcohol and tobacco.

· tighten the law on tobacco to make it impossible to dump the prices at bars, clubs etc.

· keep ”Vinmonopolet” (monopoly on the sale of spirits, wine and strong beer) as an important alcohol policy measure and have a sufficient number of outlets to maintain its function. 

· maintain the ban of alcohol commercials.

· enforce stronger measures against smuggling in Norway through better control mechanisms, such as more mobile scanners and sufficient funds to do the inspections.

· not allow state founded injection rooms and other measures that legalize the use of narcotics. 

· strengthen the care after treatment through closer attention to the individual on a psychosocial level, give help to get started on education or work, help build new social networks and strengthen the work on establishing more housing for drug addicts.

· making it possible to sentence young criminal addicts to rehabilitation instead of jail.

· strengthen the competence in the help apparatus, both in the first and second line services, through graduate and post-graduate studies.

· strengthen the cooperation in drug care in order to provide addicts coherent services from detoxification to treatment and follow-up services in the municipalities.

· give the right to a place in an institution while waiting for drug treatment in the specialist health services in order to stimulate the motivation for treatment.

· strengthen information and awareness programs in school. 

· not allow gambling machines at establishments where liquor is sold. 

Justice policy 

One of the most important tasks for the State is to ensure security for its population. KrF will fight crime in all its shapes and forms. Organized crime across borders demands the development and opening up for new investigation methods. Surveillance must be contained within the limits of responsible protection of personal privacy. Zero-tolerance towards everyday crime is essential. Sentencing system must be more effective, and new forms of serving sentence must be introduced. The needs of victims and their relatives in criminal cases must be covered to a larger extent than they do today. Offensive efforts must be made to reduce child and youth crime. Criminal care must be strengthened, and rehabilitation must continue after the sentence is served.  

Prevention

The effort to fight crime must involve offensive measures of prevention. Violent crimes done by children and youth in the cities have increased the past few years. That a few immigrant groups contributes to this must be taken seriously and handled with comprehensive measures. Quality spare-time activities for children and youth, adapted offers for youth on the downward path, a well-functioning child welfare authority and a quality, including school are all important and necessary measures. Cooperation between local police, family, school and child welfare authorities, and coordinated local efforts have shown to be effective. KrF will continue these measures. 

Surveillance may serve as a preventive measure, cameras in public places is a good example of this. However, the protection of personal privacy must be prioritized, especially with the racing technological development in mind. All in all it is important to maintain a balance between the two.

Crime

Violent crime has a negative effect on the quality of life, economy, work ability and the social life of many individuals. Violent crime creates insecurity in public space. Hate crimes attack people’s rights to equality, creates insecurity, and have grave consequences for society. Zero-tolerance for hate-crimes is essential and cases in which they occur must be prioritized.
Rule of law and due process must be maintained for the victims of violence and rape. Rape and violence clinics must be available throughout the country and have equipment and competence to secure evidence. The sentencing framework for violence and rape must be raised. Sexual assault on children is a very serious crime that has long-term consequences for the victims. The effort to expose and fight sexual assaults on children must be prioritized. 

Violence in close relations is a serious social problem that especially strikes women and children.

The society has a responsibility to prevent and expose the violence that occurs in a situation where one was supposed to feel safe. The municipalities should create plans of action against violence in close relations and establish an adequate number of crisis centers. The counseling service for victims of violence and the handing out of panic alarms must be escalated and improved. The victims of violence must have the right to receive information regarding the perpetrator’s temporary leaves and parole. Violent perpetrators that do not comply with restraining orders should in some cases be equipped with an ”alarm” that allows the authorities to know the location of the convicted felon.

Organiced crime

Corruption and white-collar crime is a problem in all areas of society. It undermines the respect for the administrative system, persons of authority and democratic regulations. In Norway, there is a black economy of considerable size that deprives the society of resources that is supposed to profit the society as a whole. KrF will strengthen the investigation into white-collar crimes.

Crime across international borders, organized crime and human trafficking is a financial criminal activity that is increasing in extent, as well as it is increasingly difficult to expose. KrF is of the opinion that the police must be given adequate resources, and that intensified methods of investigation is approved to fight this kind of criminal activity. 

KrF thinks that buying sexual services must be a criminal offense. At the same time, the help services towards the prostitutes must be coordinated, and the individual prostitute met in a more comprehensive manner than they are today. The police must be given extended authority to turn away beggars, prostitutes and other that behave in an aggressive manner.

Punishment

KrF will lead a criminal policy that is fair, both to victim and perpetrator. Quick and correct reactions are important to maintain the legitimacy of the rule of law, and ensure the individual preventive effect of the punishment, especially with regards to young perpetrators. The reaction between crime, punishment and serving of sentencing must be quicker. The punishment is to deter others from committing similar act as well as facilitate rehabilitation for the individual perpetrator. The purpose of punishment is also that the perpetrator makes due, and refrains from further act of crime. Sentencing frameworks and the sentencing itself must mirror how seriously society looks at different types of crimes. KrF holds that the sentencing level in murder cases, cases of rape and cases involving sexual assault on children must the raised. It is expected that the courts comply with political signals when it comes to sentencing and that the entire spectrum of the sentencing framework is applied.

More suitable reactions towards perpetrators between the ages of 12 and 16 must be introduced. Children below the age of criminal responsibility should be offered follow-up in cooperation between child welfare authorities, police, mediation and reconciliation services, parents and school. Separate institutions for younger convicted felons in which to serve sentence should be considered. One of the main challenges for the criminal care is to get rid of the waiting line to serve sentence. An increase in the number of prison spots in addition to introduce new types of punishment will reduce the waiting line, and give more suitable punishment with regards to rehabilitation. The forms of punishment must be expanded to include an increased use of the mediation and reconciliation service, sentence to treatment and safe punishment forms outside of prison. Alternative forms of punishment must be combined with stronger regulations regarding temporary leaves and release on parole for inmates that serve sentences for serious crimes. KrF supports the effort of trials in which the convicted felons serve sentence at home with electronic fetters. This form of sentence may contribute to spare the family and children of the perpetrator the added strain that imprisonment implies.

The victims’ position in the process of punishment must be strengthened to involve more rights and expanded compensation arrangements, also for the relatives. Victims and those left behind after the most serious kinds of crime, like murder, incest and rape, must be given notice and have the right to speak their mind in connection with temporary leaves and the release of the perpetrator.

The layman system in criminal law administration must be preserved, and changes in the selection of laymen and the jury system should be closely considered with the strengthening of rule of law in mind.  

Criminal care and after-care

An important purpose of punishment is rehabilitation. An absolute condition for criminals to lead a crime-free life after punishment is that they are given the opportunity to be included into society after serving their sentence. Education in prison, job offers, trainee places and housing are all deciding factors to escape a lifestyle of crime. The project ”housing with supervision” for perpetrators released of probation has showed good results, and should become a permanent arrangement. Cooperation with volunteer organizations in criminal care is valuable and has proved to show good results. The authorities must show support to companies that employ youth with special needs or former inmates.
A large portion of crime is caused by drug use. Punishment is not enough to get drug addicts away from their troubles. The cooperation between criminal care, mental health care and drug care in offering comprehensive treatment is important. KrF is of the opinion that it is obvious that prisons must be drug-free.

The victims of crime

The position of the victims has been greatly improved through renewed regulations during the trial. Continued effort to meet the needs of the victims and their relatives better during the procedures with the police and at court is essential. The arrangements of compensation must be expanded and include the relatives to a larger extent than they do today. National insurance benefits must fall to relatives that are struck by serious crimes. The state should pay out sentenced compensations for act of violence to the victims in advance, and then collect it from the perpetrator. Efforts to better the rights of children and relatives that foundations like ”Stine Sofies Stiftelse” are doing must be secured state funding.
If the victim/relatives want to confront/talk to the perpetrator, this must be made possible. In certain cases it can be a central part of processing after an incident. Confrontations can also contribute to make the perpetrators realize the consequences of their actions.
Free legal aid

KrF will strengthen the legal aid arrangement in order to reach the groups in society with the least resources. The arrangement must be expanded to include the areas in which those with few resources have the largest need for help, for example in cases involving social security and national insurance. The means test must be based on a net-evaluation in which debt and necessity expenses are excluded, thereby creating a more realistic picture of the economic situation of the individual. The size of the individual share must be adapted to income, and be completely dropped for those with the lowest ability to meet payments.
In order to include those that need it the most, free legal aid must be practiced both by lawyers in private practice and public attorneys. The volunteer measures offering free legal aid are also important low-threshold arrangements. Therefore, KrF wants to strengthen the volunteer measures offering free legal aid, and establish public offices for free legal aid in all counties.
The police

KrF intends to strengthen the police. The police service must be decentralized, and continue to be a local police. Noticeable police on the streets help reduce crime and ensures safety. The police reform must be continually evaluated with this objective in mind. The arrangement with an unarmed police force that builds on the idea of a civil character must be continued. However, the police must at the same time be well prepared to handle situations in which arms are needed, and be able to act quickly and efficiently.
The duties of the police must be examined with the intention to hand over tasks that does not involve the use of authority or is outside the main objectives of the police force to other occupational groups.  

The international cooperation against crime that is serious and threatening to the community must be strengthened. 

The police must be well prepared to handle emergency situations.

The Police Security Service (PST) has increasing responsibilities in relation to crime across borders and cross-border surveillance. PST needs more resources in order to safeguard our nation’s interests in the light of growing international crime and following need for surveillance services. New methods of surveillance must be explored to maintain the protection of personal privacy, and surveillance must be directed at suspects, not the population in general.

New DNA-legislation must protect the demand for independence and an objective investigation from the police and the prosecuting authorities. 
The obstacles in the process of criminal cases are too big. This might lead to an unacceptable practice to decide not to prosecute, that in turn might conceal crime, undermine the general trust in the judicial system and discourage people from reporting criminal offenses. KrF will support measures that contribute to increase the number of trials on a plea of guilty. 

KrF wants to:

· improve the legal protection of children by fighting ill-treatment and assault on children and strengthen the medico-legal competence.

· raise the sentence level for murder, crimes of violence, sex crimes and crimes on children.

· the funds allocated to the policy must be increased.

· improve criminal care and rehabilitation of convicted felons.

· ensure necessary treatment places for people that are in need of secure psychiatric 24 hour treatment because they are sentenced to mental health care.

· improve the cooperation between criminal care and the municipalities when it comes to job offers, trainee positions and housing after having served sentence.

· initiate an offensive, broad effort with short term measures, long-term treatment and cure of drug addiction.  

· facilitate children with parents in prison to be able to see their mother or father in a suitable manner. 

· prioritize police resources to perform police business, and leave other duties, like the transportation of prisoners or custody to other vocational groups. 

· strengthen the work of PST.

· strengthen the capacity of the police and customs service at exposed border checkpoints.

· strengthen policy competence on bullying, threats and other criminal offenses that occur through new digital media.

· work for more visible police on the streets and in the communities. The police reform must be examined with this in goal mind.

· have zero-tolerance and fines for everyday crimes that usually counts as minor offenses.

· intensify the effort to stop trafficking and pimp business.

· strengthen the preventive work against violence and children and youth crime.

· introduce an arrangement with a child welfare officer on emergency call in all police districts.

· work towards earlier sentencing and removal of the waiting line to serve sentence.

· establish a trial arrangement with juvenile courts.

· better the situation of the victim in the sentencing procedure and let the state pay sentenced compensation in advance to victims of violence.

· ensure that the service “Barnehuset” (Children’s house) covers the whole country.

· increase the education capacity for the police to secure increased staffing in the long run.

· have a decentralized and present police force.

· ensure that the free legal aid scheme and its coverage are expanded, and ensure a net-evaluation as the basis for evaluation of need.

· ensure that the individual share to receive free legal aid correlates to the income of the individual, and that it is completely zeroed out for the poor.

· Establish offices of free legal aid in every county, and strengthen the volunteer legal aid measures.

Barnehuset (Children's House) is a coordination effort of assistance and follow-up of children who have been exposed to violence and abuse. All help and follow-up to the child and the child's family is gathered in one place. Additionally, it improves conditions and increases the quality of judicial interviews and investigation of violence and abuse issues. Experiences from Iceland, where the Children’ house have been an established system for years, is very good. The establishment of this scheme in Norway has long been an important issue for KrF.
A better old age

Senior policy 

KrF will ensure seniors the possibility of an active life and good arrangements for transition from active working life to retirement.  

In the next few years the proportion of people between 55 and 66 in the population will increase sharply. We need to make sure that as many as possible of these can stay longer in the work force. It is at the same time important with good arrangements for workers that because of old age must reduce their employment fraction or retire earlier than the general retirement age. A good senior policy prevents expulsion from active work life and motivates seniors to stay longer in work. The personnel policy in both public and private sector must prioritize working environment and skills development for seniors. KrF will ensure that seniors can stay longer in work, by giving workers over 62 years an offer of an individual plan for retirement with gradually reduced work hours.
Today, the Working Environment Act sets a limit at 70 for when an employer may fire an employee because of age. KrF wants to raise this age limit from 70 to 72 years, but wants to point out that it is practical to maintain an upper age limit for retirement to ensure a dignified conclusion of an occupational career. 

Combining work and pension for retirement pensioners must become more attractively. Workers above the age of 67 must be paid their full earned pension independent of how high their salary is. 

Efforts must be made to stimulate the building of more housing for seniors and “senior yards” (seniortun), in which the residents can attend social arrangements. This will ease the transition from active senior life to the period of life in which you need extra help to some tasks.

KrF wants to:

· facilitate seniors to stay in work longer and raise the legal age limit for when an employer can fire an employee because of age from 70 to 72.   

· strengthen the Center for Senior Policy. 

· stimulate a more active senior policy in the state by letting the individual department carry the cost of retirement with AFP.  

· phase out the state waiting salary(ventelønnsordningen) scheme and replace it with active, work directed measures.

· ensure a critical evaluation of special age limits. 

· better facilitate the combination of work and pension. 

· stimulate the establishment of more senior housing.

Elderly Policy 

The elderly care of the future must have quality services with content and capacity. The basic needs of the elderly must be covered: physical, mental, social and spiritual. An offensive effort must be made to ensure qualified employees, adapted activities and social arenas. The sickest must be ensured nursing places.

Suitable living arrangement is the key to quality elderly care. Therefore, we must establish a good balance between home-based services, care homes and nursing homes. In this connection, whether a harmonization of financing schemes of nursing home places and care home places is necessary or not must be considered. Among other things, this involves the financing of medication, medical-technical equipment and necessary services for various occupational groups. The municipalities should draw up plans for a comprehensive ”care stairway” in which being able to stay at home, receive home-services, live in housing with 24-hour nursing services, an offer of day center, care home and nursing home places makes up the steps.

Quality in elderly care presupposes that the work is attractive for all occupational groups needed for a dignified elderly care. Efforts must be made to strengthen recruitment and increase application to geriatric positions, and efforts must be made to ensure that all employees in elderly care have professional development.  

KrF wants a “ guarantee of dignity” in elderly care that is rooted in laws and regulations. We also want a binding plan of improvement with content and quality as its main focus. It must be a public responsibility to secure and finance necessary care services of high quality. The care wages scheme for families that choose to take care of their elderly at home must be improved. 

KrFs proposal for a guarantee of dignity.

· All elderly must be offered living arrangements that is appropriate and justifiable with individual needs and medical condition in mind. 

· Nobody must experience malnutrition. All shall receive necessary help at meals. 

· Everyone shall have the right to a life that is as normal as possible, with a normal diurnal rhythm and adequate help with personal hygiene. 

· Anyone that so pleases, must be offered the opportunity to attend social activities. 

· All demented persons who need to live in separate dementia units is to be offered this. 

· Everyone must be given the right medicine. Prescription-writing of medicaments must be coordinated to prevent errors.
· Everyone living in nursing homes must regularly be followed up by doctors specializing in general practice or geriatrics. 

· Everyone living in nursing homes that so pleases, must be offered private rooms. 
· Anyone that so pleases, must be given the opportunity to talk about existential questions with professionals from conversation teams in the municipalities. 

· Everyone shall have the right to choose whether they want to die at home, in hospital or in nursing homes.
· Everyone must have the opportunity to maintain or increase their ability to function in everyday life. Care must contribute to rehabilitation as far as possible. 

Nursing homes must be places where residents are offered good care, cultural experiences and content. Space must be made for volunteer initiatives to offer elderly cultural experiences and substance in everyday life.

Eldrerly Centers 

Meeting others and having social relations is an important quality in life that must be facilitated for when getting older. Most elderly centers are run with a high percentage of volunteers that also enables the elderly to have fellowship and help others. It is important to prevent disease and injuries among elderly. The elderly centers are the best preventive measure among the elderly.
Ethics 

KrF is of the opinion that each municipality should establish ethical committees. These will be an arena for discussion of personnel dilemmas, contribute to good judgment among the employees in the nursing and health care sector, and contribute to ensure that the patients’ and their relatives’ meeting with the nursing home is as good as possible. 

Elderly and dental health 

KrF is of the opinion that the participation of the authorities must be directed towards groups that are viewed to have a special need for dental services. KrF wants a reform of dental services based on public responsibility and control, reimbursement from the national insurance and limitation of individual shares. Elderly unable to take care of their own dental health should be offered free dental treatment whether they have public services at home, live at an institution or at home with care from a relative.

Care at the end of life 

Relieving (palliative) treatment for people at the end of life is an important part of a dignified old age. Relieving treatment must be given individually and according to need at home, at special wards or in nursing homes, and possibly in cooperation between municipalities. Increased competence regarding care at the end of life amongst employees in elderly care is necessary.

Population composition in Norway face major changes. 
The number of elderly will increase and the proportion of the population who are currently working will subside. By 2050 the number of people over 67 years will double. The number of people with dementia will be doubled to about 130 000 within a period of 30-40 years. There were 4.7 people of working age per elderly person in 2000. This ratio will be reduced to 3.5 by 2030 and 2.9 by 2050. The biggest challenge for the nursing sector in the coming decades will be to provide enough professional personnel. The increase in labor demand in the nursing sector will be 54 000 man-labor years by 2030 and almost 133 000 by 2050. We must expect that new generations of elderly will have very different expectations and requirements for the contents of care. There will be a need for about 60 000 new nursing home and care home places by 2030.
KrF wants to:

· introduce a guarantee of dignity in elderly care.

· strengthen the municipal economy to make them able to take on new tasks within elderly care.

· examine the reimbursement methods for physical therapists to reduce waiting time and make services easily accessible for patients.

· establish ethical committees for the nursing and health care sector in the municipalities. 

· establish elderly centers by law and introduce state stimulation funds for these centers. 

· introduce a reform of the dental health services based on public responsibility and control, reimbursement from the national insurance and limitations on individual shares.

· strengthen the rehabilitation services for elderly after disease so that each person can regain their ability to function and do everyday tasks on their own.

· ensure a more flexible stimulation scheme for building of more nursing and care homes.

· stimulate services offering music therapy, help to remember and other stimulation of the senses for example sensory gardens for all patients in nursing homes.

· ensure that the host-municipality keeps the host-municipal funds for mentally handicapped also after turned 67 years. 

· establish more medical positions for the nursing homes in the municipalities. 

· ensure that the municipalities are given professional and economic resources to receive discharge-ready patients from the hospitals. 

· ensure medical professional examination of people with dementia symptoms. 

· ensure specialized knowledge in relieving treatment in all municipalities and work towards the establishment and management of relieving(palliative) units.

· improve the arrangement with care wages and relief measures for relatives caring for elderly at home.

· facilitate residents at homes for the elderly and nursing homes is ensured quality, regular cultural experiences through amongst other things the expansion of “the cultural cane”.

· ensure residents at homes for the elderly and nursing homes the possibility to talk with someone regarding existential and spiritual questions. (priests etc.)

· ensure state funding to organizations, such as ”Livsglede for eldre” (joy of life for the elderly) to contribute to activities like this across country.  

Art and culture

Art and culture has an intrinsic value and is basic for quality of life and life development. Culture is a source of creativity, experience and knowledge. KrF will ensure diverse, stimulating and challenging cultural activities for the whole population. The allocations to cultural communities must be increased. KrF will especially increase the funds to the volunteer cultural work. KrF will build on the Christian and humanistic heritage as a common ground for society.

The Christian cultural heritage is a cornerstone in our common identity. In a time where changes occur rapidly and the influence from the international community is building, it is important to carry on the traditions and values that our culture is founded on. A living culture policy must preserve and renew. 

The culture schools

KrF will especially work towards stimulating children and young people’s participation in various culture activities. The culture schools have an important role, both locally and nationally. Here, the students get to meet the artistic and cultural expressions in the local environment. The culture school must have low individual shares to avoid skewing the social distribution. KrF aims at ensuring that all children that apply must be accepted and that municipal guidelines for the culture schools are developed from national goals.
Diversity

It is a national task to ensure arenas for the cultural expressions of minorities as well as other size-limited cultural expressions that enriches the cultural diversity of Norway.  

Sami culture and other minority cultures must be secured growth and development possibilities. 

Creative and expressive art contributes to develop and challenge individuals and society. Culture policies must facilitate a broad variety of activity, experience, knowledge and acknowledgement. KrF will give cultural activities conditions to develop, be challenged, renewed and preserved. This means good conditions for active artists. Artists that are starting out need special arrangements, both in the shape of economic support and better social security measures.
Film

It is important to secure a good and diverse assortment of films rooted in Norwegian culture, language and history. Especially important is it to secure children and young people access to audiovisual productions of high quality. Additionally, further development and strengthening of the regional production communities must be facilitated. 

Language

KrF believes it is important to strengthen and take care of the Norwegian language. In an open international society our national languages are put under pressure. KrF will protect and strengthen Norwegian language in general, and New Norwegian written language in particular. KrF will facilitate New Norwegian being able to secure and strengthen its position as a viable language in use as well as being an equal written language besides bokmål(literary Norwegian).

Bearers of culture

The internet provides increased access to entertainment, culture and knowledge. At the same time, increased accessibility and copying may undermine the artist’s basis of income. KrF will work towards securing good solutions that ensures the rights of the artist in digital usage.
Volunteer work is very important also in culture. In addition to the traditional, volunteer organizations, several local and regional cultural activities have appeared, to a great extent based on volunteers. The many different festivals and historical plays makes up important meeting points between volunteer and professional activities, and between local, national and international culture. In particular, KrF wants a strengthening of volunteer cultural activities.

The museum sector is in continual development, both when it comes to preservation and communication. Quality, engaging communication measures directed at children and youth is especially important. KrF wants a stronger and more systematic offensive on restoration and maintenance of cultural monuments as a follow-up of the white paper on cultural monuments from 2005. It is completely necessary to include the municipalities into the work towards protecting the cultural heritage of the country. Today, only about one hundred of the country’s municipalities have detailed municipal plans for cultural monuments and communities. KrF also wants a stronger effort towards tax and fee-incentives towards private owners of monuments regulated for preservation and protected cultural monuments to support the necessary, regular maintenance of our most central cultural monuments. 

The archives represent the collective memory of society and are important sources of understanding of our common history and culture. KrF will strengthen both the private and public archives.

Libraries are important knowledge banks and a source of activity and experience for the individual. KrF will strengthen and further develop the library sector and is of the opinion that they should offer a wide variety of services. The digital tools and services of the libraries must be improved.  

The book business is a very important communicator of both knowledge and artistic experiences. KrF wants to give the book business conditions that ensure the sector a healthy development at the same time as unhealthy concentration of power is counteracted.

KrF wants to: 

· strengthen the culture schools and increase funding towards pedagogical development. 

· strengthen communication of small, traditional and minority cultures.

· strengthen music ensembles, bands, orchestras and festivals across country.

· strengthen and facilitate low-threshold music activities for youth, for example offers of training and performance at youth centers and rock workshops.

· ensure quality artistic and cultural activities for elderly in institutions and local environments.

· work towards better tax and national insurance measures for self-employed artists.

· protect intellectual property rights.

· secure the volunteer cultural community an economic boost.

· double the cultural monument fund.

· ensure a considerable increase in funds to the Directorate for Cultural Heritage.

· introduce a state stimulation grant to municipalities that want to develop detailed municipal plans and cultural communities.

· establish better support schemes for maintenance of protected private buildings, and introduce changes in the tax system that is to the advantage of private owners of cultural monuments protected or regulated for preservation. 

· strengthen the financing schemes to take care of church buildings. 

· ensure that the state takes the costs in cases of mapping/excavations of ancient monuments.

· protect and strengthen Norwegian language and written New Norwegian in particular. 

· increase the effort on culture based business development. 

· examine the possibility of a tax exemption for business’ allocation of funds to cultural activities.

· lead a policy on gambling and lottery that does not lead to gambling addiction.

· maintain the book-bus service in rural areas.  

· strengthen and further develop the services offered in ”the cultural school backpack” to students in primary and secondary school.

· strengthen support schemes for digital publications.

Sports and athletics 

KrF wants to offer more children, youth and adults better sports activities. KrF will stimulate volunteer participation and facilitate breadth and diversity in Norwegian sports.

Sports and athletics are large popular movements that bring together children, young people and adults to positive display of life in various activities. Sports create well-being and enjoyment, and are important for public health. KrF will facilitate that as many as possible are given the opportunity to be active in sports and physical activity.   

In Norway, there is a long tradition to see a correlation between recreational and top-level sports. State allocations to top-level sports are important because of its role as a role model and creator of cultural identity. KrF believes that the state allocations to organized sports mainly should support the breadth of sport and athletic activities, so that it can maintain and develop local activities across the country. The state allocations must be characterized by being long-term and predictable.
The sports sector must be simulated through support schemes to include various groups into their activities. Especially important is it that immigrant communities are included into the local community through sports activities. 

Sports facilities are an important part of infrastructure to ensure children and young people good conditions for growth. Local facilities that ensure diverse activities, and is available to a broad spectrum of teams and organizations must be emphasized. VAT exemption and reduction of the extensive lag on gambling funds allocated to sports facilities are important measures.

One of the down-sides of sports is doping. KrF will support the work towards a doping-free sports world, both in organized and recreational sports.  

KrF wants to:

· facilitate increased physical activity among the population in general, and children and youth in particular. 

· initiate various stimulating efforts to support the effort of sports to include various groups with special needs, for example people with reduced physical abilities. 

· support the effort of sports to establish and develop sports and activities directed at immigrant children, especially girls, and increase the participation from immigrant parents. 

· work towards zero-tolerance against discrimination and harassment no matter the gender, ethnic background, philosophy and handicaps.

· emphasize the building of local sports facilities, and ease access to the use of municipal and county facilities as well as ensuring that all municipalities have adequate offers of swimming training.

· develop simple activity facilities that require a minimum of investment and management funds.

· work towards compensation for value-added tax for sports facilities built by sports clubs.

· work towards reducing the lag on gambling funds allocated to sports facilities.

· ensure that recreational sports stay a priority in state sports policy. 

· strengthen the cooperation between schools and volunteer sports activity. 

· ensure that sports continue to be an alcohol-free arena.

· strengthen the effort to stop doping.

Media policy 

KrF’s goal is to ensure good conditions for freedom of speech and real diversity in the media. A free and independent press is a prerequisite for a good public debate. A dominant concentration of ownership in the media market might undermine the democratic decision-making in society. Regulations must be introduced, to the extent necessary, to counteract the abuse of market power.

The media is constantly changing. We now have a complex variety of media with new technological solutions. The emergence of new media has intensified the struggle for media users, but has also led to a strong commercialization of content and an increasing liberalization.

Local media are important culture bearers and contribute to let a broad spectrum of viewpoints and opinions be heard in the local public debate. KrF wants a media service in which national, regional and local media together provide breadth and diversity, and provide these media good conditions.

KrF wants a review of the press support scheme to adapt this to the new media reality. Tax regulations for newspapers and magazines must be reviewed. KrF is of the opinion that comparable products must have the same VAT rate. A diverse variety of newspapers are to protect democratic, cultural and linguistic values. It is crucial to face the cultural policy challenge of maintaining an independent and viable public broadcasting service. KrF will continue NRK’s role as a public broadcaster and do not want further promotional financing of NRK. NRK’s role as a public broadcaster means that the institution should place emphasis on quality and communication of cultural diversity and breadth in which all age groups are taken into consideration. In addition, a considerable degree of the programs must be produced by NRK.

FM radio has no room for a greater variety of radio services. KrF believes it is important to ensure a good and diverse radio service throughout the country. Therefore, we will ensure that the radio is digitized as soon as possible. Digital broadcasting of radio ensures everyone in Norway equal access to most of the channels, and a variety of programs. KrF would allow a diversity of actors in radio: NRK, general organizations and commercial general broadcasters.
The increased access to, and use of, the Internet means that content that the traditional media to a greater extent would have stopped is accessible via the web. This suggests that efforts to clarify the responsible editor of web media must be intensified. Police work involving online monitoring must be strengthened. Website owners must be demanded to provide a readily available "report button" for the reporting of crimes on the Internet. Society must help to ensure that children and young people adopt good net-habits through a focus on responsible behavior online at school.

The media contributes greatly to the increased pressure many young people experience in terms of commercialization and unhealthy body ideals. Legislation must be adopted to ensure that violent elements are reduced, and that transmissions are violence-free before nine o’clock at night. Norway must continue the international effort to restrict children’s and young people's access to gross violence and pornography through the Internet. Mechanisms to protect children and young people from harmful and unfortunate influence from different media must be developed.

The principle of universal design must be reflected in the media policy. The needs of vision and hearing impaired persons must be met. KrF holds it important to ensure subtitles and sign language interpretation on television. Speech Recognition Technology must be used to a greater extent than it is today. KrF wants all Norwegian-produced films that receive state support is made available in a version with subtitles.

KrF wants to:

· change the press support scheme to ensure a rich variety of newspapers nationally, regionally and locally.

· local media should be ensured good, predictable conditions.

· ensure a broader, more forward-looking radio service by digitizing the radio.

· continue the work towards international regulations against pornography, violence, racism and abuse of children. 

· say no to political commercials on television. 

· say no to commercial directed at children.

· appoint a committee to consider the content dissemination on the web.  

· explore the possibility of a scheme for state allocations to local radio stations. In the arrangement it should be a prerequisite that local stations meet a minimum communication of news and knowledge, or otherwise represent an important local cultural contribution.

· introduce better regulation schemes to counteract misuse of market power in the television market.

· maintain the position of New Norwegian in NRK, and facilitate increased use of “nynorsk” in the media.

Religion and philosophy of life

People have both material and non-material, spiritual needs. Religious and philosophical views are expressions of a search for something more than money and objects. The Church of Norway, other religious and philosophical organizations must be ensured independence and good conditions to operate.

The intrinsic value of the individual is a basic precondition for freedom of religion and philosophy. Everybody must be ensured the right to practice their religion and philosophical existential views freely. Religious and philosophical communities must have the right to organize according to their own conditions and have the right to freely elect their leaders.
Cultural tradition

Norway has a thousand-year-old Christian tradition. Christian and humanistic values have to a large extent marked our society up till today. The Church of Norway is, together with the other religious and philosophical communities, an important cultural bearer and communicator of Christian faith and culture in our country.

However, today, a part of the population has a different cultural and religious background. In a society with greater diversity it is important to meet each other with mutual respect. The society needs to facilitate good relations, dialogue and coexistence between different religions and cultures.

The independence of religious communities

Religious communities must be given full freedom to decide for themselves in questions of faith, and Norwegian law must ensure freedom in questions of doctrine and employment matters. It is the religious community's responsibility to convey faith and theologically based ethical and moral stances. Neither the Government nor politicians should have the right to intervene and overrule these.

To KrF it is important to ensure that religious and philosophical communities are not pressured to act against their conviction. Therefore KrF will consider an arrangement in which all marriages must be civil, thereby ensuring complete freedom of religion in Norway.
KrF advocates a new arrangement between church and state in which an independent popular church which is still rooted in the Constitution is established, all in line with the church/state-settlement in the Parliament in spring of 2008.

KrF will ensure viable churches in local communities. The Church of Norway must be ensured good economic terms through state and municipal allocations as well as the property right to the fund of the Information Bureau.

Real freedom of religion depends on openness and good framework conditions, also for other religious communities than Christianity. This includes having the opportunity to build houses of worship, practice their religion and use religious symbols the way it is natural for the individual.  

Church buildings as cultural monuments

Many older churches are important cultural monuments and sets particular demands for maintenance. The need for maintenance is of a completely different character than ordinary maintenance of buildings; consequently, an extensive lag in maintenance of old churches has developed. The State must take responsibility for the maintenance of medieval churches, and the fund for cultural monuments must be developed to include the entire spectrum of older churches. The interest compensation arrangement for maintenance of church buildings must be continued and developed. 

Faith training

The allocations to the faith training reform must be increased to the level the Parliament decided at initiation. It is essential that children and young people receive faith training in harmony with their religious background. It is the foundation for meeting each other with respect. Respect for the views of others requires awareness and knowledge about your own standpoint.
KrF wants to: 

· ensure real freedom of religion for everyone.

· change the relationship between church and state in line with state/church-settlement in the Parliament, which ensures the Church of Norway full jurisdiction in questions of doctrine and employment issues. 

· facilitate dialogue across beliefs and religions to promote mutual understanding and respect.  
· consider an arrangement in which all marriages are civil to ensure the freedom of religious communities.

· step up allocations to the faith training reform in line with the intentions of the Parliament.

· ensure all religious communities, included the Church of Norway and Christian organizations, freedom to decide for themselves in questions of doctrine, employment and general arrangements.

· ensure permanent ministry in all churches though extra allocations to the Church of Norway.

· secure complete control over the fund of the “Opplysningsvesenets fond” to the Churchof Norway.  

· ensure that the lending arrangements for the maintenance churches is continued and escalated.

· ensure that the responsibility for maintenance of medieval churches is handed over to the State, and that the regulations for the State Culture Monument Fund (Kulturminnefondet) are changed so that church monuments are covered.  

· have separate elections to parochial church councils in the Church of Norway, and not connect these to political elections.

Indigenous peoples and national minorities 

Man’s unique intrinsic value must form the basis for public behavior in relation to indigenous peoples and national minorities. Discrimination at all levels must be counteracted, and cultural diversity must be highlighted for its positive intrinsic value.

In Norway we have one indigenous community: the Sami, and five national minorities. The national minorities are the Jews, the Kveni, the Gypsies, the Romany and the Forest Finns. KrF will ensure these groups the right to their own language, culture and society, as rooted in international conventions. 

KrF will support diversity in the Sami community. Sami policy demands municipal, county and national efforts. The Sami Parliament is a democratically elected body on behalf of the Sami population and is the foremost premise provider for the Government in Sami questions. The cooperation forms and the dialogue between the Sami Parliament and the Government must function well.
The unique character of indigenous peoples must be secured by ensuring that their way of life, culture and values are carried on to coming generations. There are many challenges at the intersection between Sami business interests, general industrial development and the use of natural resources and land in areas of Sami settlement. Central authorities have an independent responsibility to preserve and further develop Sami culture. The debates over self-determination and considerations regarding the role of the Sami Parliament should be dynamic, ongoing processes that cannot be decided on once and for all. The participation from an indigenous people in the processes regarding the far north creates the need for cooperation at several levels, both within the Sami community and externally in relation to other indigenous peoples, the remaining population in the northern regions, the State and business interests. KrF is of the opinion that the Sami Parliament must involve all of Sami society in the processes concerning the northern areas. Sami terms are important for the Sami language, and in preserving ethnic identity. KrF view it as important that people belonging to national minorities participates in the community on equal basis with others, and have the opportunity to develop their own identity, language and culture.

Anti-Semitism has increased, also in Norway. It is absolutely necessary to strengthen the fight against anti-Semitism. KrF is of the opinion that trips with the “white buses” offer increased knowledge about genocide and the extermination of whole communities of ethnic groups. The Center for Studies of Holocaust and Religious Minorities and other institutions that work towards preventing genocide and racism should be ensured state allocations.

The Romany and the Gypsies have up to recent times been very poorly treated by Norwegian society. Committed abuse and errors must be corrected. Romany and Gypsy culture has contributed, and still contributes, with an important perspective on diversity in society and culture, and must be appreciated for this and for its unique characteristics.

The Forest Finns and the Kveni are national minorities of Finnish origin that have century-long traditions in certain parts of Norway. Their linguistically and cultural roots must be appreciated and society must make resources available for this.
KrF wants to: 

· protect Sami culture, language, business development and social life. 

· secure Sami interests in protected areas that belong to Sami settlements. 

· strengthen the international work of the Sami towards development and democratization. 

· ensure the Sami Parliament framework conditions that facilitate an independent policy on the areas delegated the Sami Parliament from the central authorities.   

· ensure open processes incorporating the Sami Parliament at an early stage in cases that influence the Sami population.   

· ensure development of new curriculum for education in, and of, Sami language, and that Sami culture have their legitimate in the culture school.

· ensure that Sami teaching aids are available in at the same time and at the same price as Norwegian ones.  

· ensure Sami participation in international processes in order to, in the best possible manner, meet new and changing challenges regarding Sami areas.  

· work towards strengthened protection against ethnic discrimination.   

· strengthen the fight against anti-Semitism. 

· follow up on the position of the Forest Finns as a minority group. The culture must be documented and the material made available to the general public.

· appreciate and stimulate the Romany and Gipsy people’s history and culture in Norway.

· ensure available resources for development of Kveni educational books.

Solidarity without borders

Foreign policy 

The international activity of Norway must promote the values of human worth, love for your fellow neighbor and stewardship. It must hold the realization of human rights for all men as its objective. Norway is to display leadership in questions regarding environment and climate, peace work and dispute resolution and not least poverty reduction. Additionally, KrF holds it important to protect legitimate Norwegian territorial, economic, ideal and environmental interests.

As one of the richest countries of the world Norway has a unique opportunity and obligation to lead the way by example in humanitarian and development policy work. As an exporter of oil and gas we also have a special responsibility to actively contribute to solve the climate problems facing the world without this effort being done at the expense of poverty reduction. 

KrF will actively work towards Norway being a nation of peace which promotes social justice, dispute resolution, reconciliation and peace efforts. 

The challenges and opportunities of globalization

We live in an increasingly globalized world in which we are increasingly dependent on the behavior, interests and cooperation of other states, as well as a well-functioning system of international agreements and institutions. In this context, safeguarding legitimate Norwegian interests and improving our international reputation becomes crucial. This requires an active foreign policy and well-equipped foreign services. KrF is of the opinion that it is particularly important to strengthen efforts to aggressively promote Norway towards both established as well as new markets.

Many challenges are best solved in cooperation with other states, either bilaterally or multilaterally. 

In a number of areas globalization erases borders between nations, and creates greater mutual dependency between states. The gap between domestic and foreign policy is in many aspects growing smaller and smaller. 

Together with new technology, globalization contributes to break old limitations on communication, interaction and cooperation. However, it also involves imposing principal, ethical and security challenges, such as international crime and terrorism.

All countries are not equally active in globalization. In many aspects, Africa remains excluded. Still, more than one billion people live below the absolute poverty line, thus, we still have a major global poverty problem. The large migrations of people because of war, oppression, political unrest, hunger, drought, and so on, demands increased international attention. Many developing countries are hindered from profiting of the possibilities of globalization. In particular, subsidies and other market intervening measures from the rich countries and trade barriers between development countries hinder the development of regional trade. Consequently, framework conditions must be established to enable all countries to partake in the positive effects of globalization, and not be left behind, neither in material nor developmental aspects.

To meet the challenges globalization creates, and exploit the possibilities, we need a global political control mechanism. Therefore, it is essential to strengthen international organizations, first and foremost the UN. If globalization is left without political control decisions will be left to economic powers and the market alone. 

Security policy has changed character, and has to a greater extent become a global challenge.  Terrorist attacks and terror threats illustrate this. We are seeing a change away from conflict between states towards a situation characterized by instability and insecurity with internal conflicts striking the civilian population. Today’s conflicts are often characterized by ethnic and/or religious elements. This has repercussions both for how we organized the Norwegian military, and what the role of NATO should be. War and conflicts are also two of the major obstacles for democracy and development. 

Terrorism must be prevented through a comprehensive approach. Not only increased control and intelligence efforts are important. The work towards creating development, solve regional problems, protect human rights and creating dialogue across conflicts is crucial. In this effort the UN has a particular responsibility. The effort to prevent terrorism must not be made at the expense of human rights. 

What is important for Norway is the development in the EU, NATO and Russia as well as the relationship to the United States. There are major changes within the EU, and NATO's role has changed and been expanded. Norway must still act as a reliable player in NATO cooperation. Russia's role is changing, and the country appears increasingly as a European player. Russia's development is of great importance, also for the development in many of the neighboring states. In recent years, Russia has on several occasions used gas deliveries and other economic means to press for political gains in relation to other countries in the region. From a democracy and stability perspective this is unfortunate. Norway should continue its planned pipelines for gas deliveries to Eastern Europe. This is important to help ensure that gas can replace coal and nuclear power, but also to ensure a healthy competitive situation.
KrF’s objectives for Norwegian foreign policy: 

· Ensure Norwegian security and maintain legitimate Norwegian territorial, economic, ideal and environmental interests through, amongst other things, Norwegian participation in NATO.

· Contribute to peace, democracy and human rights in countries characterized by conflict and abuse of power. 

· Contribute to economic and social development in poor countries. 

· Contribute to stability in Europe through regional, European and transatlantic cooperation. 

· Contribute to strengthen global solutions and international cooperation through the UN and other international organizations.

The UN and other global arenas of cooperation  

Global problems demand global solutions for cooperation. The nations of the world need areas for global and solution-oriented dialogue. The UN is the sole global peace and security-institution and is therefore central in international cooperation. The UN plays an important part as an arena for dialogue and global forum of cooperation in many areas, and not least as a global coordinator. International cooperation depends on a strengthened UN to reduce the risk of domination from big-powers and regional rivalry.

The World Bank, IMF and the World Trade Organization (WTO) are all important multilateral arenas in the world economy. Norway must contribute to ensure that the regulations and policies made in these arenas stimulate a sustainable development that lifts the poorest countries out of poverty.  

KrF will work towards ensuring that the UN leads international cooperation based on the rule of law, human rights, international law as well as representative, effective and democratic institutions.
The United Nations must be modernized if the organization is to be able to play the role the organization should have. The organizational structure must be reviewed with the aim of simplification and efficiency. The composition of the Security Council is still marked by the world’ major powers in the situation right after the Second World War. The composition must be more representative, and the use of the veto should be gradually restricted, but without undermining the participation and loyalty of the big-powers. The mandate of the Security Council must reflect the variety of threats and human rights better than it does today. This can make the UN more relevant and operational when facing modern security challenges. In light of the fact that 90 percent of today's conflicts are internal and the fact that civilians suffer the most, a renewal of the mandate becomes especially important. Civil society must be integrated into the UN to a greater degree than today.

KrF wants to:

· ensure that Norway contributes to global solutions and global cooperation through the UN and other multilateral organizations.   

· work towards a modernized, stronger and more efficient UN. 

Human rights

Norway must base its human rights policy on the universal declaration of human rights and basic conventions regarding international human rights. The effort towards economic, social and cultural rights must go hand in hand with the effort towards political and civil rights. These rights must not be set up against each other. International pressure must be initiated against nations that do not respect human rights.

Our greatest challenge to human rights is that the poor people of the world not even get their most basic rights fulfilled. In this area it is necessary with an international collective vigorous effort. In some areas of the world, children are forced to fight wars or labor under hazardous conditions. In many countries, women are in a very exposed position. Often the regulations are directly discriminating towards women, and way too many women are refused access to education and control over their own lives. Abuse because of political conviction is normal, and many are refused the right to freely voice their opinion. Large groups are persecuted because of their religious beliefs. 

KrF is of the opinion that Norway should strengthen the struggle for religious freedom through, amongst other things, demands from countries we work with. In many countries, minority groups are oppressed. The use of the death penalty is still widespread. Norway should intensify the effort to fight to the use of the death penalty in the political dialogue with other countries.

Given the scope for private actors and corporate businesses, it is important to look at the degree of contributory negligence these players have in states with particularly severe violations of human rights. Companies should be aware of their social responsibilities, and carry out their operations and strategies in accordance with universally accepted principles on human rights, labor standards, the environment, fighting corruption and transparency in business. KrF will therefore work towards/encourage Norwegian companies to sign the UN Global Compact and follow its principles.

KrF wants to:

· ensure that Norway contributes to peace, democracy and the fulfillment of human rights in countries and areas that are marked by conflict and abuse of power. 

· help establish an independent commission with participation from governments, civil society, private sector, and prominent international experts on human rights, development, international law, security and environmental issues. The Commission should help point out how various actors can better promote the conditions for human rights and illustrate the relationship between human rights and other policy areas.

· work towards binding ethical guidelines for investments abroad.

Peace and reconciliation


War and conflicts are the greatest threat to international order, and one of the major reasons for continued poverty and lack of development. Peace and stability provides fertile grounds for positive development in areas in which there only a few years ago was devastating conflicts. The effort towards peace and reconciliation is important both because of Norwegian self-interests and our ideal values. In a globalized world, war and conflict could have serious consequences for us even if they occur far away. Conflicts might spread to new areas and create large refugee flows. States and areas without a government to safeguard law and order provide opportunities for the development of terrorism and organized crime based on drugs, weapons and human trafficking. The principle of solidarity makes it impossible for us to stay indifferent to human suffering as a result of war.

The genocide in Darfur in Sudan is a disgrace for the Sudanese government and the states that directly or indirectly contribute to the continuation of violence. It is essential that the international community, through the African Union (AU) and UN, manage to ensure the security of the refugees, and in the long run a responsible resettlement and reconstruction of the communities. KrF holds that there has to be put far more pressure on the regime in Khartoum, and that a more effective peacekeeping force must be put in place as soon as possible. The whole of Sudan and the region in general depends on the observance of the peace agreement between North and South Sudan. In particular, it implies that the people of Southern Sudan must experience that the peace agreement's provisions on the administration and distribution of economic resources from oil and gas resources are respected. No lasting peace can be established if not the broad strata of the population experience safety as well as social and economic development.

War and armed conflict in the democratic republic of Congo is closely linked to unresolved tensions and conflicts between ethnic groups, states and various interests in the area around the great lakes of East Africa. The number of people killed and the scope of destruction and exploitation of the local population make up some of the gravest travesties of our time. KrF is of the opinion that peaceful solutions to the conflict, development of democracy and the safeguarding of human rights in this area must be much higher on the international agenda. 

The fight against the Taliban in Afghanistan is NATO's largest challenge to date. Norway must, as a NATO-member and in solidarity with the people of Afghanistan, offer our forces at their disposal to support the democratic government in the country. The civilian efforts must be further escalated to rebuild the country and undermine support for the Taliban. 

The conflict between India and Pakistan regarding Kashmir has repeatedly throughout the last 60 years led to war between the two nations that now both have become nuclear powers. Central leaders in Kashmir have asked Norway to negotiate peace in the dispute. KrF is of the opinion that Norway should offer its services as peace mediator and work towards putting more pressure on the two sides to resolve their differences peacefully.
Norway must maintain a continued effort to introduce democracy in Burma, resume peace negotiations in Sri Lanka and reach a peaceful development in the horn of Africa (Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia).

KrF supports the right to self-determination and independence for the people of Western Sahara. 

KrF wants to:

work to strengthen Norway's capacity to contribute as a facilitator for peace and reconciliation processes in cases where the parties want Norwegian involvement.

support initiatives for dialogue and interaction to promote greater understanding between peoples, and counteract hate propaganda, dehumanizing enemy characterization and agitation to violence. 

The Middle-East

The conflict in the Middle East is one of the major obstacles for a peaceful world. KrF will work to ensure that Israel is guaranteed the right to live in peace within secure and internationally recognized borders; we also recognize the Palestinians' right to autonomy in their own territories. The international community and Norway's contribution to resolve the conflict must be based on a comprehensive understanding of the situation. Terrorism must be defeated and cannot be recognized as a legitimate policy instrument. Support for terrorism from outside forces, such as Iran and Syria, must be counteracted. Calls for trade embargos of Israel do not contribute to create the needed conditions for peace. KrF will work to ensure that democratic values such as the freedom of religion and free speech for all citizens are preconditions for negotiations, and part of the solution.

Norway must be a driving force practically and economically to ensure that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is resolved by dialogue and presupposes that both parties are willing to compromise.

Human rights must be at the base of the effort to create peace between Israel and the Palestinians. All people in the Middle-East have equal value and rights.

Additionally, Norway must work actively for Israel’s neighboring Arab countries to take their share of responsibility to create a solution of the conflict by integrating the Palestinian refugees residing in the respective countries in a better way than they do today. Israel must take their share of responsibility to ensure that their own security requirements are not put in place at the expense of the right to dignified lives for the Palestinians living in Israel, Gaza and on the West Bank.
As a group the Kurds have endured much oppression throughout the Middle-East. KrF supports the right of the Kurds to maintain cultural rights, democracy and internal autonomy in Turkey, Iran, Syria and Iraq. It is the responsibility of these states to secure the right of the Kurds.
KrF wants to:

· ensure that Norway is a driving force for a peaceful solution in the Middle-East that secures Israel’s right to live in peace within secure borders and recognizes the Palestinians' right to autonomy in their own territories.  

· ensure that Norway strengthens research and development cooperation, trade, cultural exchanges and tourism with Israel and the Palestinian territories.  

· work to make it possible to move the Norwegian embassy in Israel to Jerusalem.

· ensure a solution securing Christian inhabitants rule of law and pilgrims access to holy sites.

Norway’s relationship with the EU 

The European Economic Area (EEA) agreement makes up the basis of Norway’s relationship with the EU. It is the most important instrument in Norway’s economic relations with the EU and is of great importance in ensuring Norwegian business interests. The EEA agreement ensures Norway access to the inner market without losing national sovereignty in all the areas that would be affected by membership in the European Union. Through EEA, Norway gets to participate in, and have influence over the formulation of new regulations that are relevant for the EEA cooperation, but is not bound by EU decisions and directives in other areas. Of the various decisions and directives from 1997 to 2001 only one fifth was made applicable to the EEA-country Norway. In addition to the EEA agreement Norway has cooperation with the EU in other areas of common interest, such as justice policy, foreign policy and security policy. Through the EEA agreement, Norway contributes with substantial funds in solidarity with the poorest countries in the EU. The association with the EU through EEA places Norway outside of EU’s customs union and its common agriculture and fisheries policies; this is important both for regional policy and administration of our agricultural and fisheries resources. Norway keeps its sovereignty on foreign policy which is important in international processes. 
Because of important social considerations like democracy, self-determination, administration of resources and sovereignty in foreign policy we believe that our current arrangements with the EU serve our country the best. However, it is important that Norway follow-up on new initiatives for cooperation with the EU, in line with Norwegian interests and ranking of priorities. 

A membership might weaken our freedom to act in several important areas. The EU is currently trying to draw up common foreign and security policies and will to an increasing degree speak with one voice. There is a need for free-standing countries that, independent from the big-powers, can take on missions of peace negotiations and other adaption for the solution of disputes. 
If a majority of the Parliament decides to apply for membership, a referendum is to be held after the negotiations with the EU are over and the result is known. KrF will respect the vote of the majority. 

KrF wants to: 

· ensure that the EEA agreement efficiently utilized and developed in line with arising needs. 

· ensure that Norway does not join the union, and keeps today’s form of association.

· respect the majority in a possible new referendum regarding Norwegian EU-membership.

· maintain an active Europe policy in addition to the EEA cooperation to develop and strengthen relations with the EU. Norway has business interests that demand good relations.

The Nordic countries and the surrounding world 

The political, cultural and economic community between the Nordic countries must be continued and strengthened. The Nordic Council has changed character after Denmark, Sweden and Finland joined the union. Today, the Council is an important forum for coordination for the northern areas in Europe. The surrounding world and the relationship with the Baltic States are to a larger extent pulled into the discussions. And with the expansion of EU to include Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland, the cooperation with the surrounding areas has changed. 

Consequently, the Nordic Council and the cooperation with the surrounding world have an important responsibility to strengthen the political focus on cooperation with the regions around the Baltic Sea and Barents Sea, as well as the accomplishment and development of “the northern dimension” in the EU. The cooperation in the Nordic countries and the surrounding world must focus on environment, control with infectious diseases, international organized crime and trafficking.

KrF wants to:

· strengthen the Nordic Council as a coordinating arena for regional cooperation in Europe.

International justice

The fight against poverty is one of the greatest challenges the world faces. A paramount objective must be that Norway, to the greatest extent possible, contribute to eradicate poverty. All people have inherent value. Oppression and violations of human rights must never be accepted. Violation of human rights is an international matter wherever it occurs, and must be met with reactions from the world community. 

The UN millennium goals are good and constructive guidelines in development policy, and bind us to lead goal-oriented policies. In reach these goals, Norway must be willing and display concrete action, but also be a driving force for other countries to accomplish more.

KrF believes in a comprehensive development policy in which aid, debt cancellation, trade and investments are all essential to give developing countries real opportunities to create development. The position of developing countries in international organizations must be strengthened. Norway must argue the poor countries' case internationally, and be a driving force for increased aid, debt cancellation and better trade terms.
Hunger, diseases and vulnerability  
is part of the daily routine for more than 1 billion people living in absolute poverty. Every year 6 million children die of starvation. Half the world’s population is poor, and 70 percent of these people are women. 123 million children do not receive education, and 250 million between the ages of 5 and 14 must work. Violations of human rights occur every day because people are starving, do not receive education, health services, economic freedom, and lack a clean environment and political influence. 

UN’s millennium goals
– recognized by all UN nations, developed and developing countries, the World Bank, IMF and WTO.

* Cut extreme poverty in half by 2015. 

* Secure primary education for all children by 2015. 

* Promote gender equality and improve the social status of women.

* Reduce child mortality by two-thirds by 2015. 

* Reduce maternal deaths by three-quarters by 2015. 

* Halt and begin to reverse the spreading of HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases by 2015. 

* Ensure an environmentally sustainable development by 2015. 

* Develop a global partnership by amongst other things: bind developing nations to introducing good governance, demanding rich countries to increase aid, introduce a fair system of trade and contribute to a reasonable burden of debt in the developing countries.

Development aid

Development aid is not about charity, it is about fairness. We have a responsibility to the people that need help to survive, and we have a responsibility to contribute to development in the poorest countries. KrF have as their goal to increase aid to 1.4 percent of GNI by 2013, and 2 percent of GNI on the long view.

Norway should also work towards including other countries on the contributing side. Since 1960, aid from the EU countries has been halved. Norway must work actively towards influencing the countries that have not yet reached the international goal of 0.7percent of GNI in aid to take responsibility in the fight against global poverty.

Focus on poverty

Primarily, aid should benefit the poorest countries, the ones that have not taken part in the rapid economic growth that most countries of the world have experienced the last few years: primarily the countries south of Sahara. KrF wants to limit the number of countries that Norway is engaged in, and strengthen our effort to a smaller number of countries. Aid should be concentrated on fewer thematic areas that we know contribute to development and local ecological sustainability, as opposed to spreading efforts across a wide variety of measures. Education, health, good governance and business development must be our main areas of attention when fighting poverty. 

One of the biggest obstacles for the fight against poverty is the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Developing countries must be given the opportunity to copy cheap HIV/AIDS medicine legally in accordance with international trade legislation. KrF also supports the idea of an international fund that will buy patents on HIV/AIDS medicine from the pharmaceutical industry.

The lack of health personnel in countries that are severely hit by the HIV/AIDS epidemic is one of the most important reasons why it’s so difficult to eradicate. In countries where large proportions of the population are HIV-positive, the need for doctors and nurses is particularly high. In spite of this, many health workers are recruited to rich countries where they are offered better salaries and good working conditions. Consequently, Norway should introduce regulations that make sure that developing countries are not drained for health personnel. To cover the losses of educating health personnel that emigrate, Norway should develop a system of compensation. This system must not be financed with cash from the aid-budget.

Norway must follow-up on its promises regarding inclusion of the handicapped in aid system. The State must establish guidelines for all Norwegian and foreign aid partners that receive aid from Norwegian authorities saying that handicapped persons must be an integrated part of the target group.  

In many poor countries there are big challenges linked to the lack of property rights. Systems that recognize the right of individuals to own property must be established in order to make important functions, like borrowing, possible. In order to create development for the individual it is imperative to allow them the opportunity to build up capital. Micro-financing can be an important tool to support self-help and create independence for the borrower on the long view.

KrF wants to introduce an external evaluation of the effects of Norwegian policies as a whole on developing countries. This must be accomplished by a regular report to the Parliament and will include amongst other things the pension fund – global, trade and investments.

Volunteer participation

Volunteer organizations play an important part in the development effort. They often have extensive local knowledge and perform effective aid. Consequently, KrF wants to continue the allocation of a considerable portion of aid trough the volunteer organizations. 

Openness and control

It is essential to maintain regular high-quality controls with all aid, and fight corruption. Aid must strengthen democracy and the inhabitants’ possibility to hold their leaders responsible for their actions. Budget support must be given with requirements of openness and transparency, and less with requirements of certain policies the receiving country should introduce. If allocations are linked to efforts like real parliamentary proceedings and broad publishing of the national budget one would strengthen voter opportunity to hold leaders responsible for their actions. 

Climate

Climate measures like preservation of the rain forest must be seen as an important instrument to ensure consistency in development policy, not contribute to watering down the content of aid. Norwegian climate measures must not be financed through the aid-budget; environmental and climate measures must not be introduced at the expense of the fight against poverty. It is also important that aid contributes to climate adaptation.

Norway should carry on the effort of technical aid in areas in which we have special competence, for example within the administration of natural resources. However, this kind of support must follow the same demands for recipient orientation as other kinds of aid, and mixture with Norwegian business interests must be avoided.

The overall objective of aid must be that it in the long run should become unnecessary, and that the recipient country becomes independent of assistance.

It is important to work continuously to secure aid and development efforts broad legitimacy among the Norwegian population. This involves encouraging municipalities to find friendship communities in developing countries, and encourage direct North-South cooperation, as well as focusing on friendship projects specifically aimed at youth as a tool for international understanding.

KrF wants to:

· increase aid to 1.4 percent of GNI by 2013 and 2 percent on the long view.

· give preference to the poorest countries in Africa south of Sahara when allocating Norwegian public aid, reduce the number of partner countries and concentrate aid to fewer countries and fewer areas.

· secure volunteer aid and development organizations a continued central role in Norwegian development work.

· stop the dilution of Norwegian aid by ensuring that climate quotas and climate measures are not counted as part of the aid-budget.

· ensure that aid is independent from Norwegian business interests.  

· ensure good control mechanisms for all aid.

· ensure that the main sectors in Norwegian aid are health care, education, business development and good governance. 

· ensure that Norway to a greater degree prioritizes preventive measures in the battle against HIV/AIDS.

Trade 

Increased trade is the most important factor to ensure economic development in poor countries. Therefore, it is a paramount challenge to better integrate the poorest countries into the global economy. KrF does not believe one-sided free trade can solve the poverty problem, but wants a trading system that gives poor countries access, while allowing them to protect their markets against rich countries. One of the most important things rich countries can do to fight poverty is to open up their own markets to products from developing countries. 

More developing countries must be given access to Norwegian markets, and trade barriers like tariffs, quotas and subsidies must be removed in rich countries. The arrangements with zero-tariffs on imports from developing countries must be expanded to include low-income countries and potentially some middle-income countries. Simultaneously, efforts must be made to facilitate increased local and regional trade. Through stronger markets, countries can gradually adapt to increased competition and build competence that can form the basis for later exports to international markets. 

The development round in the WTO must be completed. It is important that Norway is a driving force to reach an agreement. The focus must be to secure a solution that the poor countries profit by. Norway must argue the case on behalf of the poor countries. A WTO-agreement must at the same time ensure that Norway may utilize its territorial resources for food production for self-consumption.

KrF is of the opinion that the conditions for the WTO agreement on intellectual property rights TRIPS+ TRIPS  must be reduced. Demands on protection of intellectual property rights must not be included in bilateral agreements. During the past decades more and more applications for patents in the field of biotechnology have been handed in, that is, patents on living things. KrF holds that Norway must take a definite stand in the European Patent Organization (EPO) against patents on regular plants and animals.

Ethical and fair trade must be the dominating principle in public purchases. The public sector must be a driving force in demanding ethical trade throughout the supply chain. Therefore, public orders should be issued ensuring that both state and municipalities set demands for ethical trade to their suppliers.

KrF wants to:

· expand the arrangements with zero-tariffs on imports from developing countries (GSP), but continue to target the arrangement towards countries with low per capita income.  

· increase the access of developing countries on the world markets and open for increased trade with all development countries, not only the poorest. 

· work towards increased local and regional trade in the developing world.

· ensure that Norway argues the developing countries’ case in international areas like the WTO.

· contribute to capacity building in poor countries to make trade possible.
The World Trade Organization (WTO) aims to promote free-trade and stimulate economic growth. The organization makes regulations for world trade and acts as arbitrator in conflicts between member nations. WTO is the successor of the GATT-agreement (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade), that functioned between 1948 and 1994. This agreement aimed at reducing trade barriers to achieve free-trade. WTO is a continuation of GATT with the change that WTO is built up as an organization. 

The organization has its headquarter in Geneva. 
Source: www.globalis.no    for additional information www.wto.org

Investments

The Government Pension Fund – Global has great opportunity to contribute positively trough the investments they choose. This opportunity must be utilized to incite growth in the poorest countries. The oil cannot be viewed as ours alone, but a resource given us to manage to the benefit of the population of Norway and the rest of the world. This makes clear cut, stringent guidelines for ethical management of the pension fund essential. One percentage of the pension fund should be set aside for high-risk investments in the least developed countries (LDCs). 

Norfund (business development fund for investment in developing countries) is an important measure to actively create jobs and business. The resources set aside to the fund must be doubled in relation to current levels by 2013, and investments must to a greater extent focus on the poorest countries. 

Norway must pave the way for companies wanting to invest and set up production in developing countries. Tax deductions for gifts from Norwegian companies and individuals to state development projects must be established. It would be an advantage to have an international set of principles for international investments that create predictability for businesses, while safeguarding any country’s legitimate room for political manoeuvring.
KrF wants to: 

· contribute to business development in the developing world, and work towards stronger cooperation between business in the North and South. 

· work towards international regulations to strengthen the ability of financially weak developing nations to protect their interests in negotiations on investment agreements.

· work towards a new model for bilateral investment agreements, and emphasise the importance of contributing to a more nuanced and balanced international legislative development in this area.

· establish an arrangement of tax deductions for gifts from Norwegian businesses and individuals to state aid projects.  

Debt

The possibility to take up loans is decisive for poor countries to create development. However, debt might also become a major obstacle for development. Many countries are still heavily indebted. For many countries the debt means that they are unable to invest and fight poverty in their country because resources must be set aside for down payment of debt. Instead the money should have been spent on development. To many, the terms of borrowing are also very unfavourable. KrF is of the opinion that debt cancellation must benefit the poorest countries. Simultaneously, it is important to ensure that countries that get their debt cancelled make their own strategies for development. It has been a key goal on the international agenda that the poor borrowing countries are to have more influence on decisions made by international financial institutions. It is important to fulfil this goal. There is also a need for permanent arrangements for conflict negotiation in relation to debt financing. This is to ensure that the question of illegitimate debt and other disputes are resolved. International guidelines for responsible lending and borrowing must also be established.
KrF wants to:

· ensure that Norway work towards increasing the influence of development countries in the World Bank and IMF (The International Monetary Fund).

· ensure a review of Norwegian landing habits and cancel all illegitimate debt. 

· ensure that Norway work for the establishment of a just and efficient dispute resolution in international debt and repayment issues to, amongst other things, ensure that no country is forced to repay illegitimate loans.

· ensure that the conditions for debt cancellation mainly concern how the released resources are to benefit the poor and be used to reach the millennium goals.

· ensure that Norway works towards the cancellation of debt owed by low-income countries that cannot reach the millennium goals without debt cancellation.

· ensure that the principle of openness must be made obligatory in all international loan agreements.

· ensure that Norway, in relations with like-minded countries, takes the initiative to set up an international debt-court controlled by the UN evaluating debt based on criteria of legitimacy and sustainability, promote the principle of lender responsibility in international financing institutions and take a leading role in constructing binding regulations for responsible lending.

Capital flight

Together with increased aid and investments in poor countries it is equally important to ensure that values created in developing countries contribute to development in the same countries. Through tax-heavens poor countries are drained of enormous resources that should have benefited these countries. Therefore, it is important to reduce capital flight and ensure more transparency and openness in financial transactions and movement of capital. 

KrF wants to:

· create a mechanism for tracing and exchange of tax-information between states.  

· work via the IMF for increased demands of transparency (openness and access) with major global financial players, such as investment banks, hegefunds, private equity and state funds (sovereign wealth funds).

· that companies are to report trans border tax-planning to the authorities.

· ensure that Norway must contribute to create an international global minimum standard for openness and control with all kinds of capital flows. This minimum standard must also include information on the company’s owners, structure (including holding companies), localization and value. This kind of information should be available on a yearly basis and be tied to annual reports and financial statements.  

· ensure that Norwegian use of foreign labor does not drain developing countries of health personnel.

· ensure that the host country, at extraction of natural resource by foreign companies, is secured a substantial part of the resource taxation. 

Refugee policy, immigration and inclusion 

Norway must make a greater effort to offer protection to people that need it. A society in which people with various cultural backgrounds and traditions live side by side enriches both the people as well as the nation. Norway is also in need of more labor, consequently, KrF is positive to labor immigration. 

Today, to a greater extent than before, people are moving across borders. Some leave voluntarily, but many are also forced to leave for various reasons such as oppression, persecution, environmental degradation, famine and war. An overarching goal in refugee policy must be to provide protection to those who need it. Asylum policy must be consistent and fair. Norwegian policy towards refugees, asylum seekers and job seekers must be based on tolerance, non-discrimination, equality and justice. All people have the right to be met with respect and individual treatment.
Racism and discrimination must be combated on all fronts. All people, regardless of gender and ethnic background, must have equal opportunities, rights and obligations to participation in society. There is a need for greater focus on disadvantaged minority groups, particularly women. Efforts must be made to change attitudes towards mutilation of sex organs and forced marriages, in addition to the fact that it should be the subject of criminal persecution. 

Rights

KrF will strengthen the rights of paperless immigrants. It must be easier to get a residence permit for children who have lived a long period of time in Norway. On the basis of strong human considerations and particular relations to Norway Foreigners’ length of residence must be applicable when processing applications for permanent residence.  

In general, converts have difficult living conditions. KrF is of the opinion that the UN High Commissioner for refugees’ (UNHCR’s) guidelines on religious persecution must be specified in regulations and form the basis of processing cases in which protection is needed because of religious persecution. 

The asylum institute must be respected. Applicants must be offered a dignified stay during the application period by, among other things, more activity for the residents including the use of civilian conscripts as activity leaders. Rejections must be carried out, and be an effective, but dignified return.

National responsibility

It is a national responsibility to accept refugees, but a prerequisite for the success of integration efforts, is that municipalities supply housing as quickly as possible. Municipalities must be instructed to supply housing and good integration schemes. At the same time, the State must ensure good financial frameworks for providing housing and integration into the community.

Labour immigration

Norway must facilitate necessary labor immigration and make the country attractive for professionals and highly educated labour. It should, amongst other things, be possible to apply for a work permit from Norway for qualified foreign job seekers who already live in the country. KrF will not, however, that Norway "drains" developing countries for personnel, like much-needed health care professionals, in their own countries. Good housing and living conditions are important. Labour Immigration must not open for salary dumping or dilution of the working rules. The introduction program should be expanded further, and labor migrants and their families must be offered Norwegian language courses.  

Successful integration and inclusion builds on respect for different cultures and philosophies. There is a need for stronger and more goal-oriented integration policies. To a larger extent, a focus on the resources of each individual instead of viewing whole groups as a problem is essential. Knowledge and competence of immigrants must be utilized to a greater extent. A multi-cultural society is enriching. The work towards inclusion of immigrants must be more goal-oriented, and the cooperation with volunteer organizations must be increased. 

Unemployment is higher among immigrants than among ethnic Norwegians. Measures in the workplace that break down the barriers that hinder the employment of immigrants must be initiated. Education and recruitment of immigrants with the authorities and other key positions in society will provide role models for young people and the immigrant communities.  

KrF wants to:

· ensure that Norway receives at least 2000 quota refugees annually. 

· strengthen the support system around refugees and asylum seekers to ensure them adequate help through, among other things, psychiatric evaluations to asses the need for further help.

· ensure that the application period for asylum seekers is reduced to six months.

· facilitate increased residence placement in the municipalities and secure full coverage for the local authorities.

· ensure all newly arriving refugees a “refugee guide” in their local environment that can contribute to a smoother meeting with the Norwegian authorities and population.

· establish more projects combining child-care and language courses in Norwegian without taking the cash benefit for small children away from participants, and make it possible to offer groups with language difficulties free core time in kindergarten.

· increase the number of hours of Norwegian language training in the introduction program after individual evaluation. And examine the financing scheme for language training ensuring it adequate resources.

· ensure that there, in the introduction program, is exercised good judgment in possible transfers to other residence municipalities, because health or practical reasons make this necessary.

· offer all labor immigrants Norwegian language training in cooperation with the employers.

· offer free Norwegian language training in the asylums.

· open up for work permits for asylum seekers if they get a job. And consider the initiation of vocational training in the asylum centers. 

· ensure that immigrants receiving social security after finishing the introduction program, but cannot prove adequate Norwegian language skills, must be able to participate in Norwegian language training.

· fight mutilation of sex organs trough systematic awareness programs. If mutilation occurs, this should lead to the child being taken into care.

· strengthen resources to police and prosecuting authorities for investigations into serious assault on girls in the form of sex organ mutilation.

· continue the fight against forced marriages in dialogue with the immigrant communities.

· strengthen the status of the asylum children by ensuring that child welfare authorities have care responsibility for single, minor refugees above 15 years old, and that everyone must be offered a Norwegian host family in the local area.

· counteract discrimination in work life by suggesting compulsory actions for employers through the discrimination law, and use wage subsidies to qualified persons with minority backgrounds.

· ensure that time of residence is to be relevant when applying for residence on humanitarian grounds.

· that the application process in connection with converts must be according to UNHCRs guidelines against religious persecution.

· equalise the application process of political and religious asylum seekers.

· improve arrangements for residence permits for foreign citizens with Norwegian a boyfriend or girlfriend.

	Asylum centers: Refuge for persons that are refugees according to the Refugee Convetion. Those granted asylum in Norway get work or residence permits that forms the basis for a permit to settle.

Asylum seeker: Person asking the authorities for protection and recognition as a refugee. The person is an asylum seeker until the application is rejected or acctepted.

Refugee: Used in general terms for people on the flight for different reasons, such as war, riots, human rights abuse or environmental disasters. In professional terminology it refers to a person who has received asylum in Norway, and fills the criteria in flykningekonvenjonen.
Immigrant: Applies to foreign-born persons with two foreign-born parents. Children of immigrants, born in Norway, fall outside of this definition. They are, however, a subgroup of the category of people of immigrant origins.

To stay on humanitarian grounds: collective term for several types of permission to stay in Norway given after an individual assessment to people who do not fit the requirements to obtain asylum. Stay on humanitarian grounds is granted to persons who need international protection, or when strong human considerations suggest that they should stay in the country.
Resettlement/quota refugees: The term is used in the Immigration Act of refugees who are allowed into Norway through an organised selection process, usually in cooperation with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Parliament, as proposed by the Government, establishes a three-year quota for how many transfer refugees that can be allowed into Norway.
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Volunteer activities 

Volunteer activity lives on willingness and dies under coercion. Through good allocation schemes, VAT exemption and reduced bureaucracy KrF will facilitate a vibrant and diverse voluntary sector. Our community is dependent on volunteers. Voluntary sector upholds functions that the authorities neither can nor should fulfil. The Government's role is to facilitate, not manage the volunteer sector. KrF holds volunteers to be a prerequisite for a well-functioning society. 

A good society is built on the family, local environment and local communities. Voluntary work is an important part of development in the local community. People take initiative, care and get involved. The variety of non-governmental organizations is broad and ranges from popular movements, such as the sports, culture and church communities, to smaller organizations. Through volunteer efforts, many have become active and many have enjoyed the work of the NGOs. A large amount of children's and youth activities are run in this way. Voluntary work has great intrinsic value in the form of participation and the opportunity to make an effort for other people.
Strengthening civil society/the voluntary sector is important both in a national, global perspective, as well as in a democratic perspective. The voluntary organizations perform extensive, useful community-building work through relatively small financial contributions and extensive volunteer efforts that also hold preventive and social value.

VAT exemption

KrF wants a system of taxation that promotes positive development, while at the same time ensuring income to the community. Today's taxation system is taxation on voluntary activities. KrF will ensure full VAT exemption for volunteer organizations. The volunteer work in the organizations must not be stifled by bureaucracy, control and regulations. KrF will double the tax deduction scheme for donations to voluntary organizations to 24 000 NOK annually. The financial support schemes must primarily be based on operating subsidies managed by the organizations according to their individual character and according to documentation of activities. Project allocations should be reserved to initiate activity in new and especially prioritized areas.

The centers for volunteer work must be developed further to become trans-sectoral local community centers. The aim is that the centers will trigger voluntary participation for the benefit both of the volunteers and for those who receive services or community through the services. 

Avoid putting volunteer work out for tender

Several non-governmental organizations and foundations provide good treatment and care services for, among other groups, drug addicts and children from child welfare services. KrF will ensure that these facilities are utilized by the public system, which has the formal responsibility to provide users with opportunities of treatment and help. The exemption provision in the tender regulations that give government authorities a possibility to negotiate directly with the voluntary sector rather than putting the service out for tender must be used more actively. 

KrF wants to:

· ensure non-governmental organizations good conditions and strong financial support.

· work for better coordination of state policy for the voluntary sector.

· ensure that support to NGOs to a greater extent occurs in the form of operating subsidies, and that project allocations are used as a supplement for new initiatives.

· establish a simplification and de-bureaucratization program for the voluntary sector. 

· ensure good coordination between NGOs and public authorities. 

· ensure that the register of voluntary activities is adapted to the voluntary sector in a manner that does not exclude small clubs and associations. 

· double the deduction limit for gifts to non-governmental organizations to 24 000NOK annually.

· ensure that the voluntary sector to a larger extent is given a chance to acquire commissions through direct negotiations in cases where services are to be subjected to competition. 

· strengthen the local voluntary effort by establishing more centers of voluntary activities and escalation of state subsidies. 

· initiate a research program on the voluntary sector, with frameworks, time horizon and organization that makes the research relevant and useful for the sector.

· increase the access of savings banks to allocate surpluses as gifts to the benefit of the public in order to strengthen the income of non-governmental organizations.

· strengthen the “Frifond” scheme managed by the organizations through the national umbrella organizations.

· strengthen and further develop the role of adult education associations as an arena for learning and development for the voluntary sector. 

· ensure VAT-exemption for voluntary organizations.

Stewardship: 
nature, resources and economy

The environment and natural resources

The world is increasingly characterized by the fact that the climate is changing. We are faced with challenges that are different than the environmental challenges the world has faced before. Climate change is global, and therefore, both national and global measures are needed to stop it. In spite of the fact that it is the rich countries that contribute the most to cause climate changes, it is the poor countries that are hit the hardest. Climate policy must provide guidelines for other political priorities. 

Stewardship is the basis of Christian Democratic environmental policy. The purpose of all policies must be to solve today’s challenges without sacrificing the opportunity of future generations to have their needs met. Consequently, we are to manage the world in the best possible manner and ensure sustainable development. This includes taking responsibility for biological diversity, the climate and the air we all breathe.

Climate policy

The UN climate panel have documented that emissions of climate gasses must be drastically reduced to avoid dramatic global climate change.
It will be essential to have a new international agreement in place before the Kyoto agreement expires. It requires that industrial countries both reduce their own emissions and support initiatives in developing countries through financing and technology transfers. Norway must be a driving force in international negotiations, and show a willingness to undertake substantial commitments. 

If we are to reach the two-degree target, we need to achieve a reduction in global emissions no later than 2015, and reductions of 50-85 percent by 2050. The climate comprimise made in parliament  constitutes a foundation for Norway to handle our share, but KrF wants more ambitious goals. By 2020, Norway must emit less than 35 million tonns CO2 -equivalents, and cut emissions by 30 percent compared to the levels in 1990.

Norway cannot buy themselves out of significant domestic climate measures through international emissions trading. International trade in greenhouse emissions must only be a supplementary measure. An effective quota system ensures that domestic environmental measures are implemented when it provides greater environmental impact for a given cost than buying quotas.

The largest contributions to Norway's greenhouse gas emissions stem from oil and gas production, transport and industrial processes. It is necessary to significantly reduce these emissions. First and foremost, it requires that we replace fossil energy with renewable energy in all these sectors. The principle that “Polluter pays” is important but not sufficient in meeting the climate challenge we face.

Even if we manage to achieve our climate goals it is clear that changes already occurring will have major repercussions. Therefore, KrF wants to establish systematic efforts in mapping short-term and long-term consequences in order to initiate proper countermeasures. This involves avalanche protection, measures against erosion, regulations for construction, security policy in the northern areas and environmental policy measures regarding species affected or threatened by climate change. It must also apply in poor and vulnerable countries where adaptation to climate change will be a major challenge in the future.

KrF wants to:

· work to ensure that Norway will contribute actively to a new and comprehensive international climate agreement after Kyoto with a fair sharing of burdens between rich and poor countries. The agreement must be binding and have opportunities for sanctions.

· ensure that Norway is willing to reduce our own emissions with 25-30 percent of 1990 levels by 2020, and at the same time finance emission-reducing measures in development countries, such as industry and energy production and preservation of the rain forest, in addition to comprehensive adaptation measures in poor and vulnerable countries.

· ensure that Norway, also in the future, is to participate in the EU's quota system for greenhouse gases. Norway must be a driving force to ensure that the system leads to greater emissions reductions in that the total quota amount will be reduced, and the system with free allocation of quotas is phased out.

· turn the tax system in a green direction so it pays to be environmentally friendly. 

· introduce a prize for 25 000 NOK with the purchase of environmentally friendly cars. 

· facilitate increased use of electric and hybrid cars.  

· maintain high duties on fuel and use duties and taxation to reward the most environmentally friendly solutions.

· impose requirements for environmental, ethical and social standards in the production of biofuels, and simultaneously increase both production and consumption of sustainable biofuels.

· ensure that increased production of biodiesel will not come at the expense of food production in poor countries. Therefore, there is a need for continued effort on research towards using ingredients that are not sacrificing farm land and / or existing food production.

· ensure that Norway should be a driving force behind international agreements that ends production of cars based on fossil fuels by 2020, or other technology-oriented agreements with the corresponding level of ambition. 

· ensure that all publicly-held corporations must be instructed to prepare and publish annual greenhouse accounts showing the company's carbon imprint.

The Kyoto Agreement/Protocol
is an international agreement made in December 1997 in Kyoto, Japan. Formally, the Kyoto Protocol is a protocol to the Convention on Climate Change that was adopted during the UN conference on environment and development in 1992 (The Rio Conference). The agreement implies that the countries' greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced by 5.2 percent compared to 1990-levels by the period 2008-2012. Source: Wikipedia

The UN Panel on Climate Change 
Since the end of the 1980s, researchers, diplomats and government leaders have discussed international cooperation to limit emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases. The negotiations on political actions are organized by the UN Climate Change Secretariat in Bonn. The most important agreements are the Convention on Climate Change from 1992 and the Kyoto Protocol from 1997. An important scientific basis for the climate negotiations is the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) which was created in 1988. In 2007 the UN Cimate Panel receive the Nobel Peace Prize together with Al Gore. Read more about the UN Climate Panel on www.ipcc.ch. Source: Cicero/IPCC
Energy

The need for energy is increasing. The way out of poverty for developing countries requires increased use of energy. Rich countries, however, must reduce their energy usage and show that it is possible to develop welfare and well-functioning society, and at the same time reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Increased energy should to the greatest extent possible, come from renewable energy sources. As a rich country Norway has a special responsibility to help developing countries build their communities on clean energy. The entire nation has ownership to our natural resources. Consequently, our resources must contribute to land-based wealth creation and employment throughout the entire country.

However, the petroleum industry has contributed to global warming by emissions of CO2 into the atmosphere. The industry has secured considerable income for Norway, and made us one of the richest countries in the world. Therefore, we must contribute with resources to remedy the situation as it is today. We must use our knowledge and our resources for research and development of new environmentally friendly technology and clean energy.

Over 70 percent of Norwegian greenhouse gas emissions are caused by the use of fossil energy. In order to achieve sufficient reductions in our national emissions we must therefore make our energy usage more efficient and replace fossil energy with renewable energy. In order to ensure sufficient quantities of renewable energy and transmission capability, it is crucial to work out an energy and climate plan with specific plans as to how we will meet our climate goals by 2020.

Existing petroleum installations on the Norwegian continental shelf should be electrified using emission free power from countries where this is economically possible. All new developments on the shelf must mainly be based on electrification. Increased production of renewable energy is an important condition for this effort.

KrF is of the opinion that oil extraction is not to occur in vulnerable maritime areas where environmental aspects imply that such activity is irresponsible. Therefore, petroleum-free zones in the maritime areas outside of Lofoten and Vesterålen, at Mørebankene and in the coastal areas of the Skagerrak strait must be established. Petroleum-free zones should also be considered established in especially vulnerable and coastal parts of the Barents Sea.

Increased petroleum related activity on the Russian side in the Barents Sea and the already awarded concessions in Norway leads to a significantly increased risk of spills and shipwrecks. Therefore, as soon as possible, there must be established an oil-pollution service in North-Norway.  

Exports of Norwegian gas in the years ahead will be important to ensure that European countries reduce their emissions and use of coal. A change in the criteria for selection of blocks open for nomination on the shelf should be considered. This can be done by, as far as possible, using the available geological knowledge to prioritize gas as the primary resource.

No new licenses or extensions of existing concessions to build gasworks without CO2 handling should be authorized.

Renewable energy

Norway is to be a leading energy nation, also in the future, but then in clean energy. Therefore, jobs and research on energy must be turned from petroleum to new renewable energy.

In addition to hydroelectric power, we have a great potential for production of wind power, we have good conditions for tidal power and opportunities related to solar energy, salt water power and wave power. Additionally, we have access to large amounts of bio-energy, mainly in the form of growth in the forests. KrF would strengthen efforts to develop new renewable energy sources, improve support schemes and ensure predictable frameworks for these. It is also important to stimulate the upgrading of hydroelectric power plants and the construction of more micro-, mini-and small hydro-electric power stations in places where this is environmentally acceptable. The application processes for these power plants must be made more efficient, and the process towards efficiency must be implemented without sacrificing the documentation requirements regarding potential environmental consequences. Today, much energy is lost because of an old and under dimensioned power line network. It is a national task to rectify this.

Environmentally friendly energy consumption

Norway is a large consumer of energy. KrF wants a reduction in this consumption. This will require changes in attitude and specific actions. Efforts of energy economizing must be increased in both private and public sectors. The price on electricity in Norway has traditionally been far lower than in our neighboring countries. This has, among other things, made investments in new energy saving and renewable energy sources less profitable. KrF will discontinue the system of selling so-called “power without priority” at a low price because this system, among other things, makes it unprofitable for large public institutions to convert from electric heating to water heating based on for example bioenergy. Electric power should only be a supplementary source of heating. 

The use of water heating must be increased. As many as possible of newly constructed buildings, as well as renovated ones, must be prepared for this kind of heating. Water heating provides flexibility in the choice of energy. It can be combined with district heating, heat pumps, electrical boilers or biofuels (wood, wood chips, pellets, and more). It is a goal to replace oil heating with increased use of heat pumps, bioenergy and district heating. Norway must be a leading nation when it comes to research and development based on bioenergy from wood-based materials. It is important to develop a second generation of biofuels from wood and bioelectricity.

Virtually all energy production carry with it some form of environmental impact. Therefore, we must also emphasize energy saving. The focus on CO2 emissions from buildings has been too low. Municipalities must demand that developers choose environmentally friendly energy solutions; for example by building so-called low-energy homes when developing new areas of housing. It should also be a requirement that new commercial buildings are designed in such a way that the emissions of harmful greenhouse gases are reduced to a minimum. Regardless of the source of energy, it is the consumption of energy that is the biggest problem. Therefore, we must establish systems that favor the construction and rehabilitation of buildings so that energy needs are reduced to a minimum.
KrF is of the opinion that it is not an option for Norway to develop nuclear power because of the high risks involved and because of the waste problem. The precautionary principle must be our basis of decision, and so far, it is not an option to develop thorium power plants.

KrF wants to:

· ensure that pilot projects based on alternative sources of energy must receive added funds.

· make a stronger effort towards energy efficiency and facilitate increased production of renewable energy to replace fossil energy.

· introduce a ban on the use of heating oil. First in new buildings and rehabilitation, and later also through the phasing out of existing facilities.

· work towards changing attitudes and accomplishing concrete measures to reduce the total consumption of energy in Norway.

· establish petroleum-free zones to ensure that extraction does not occur in vulnerable areas where environmental aspects make such activity unacceptable.

· ensure that there, as soon as possible, is established an oil-pollution service in northern Norway, and that the emergency system to combat oil pollution is improved along the entire coastline.

· ensure that the gas works at Melkøya gets CO2-handling.

· not award new licenses or prolong existing concessions to build gas works without CO2-handling.

· stand firm on the demand for CO2-handling at Kårstø and Mongstad.

· improve the support schemes for heating with the use of water heating, heating pumps or other environmentally friendly methods replacing electrical and oil heating.

· get rid of the arrangement with Awards in Predefined Areas (APA).

· increase allocations to research on renewable energy, both nationally and globally.

· enhance and make today’s hydroelectric power plants more effective. 

· facilitate the development of small hydro-electric power stations.

· ensure a continued effort on development of windmills at suitable places on land and offshore.

· introduce a green-certificate system to stimulate new renewable energy production.

· ensure that no new buildings are to be built with electrical or fossil energy as main source of heating.

· increase the CO2-tax and develop the support mechanism making it profitable to develop and use energy saving technology.

· increase the tax on electricity across the country to simulate electricity saving and use alternative heating sources.

· continue support of the purchase of heat pumps to stimulate electricity saving.

· ensure that the fixed price on the use of electricity is evened out to ensure that it is as equal as possible no matter where you live in the country.

· award state grants to renewal/strengthening of the power line network.

· formally consider and introduce a two-tier price system on electricity.

· introduce energy demands on sources of light and ban electrical appliances using power when they are turned off (standby-mode).

Consumption and waste

We must reduce the environmental impact from consumption and waste. This is and ethical challenge that must be converted into goal-oriented political action.

In the rich world, we have already surpassed a level of consumption that would be sustainable if the whole world population held it. Resources will simply not be sufficient. The rich world holds a responsibility to the poor and we must change our consumption patterns to consume less than we do today.

We must reduce the environmental impact of production and consumption. Unnecessary packaging and trash must be removed, and the portion of waste consisting of hazardous materials must be reduced. All municipalities must have proper arrangements for pre-separation of trash at the source, and material recovery must be improved.
Rules and regulations for the date stamping of food products should be reviewed with reducing the ever-increasing amount of food remains from the grocery industry and households in mind. Food waste should in the greatest extent possible be sorted out, and used for the production of sustainable biofuels.

KrF wants to:

· introduce CO2-acconts on products, particularly energy-carrying ones, which monitor emissions all the way from production, processing, transport to consumption.

· instruct municipalities to arrange pre-separation of trash at the source.

· introduce a fee on packaging.

· introduce the "yes-thank you-principle" on unaddressed advertising by mail.

· facilitate the transition to shopping bags made of degradable material or is suitable for reuse.

· further improve the arrangements for the collection of hazardous waste by, among other things, establishing more stations for collection of environmentally hazardous waste.

· improve consumer rights and sharpen the producer responsibility to contribute to extended duration on products and responsible waste management.

· encourage increased utilization of waste-to-energy (WtE) such as district heating, biofuels or electricity production.

· improve framework conditions for biogas production. 

· consider the introduction of quota regulations or ban the export of waste to ensure development of adequate capacity for treatment in Norway.

· ensure the effective recovery and recycling of trash pre-separated at the source, and that waste is utilized in an economically and environmentally sound manner.

Protection, outdoor life and the use of natural resources

Nature must be managed to preserve biological diversity. Good protection plans must be developed. Air and water pollution and other interventions that may come at the expense of the world's biological diversity must be prevented. The diversity found within Norwegian borders must enjoy strong protection. The World’s rain forests need a much stronger protection if we are to preserve the enormous number of discovered and undiscovered plant and animal species in these areas. This will also be an important climate effort.

Knowledge-based land use management is essential. The value of biodiversity cannot be measured in short-term measures, but the destruction of diversity has serious long-term consequences that we currently, do not see the range of. The Biological Diversity Act must be actively used to ensure biological diversity in all of nature and landscape types, also in all lakes and waterways and the sea. Consideration of biological diversity must be incorporated and taken into account in all land use management and use of natural resources. The cooperation with the forestry industry regarding biological diversity and good management must be continued and expanded.

Protection

The work with the protection plan must be continued to ensure the protection of important types of natural environments across the country. KrF is of the opinion that voluntary protection agreements are suitable and fitting solutions, and will therefore further develop this scheme. Compensation arrangements for the protection of areas with coniferous forest must be changed to ensure that the owners of the affected properties receive annual compensation based on forest growth and the worth of what could have been extracted if the area had not been protected. This will free up state funds for additional protection agreements, while ensuring a long-term and just compensation arrangement for the property.

The four large carnivore species bears, wolves, wolverines and lynx must be managed so that we take our share of the responsibility to ensure viable populations of these, all in line with the previous broad settlement in parliament. The management of predators must be based on local expertise, knowledge of animal behavior and living patterns. Feeling of insecurity in some areas, however, must be taken seriously. The registration of the predator population must be secured adequate funding. Important parts of the management are the elimination of aggressive and dangerous animals, as well as the prevention of the large carnivores establishing outside the core areas. Funds for preventive and conflict-reducing measures should be increased. Farmers who suffer animal losses because of the large carnivores must be secured good compensation arrangements. Restructuring measures for transition to other agricultural operations in the most effected areas must be implemented.

Outdoor life

It is important to preserve the right of general passage in uncultivated areas. Opportunity for passage and use of natural areas is important for development and well-being. Children and young people must be encouraged to responsible usage of nature both for their own benefit, and because insight and joy of nature creates good stewards.
The coastal zone must be managed in a generational perspective, and secured for public use. The hundred-meter-rule must be strictly enforced. In parts of the country where the coastal zone is not under pressure there should be opened for a more flexible practice.

KrF will continue to have a restrictive policy for driving in outlying areas. Good arrangements for acceptable driving for responsible purposes, driving to and from cabins and routes for snowmobile clubs and the like must be ensured in areas where this does not have major negative environmental consequences.

People's local environment is important for well-being and health. Clear requirements for noise emissions must be established. Goal-oriented efforts must be made towards reducing noise problems and noise restriction must be included in community planning.

KrF wants to:

· ensure adequate protection of areas of coniferous forests and increase the pace of protection of old/coniferous forests significantly, and facilitate a faster process protection.

· change compensation arrangements for protection of areas of coniferous forests to annual compensation adjusted in line with the value of the growth of the forest, and at the same time increase the tempo of protection while ensuring long-term aspects for the affected properties.

· ensure protection of areas vulnerable to intervention and maintain a rich cultivated landscape.

· secure legal right of access to private land, and public access to the seaside. by, amongst other things, the acquisition of recreation areas and continued free legal aid to municipalities that want to remove illegal obstacles for passage in the coastal zone.

· improve the allocation schemes to outdoor activities.

· establish good arrangements for responsible usage and maintenance of hiking trails etc. in protected areas.

· raise the age-limit on free inland fishing from 16 to 18 years.

· ensure viable populations of the four large carnivore species, but examine if the conditions for self-defense are adequate, and whether these should be expanded to apply to direct attacks hunting dogs and farm animals on home fields. 

· ensure that the Biological Diversity Act ensures strong protection for the biological diversity both on land and in the water.

· ensure that the supply of power to a greater degree must be transferred through submarine cables where so is possible so as to, the greatest possible extent, avoid power lines across land.

Financial policy 

The overreaching goal of financial policy is to contribute to a stable economic development that ensures lasting, high employment. A responsible management of the petroleum fortune is a necessary prerequisite to reach this goal. Both our own and the coming generations have equal rights to the income from the extraction of oil and gas. The petroleum fortune must be used to secure good welfare services, also for coming generations. KrF will lead a financial policy that includes as many as possible in work life. 

The budgetary rule: (Handlingsregelen)

In the spring of 2001 the Parliament decided on the following guidelines for budget policy:

- Petroleum revenues are gradually phased into the economy about in line with developments in the expected real return of the Government Pension Fund - Global. (Formerly known as the Petroleum Fund)
- Smoothing out fluctuations in the economy to ensure good utilization of capacity and low unemployment must be emphasized.
Since it is only the expected real returns that are to be spent, the budgetary rule implies that the Fund's capital is not drained over time. Thus, a sustainable management of petroleum wealth is facilitated, thereby ensuring that the wealth also will benefit future generations. However, the saving allowed for by the budgetary rule on the side of the State, is not sufficient to cover the sharp rise in expenditures on pensions, health care and results of an aging population.
The revised national budget for 2009 planned to spend 130 billion Norwegian kroners of the oil revenues, measured by the structural, oil corrected deficit. By comparison, total expenditure over the national budget in 2009, outside of the petroleum industry, is assessed to be 851 billion. This means that approximately every ninth expense krone in public budgets is an "oil krone".

Source: The Ministry of Finance/The revised national budget of 2009. See www.regjeringen.no and www.statsbudsjettet.dep.no

The returns on investment from the Government Pension Fund - Global cannot fund a public welfare system on a permanent basis. It is only the people themselves who can do that, through work, value creation and fair distribution. In calculations of the national wealth, the value of labor constitutes about nine times the value of oil and gas and the financial investments of the Government Pension Fund - Global. Long-term extrapolation (generational accounts) suggests that future generations face tax increases equivalent to 7-8 percent of GDP just to finance the level of welfare we have today, if one assumes the same work participation in the various age groups that we have today. 

Therefore, KrF will not use our petroleum wealth to fund social welfare reforms that will weaken the participation in the work force on permanent basis, such as reductions in general working hours. A major part of the national budget should be used for targeted investments in infrastructure such as railways and roads and the building of human capital through increased investment in research and development.

There is a clear connection between Norway's petroleum wealth and man-made climate change which among other things stems from emissions of fossil fuels. As a petroleum nation, Norway is obliged to allocate much money to climate measures and on mitigating damages in poor countries resulting from climate change.

Partners wage settlements have an independent responsibility to ensure the foundation for a stable economic development through moderate settlements. Both private and public employers have an independent responsibility for maintaining awareness of this throughout the entire population by counteracting unreasonable growth in the salaries of leaders. 

Stable monetary policy

The monetary policy must be aimed at ensuring an inflation rate roughly in line with the countries Norway has economic intercourse with. This can contribute to stable economic development. 

The direct state ownership is to contribute to fulfilling the overarching goals of fiscal policy. KrF supports professional state ownership as a tool to ensure that value creation from the exploitation of non-renewable resources will benefit the entire population, and that key management and strategic functions in technology companies that are leading in their respective business sectors are maintained in Norway. Simultaneously, the effect of ownership as a tool to achieve these goals must be measured against other means. KrF holds that there is room for some reduction of state ownership in favor of private ownership without impairing the effectiveness of fiscal policy.   

”Gross national life quality/general well beeing”

When people have reached a certain level of purchasing power and access to welfare services, it is not necessarily so that continued economic growth increases the quality of life. At the same time, today, only the economic development is measured and reported, and therefore it receives the greatest attention in the public debate. There is a need to turn the focus of public debate from social welfare development to the development of life quality. Therefore, KrF will be a driving force to develop tools for measuring social development in other areas than purely material development.

KrF wants to: 

· continue the budgetary rule with necessary flexibility to adjust the use of oil revenue according to economic trends.

· further develop the current ethical guidelines for the Government Pension Fund - Global within the frameworks of the existing management model. Including the opening up for topic-based investments in listed companies and investments in unlisted companies that develop technology for environmentally friendly energy usage and clean production of energy. 

· ensure a special consideration in the annual budget documents on how the prioritization of investment funds and assets in the budget contributes to the community's long-term value creation.

· implement a gradual reduction of state ownership in companies, with business profits as its main goal, in which state ownership is greater than what is necessary to ensure the specified goals of ownership.

· increase the focus on the development of relevant measures for "general well being” (“national life quality" in the budget documents, as well as focusing on the factors that research identifies is important for this development.

· ensure a decentralized banking and financial system across the country. Savings banks must enjoy good conditions including the primary capital certificate as equity instrument to prevent acquisition and centralization. 

· invest in the future by increasing spending on infrastructure, maintenance of public buildings, transport and research.

Tax and fees 

The main purpose of paying taxes is to fund a good public welfare system serving the entire population. KrF wants a stable system of taxation and fees that rewards environmentally friendly choices, while maintaining a positive redistribution profile. At the same time, the system of taxation and fees must ensure good conditions for value creation across the country, and encourage participation in work life. 

Norway has a level of taxation and fees that is slightly higher than the average in the EU. At the same time, we have good welfare services and a greater element of public services than in many EU countries. An efficient system of taxation and fees should be structured so that it encourages the creation of value. Although economic theory usually assumes that higher taxes damage value creation it is still difficult to prove this correlation in international comparative statistics. On the contrary, there is ample evidence that well-developed welfare states enjoy high value creation because the arrangements can contribute, among other things, to a generally competent workforce with high occupational participation. Today, the dominating items of tax and dues are income on wealth and income from individuals and businesses, as well as VAT and social security premiums. 

KrF will give priority to ensure quality welfare services over major general tax cuts. The tax revenues of the authorities should stay at about the current level. However, KrF will make some changes in the tax system by, among other things, reducing taxes on labor. The changes will especially aim at helping people with lower income, and introduce a shift away from taxes on business and value creation. Instead we will emphasize stronger environmental taxes and taxes on hazardous products.
KrF wants to:

· reduce taxes on labor, especially for people with low income, through increased basic tax allowances and an increased limit on tax-exempt cards.

· maintain a system of two-tier surtax to ensure that people with high income contribute relatively more in financing welfare services. 

· Remove to  worth tax on capital invested in the comany.

· double the tax deduction on gifts to volunteer activity to 24 000 annually by the end of the period. And increase the limits for payroll tax for volunteer organizations.  

· raise the limit for maximum savings in the BSU scheme to 225 000 kroner. 

· increase the limit for individual pension savings with tax advantages to 40 000 kroner each year. 

· stimulate increased research in companies by increasing the limit of coverage in the SkatteFUNN system.

· consider if family policy based tax deduction schemes increasingly can be targeted to families with many children and single income households with a weak economy.

· let all municipalities have equal opportunity to be able to collect property tax if they want to, but, with basis in the property tax law, enhance municipal ability to safeguard social considerations in its design. 

· introduce an exemption for inheritance tax at generational changes in family-owned companies on the condition that the next generation continues the operations. (See fact box for explanation.)

· remove the VAT on fresh fruits and vegetables, but at the same time increase the VAT on soft drinks and sugar-containing beverages.

· replace current special fees on chocolate etc. and sugar for domestic purposes with a general tax on sugar.

· increase special dues with environmental or health purposes to finance other tax and fee reductions that promotes value creation or motivates labor.

· ensure that the tax offices must practice the same liberal interpretation of the documentation requirements to people with diabetes that require deduction for major expenses in connection with illness. 

· reorganize the taxation of cars and use the taxation system to encourage a more environmentally friendly car fleet including the removal of the one-time fee on low-emission cars.

· improve access to tax deductions for work-related use of public transport, and finance this by making commuter parking provided by the employer on its property in the central parts of larger cities a taxable benefit.

· expand arrangements with zero-tariffs on the import of goods from developing countries (GSP), but still target countries with low average per capita income.

· raise the limit for zero-taxes on privately imported goods.

· introduce VAT-exemption for the voluntary sector.

· improve the deduction schemes for extraordinary expenses related to dental treatment.

· implement tax deduction schemes for environmental investments/measures.

· keep the tax deduction scheme for commuters and not weaken the arrangement.  

KrF’s model for inheritance tax on family businesses:

Many family-owned businesses are struggling at generational changes because large values in companies results in high inheritance taxes.

KrF’s model for inheritance tax on family businesses will solve this problem.

We suggest a new model: At generational changes in family-owned businesses, the inheritance tax is calculated, however, the payment of it is automatically postponed ten years. If the next generation decides to countinue operations, the tax is reduced by one tenth each year. Consequently, if the business is operated for ten years or more the inheritance tax is completely dropped.

Education policy 

The school is the community's most important common arena for the learning of knowledge, basic skills and attitudes. The good school emphasizes desire to learn and the mastering of skills and knowledge. Works on the basis of a general view on competence, and a mandate to educate in line with UNESCO's four pillars of lifelong learning: Students must learn to be able to know, do, be and live together. 4 pillars
KrF wants a school founded on basic values in our Christian and Humanistic heritage and human rights, and that this is mirrored in the preamble of school laws. The school's work towards a positive learning environment and concrete measures against all forms of bullying and discrimination should have the highest priority.
The school's main task is to facilitate learning. KrF will enhance the school's focus on knowledge and basic skills that are important to provide children and youth sustainable confidence to master challenges in society and in their own lives. The school's efforts are set in a lifelong perspective of learning where constructive activity, creative display and social, cultural and ethical competence are important ingredients. 

Renewal and change in school must be based on experience and knowledge. Therefore, KrF will stimulate educational research and development that can provide insight into how we ensure a good primary education for all.

School levels

School is an educational establishment and an important bearer of culture and value. All students must experience that the school see and appreciate them as whole human beings regardless of background and cultural capital. KrF will strengthen efforts to adapt the school's educational efforts and organizing to a breadth and diversity of interests, skills and abilities. We are also of the opinion that better models enhancing education adapted to the individual needs must be developed. For example by dividing classes into levels in several subjects to ensure that students receive an education adapted to their personal level of knowledge. However, it is important that the basic principle of classes divided regardless of original knowledge levels is maintained. 

KrF will have a special focus on students who, for various reasons, are struggling in school. Systematic efforts of monitoring, prevention and problem-solving measures is to be strengthened. More efforts towards learning must be connected to practical tasks. KrF will work to strengthen the perspective of entrepreneurship and expand the possibilities for diversity and variation in learning.
None of the recent educational reforms have had a particular focus on lower secondary school/junior high school. KrF will ensure increased focus on practical work, practice-oriented theory and supply of resources to meet current and future challenges. This is important, among other things, to reduce drop-out rates in secondary/high school. The school must see and appreciate all students. It is a goal in itself that all students experience success. The school must be adapted to students that are strong in either practical or theoretical studies. Entrepreneurship must be further developed as a natural part of the school's various levels. Practical subjects must have sufficient funds to localities and equipment. In this it is important to have close cooperation with the local business community.
The high drop-out rate is the most important challenge in secondary education. KrF holds that it takes a variety of measures to solve this problem, and that those closest to the students also are the ones closest to solving the problem. KrF will introduce a state allocation scheme (drop-out pot) from which schools, counties and municipalities can apply for funds to combat drop-out in secondary/high school. In addition, KrF will strengthen educational research and development that can provide more knowledge about how theoretic subject matter can be adapted to ensure that vocationally motivated students find it meaningful and interesting.
For those choosing a vocational education in secondary school, the apprenticeship period is a very important part of training. Studies show that those who have had their apprenticeship in business pass the practical final examination far more frequently than those who receive their training in school. KrF wants to ensure that everyone who wants to should get apprenticeships. Apprentices are an important resource in itself. The requirements for follow-up and training help to ensure businesses new knowledge. In order to ensure enough apprentice places for health workers it must be considered if municipalities and health enterprises is to be forced to hire apprentices.
The training candidature scheme must also be strengthened for those who need a certificate of competence at a lower level than a certificate of apprenticeship. The system should be applied for and be continued to achieve full competence at a later date.
Contents of school

KrF focus on quality in school. Consequently, we prioritize content and more teachers over increased number of hours. 

The school must raise awareness among children and young people that boys and girls are equal and have the same opportunities and rights to choose education, occupation and the arrangement of their own lives. Young people must have the opportunity to be involved in taking responsibility, therefore, guidance councillors in lower secondary/junior high schools and secondary/high schools must be encouraged to maintain close cooperation. Student governments must be ensured real opportunities for self-determination. And the system of student representatives in the governing bodies of the school must be further developed. A safety delegate for schoolchildren must be established. 

The school health services must be available to the students and have adequate capacity to help. It should also be used to a larger extent in coordination of the public services around each student, for example the outpatient clinic for children and adolescents (BUP), the child welfare authorities, the police and family guidance. The personal difficulties of children and young people must be attended to in a good, professional manner. The school health services in primary and secondary education must be strengthened, preferably with more vocational groups. KrF wants a national minimum requirement to ensure better quality in the school health services involving amongst other things more vocational groups and more time per student.
It is important that the parents participate in the learning of the students. More areas where the school and home meet must be facilitated. KrF will emphasize the school-home cooperation to a larger extent than today by for example introducing a school-home coordinator with a special responsibility to take care of those that struggle because of difficulties at home. Experience shows that good cooperation between home and school leads to reduced school absences, an increase in the number of people finishing education, satisfied students and parents, more accurate evaluations from teachers of the child’s knowledge level, and increased well-being and better results. Additionally, the parents achieve a stronger network with help from other parents. This might be especially important for multicultural families. For KrF, the freedom of choice for parents is essential. Therefore, we will ensure a quality before and after-school program, help with homework and other volunteer measures outside of school.

A good education must ensure focus on attitudes and respect for your fellow man. Relationships, general knowledge of relations, and prevention and handling of conflicts must be incorporated in relevant subjects. 

Learning depends on a good environment at school. The fight against bullying in schools must continue. To emphasize the importance of systematic school environment and anti bullying efforts the Center for Behavioral Research should be strengthened. Comprehensive research experience is essential to build up competent guidance/mentoring groups that can assist schools in concrete efforts. KrF wants to introduce an independent ombudsman for bullying problemsin each county that can assist parents, students, schools and teachers when the conflict level is too high to be resolved locally. All schools must carry out systematic work to prevent bullying. Students who bully others must receive close follow-up. And repeated bullying must have consequences for the conduct mark on the diploma.
Independent ombudmsman for bullying problems.
Many parents feel they are powerless when their child is bullied. Therefore, KrF will have an independent ombudsman for bullying problems in each county. We will give children and parents an opportunity to appeal and an ally in the fight against bullying when the solution is not achieved at the individual school. The most important efforts against bullying is done locally - in kindergarten, in school, at home and in children and young people's recreational environment. A safe childhood without bullying should be a right for all children!  

It is important for children and young people to have the opportunity to participate in activities beyond the school day. Several places, schemes of so-called flexible activity funds have been introduced. These ensure children and young people from families with low ability to meet payments help with expenses to, for example, cultural activities, sports activities or excursions in connection with school. KrF wants to introduce such schemes across the country and wants to link these to schools and an important common arena.
The role of the teacher and teacher qualifications

The quality of education is primarily dependent on the teachers, their qualifications, and how they work together with colleagues, students and parents. KrF will ensure high quality in education by recruiting the right students to the teaching profession, ensuring that they receive a solid teacher education in close cooperation with the schools, and provide them with good working conditions. Good working conditions include challenges and opportunities for further academic and educational development and education. Teachers must have enough time to the individual student. This requires more teachers in schools. 

KrF wants opportunities for a greater degree of specialization in teacher education. At the same time, it is important to ensure a good general teacher training programme. Particularly seen in a regional perspective where we have many schools with few students, and teachers that have to teach a lot of subjects. The education of teachers must occur in cooperation with schools and be practice-oriented. Mental health should be a compulsory subject in the education of teachers.
The beginning founds the basis for the rest of the career. Therefore, KrF wants to introduce a teacher-mentor arrangement the first year of active work. Teachers with experience and good qualifications are to use this arrangement to follow-up on new teachers. 

Private schools

Parents must have the right to select another type of school for their children than the public offers. The parents’ right includes articles about the right to choose education in line with their own convictions. KrF will ensure the right to start private schools based on alternative education methods, beliefs or ideology. Such private schools are great supplements to the public school. The private schools must still have the right to employ teaching staff in line the school's distinctive characters. We will not open for private schools based on commercial operations. 

To preserve diversity, the State should provide financial support for the start-up and operation of Private schools. KrF wants to introduce a grant to cover rent of localities for this type of schools, and strengthen the current allocation scheme to daily operations.

KrF wants to:

· increase teacher resources in school to ensure more time to spend on each student.  

· ensure that teacher-mentor arrangements are developed to offer new teachers guidance and follow-up.

· ensure personalized education to each student, including special education to those with specific difficulties, for example dyslexia.

· ensure a school-home coordinator in each municipality.

· ensure that the school actively promotes values.

· say on to the full-time school and school for 5-year-olds.
· ensure the establishment of safety delegates for school children. 

· ensure that student democracy is facilitated for as a part of the democracy training of students.

· ensure that the before and after-school program (SFO) is a quality volunteer offer. The responsibility for this should lie with the municipalities. 

· assess the implementation of the principle of free obligatory education. The principle should not restrict schools' freedom to go on excursions, camps or participate in cultural experiences. 

· secure the cultural school backpack as an adequate cultural service to all children. 

· ensure continued mandatory training in the second-choice form of Norwegian in primary and lower secondary school (1-10), and that textbooks must be in both language forms.

· ensure that teaching materials for the disabled must be available when starting school.

· ensure that the work against bullying, violence and discrimination is incorporated in education at all levels. 

· introduce an independent bullying commissioner (ombud).

· strengthen the pedagogical-psychological services to children and young people.

· make parental guidance available to everyone. Parents not using the service that the school consider would benefit greatly from it, must be made contact with.

· ensure a renewal of lower secondary school/junior high school with, among other things, improved personalized education, more practical content and greater opportunities for specialization. 

· strengthen guidance services and the cooperation between lower secondary/junior high school and secondary/high school. 

· offer guidance services, also for apprentices.

· maintain and, if necessary, expand the scheme with interest-free loans to municipalities for the maintenance and construction of school facilities.

· introduce a state drop-off pot from which schools, municipalities, counties and others can apply for grants to projects preventing students from dropping out of school. 

· secure the right to initiate private schools based on alternative education methods or belief as alternatives to public school. 

· introduce a grant for the rent of localities from private schools.

· make the common core subjects in vocational studies more practically oriented.

· strengthen educational research and development that provides increased knowledge about how theoretical subject matter can be adapted so that vocationally motivated students find it meaningful and interesting.

· further develop technical general studies (TAF) in secondary school.

· ensure school health services with sufficient capacity in both primary and secondary schools.

· ensure that Christianity has a place in the value focused subjects at school that mirrors the reality of our history and cultural heritage.

· introduce more vocational groups into Norwegian schools.

· facilitate good conditions for students that perform well at school.

· reintroduce practical electives as an alternative to linguistic specialization in lower secondary/junior high school.

· further develop entrepreneurship in school to offer students practical knowledge and encourage innovative thinking and creativity in business.

· extend the use of the training candidature scheme to ensure those who need it a certificate of competence on a lower level than the certificate of apprenticeship and thereby hinder drop-outs.

· reduce the payroll tax for apprentices.

· introduce a requirement for having apprentices in the company in all public tenders where this is relevant.

· strengthen the scientific subjects in primary and lower secondary school (1-10).

· ensure that private schools can accept adults without the right to education.

· limit the administrative burden of teachers, and thereby free up time for educational purposes.

· that the right to education must be expanded so that those who have completed a vocational education program have the right to further courses in the common core subjects.

· demand that the guidance councillors in schools have formal counseling qualifications.

Higher education and research 

KrF holds that higher education in Norway is to be characterized by knowledge, high quality, diversity and equal rights. Educational policy must not be based squarely on what society needs at any given moment but also the needs and wants of the individual. If Norway is to be a competitive knowledge society in the future, we must invest in research. KrF wants to build higher education at the structure of universities and colleges already established.

It is a public responsibility to ensure equal right to education for everyone. The value of our knowledge is far greater than the value of the oil resources. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary with good higher education and commitment to research to ensure the future of the country.
A high quality in education and robust, developed professional communities are decisive for the university and college structure in Norway. Colleges must have their primary focus on vocational education, practice and exercise of professions, and on research and development within these areas. Universities must facilitate solid professional communities which also form the basis for research and new knowledge. 

In a time characterized by greater diversity, technological development and a greater degree of internationalization we rely on good educational establishments of high international quality. Free, independent and critical educational and research establishments will have great significance for future social developments. 

KrF wants Norway to be a knowledge nation at a high international level. It is important to ensure national management of higher education to preserve wholeness and diversity in our education services. Increased internationalization in higher education makes it important to facilitate a more extensive exchange of knowledge, students and employees. KrF argues the importance of making it easier for a larger proportion of students to study abroad. We want a stronger commitment to cooperation with non-western countries when it comes to education. In order to encourage more students to choose a full Bachelor's degree abroad the support the first year at American and Non-western Universities should be reintroduced.

Teacher education

Teacher education is the preparation for one of the most important professions in society. KrF will strengthen recruitment by introducing, amongst other things, public recruitment programs and wage policy measures. We will also consider increased entrance requirements. The primary and lower secondary school needs high quality general teachers at the same time as we need teachers with specialized expertise in some subjects. KrF wants to maintain teacher education as a four-year college program, but introduce an introduction year for new teachers. The introduction year should include the opportunity for 80 percent work and 20 percent study related guidance from a mentor. The introduction year should be concluded with an approval arrangement. However, the system of work experience during studies must be continued. KrF will also initiate a structure in the education of general teachers that encourages continued education in the form of school-oriented master's degree programs.
Knowledge of religion and philosophy has relevance in many subjects and should therefore be part of the knowledge base of general teachers.

Research

Norway should be a competitive knowledge society in the future and must invest in research, creation, innovation and entrepreneurship. This is essential in order to maintain our current level of welfare since Norway cannot survive on oil in the future. Research is essential to bring up ideas and industries with the possibility of growth. KrF will facilitate research allocations in Norway to reach the average OECD level by 2015. 

Basic research must be strengthened. From our natural advantages and location Norway must emphasize research on renewable energy sources, climate research and research related to the northern areas and Svalbard. 

It is important to improve cooperation between basic research, applied research, research education and business. The universities must take stronger responsibility for innovation in business and social life, and contribute to knowledge being produced and communicated in an effective manner to be used in business development. We have major challenges in “keeping the clever heads”, recruit new scientific employees and update old scientific equipment. There is a strong need for more permanent scientific positions in the sector. Another important factor influencing both recruitment of young scientists and the quality of results is the quality of scientific equipment. KrF is of the opinion that the allocations for this must be increased considerably. More scholarships and post-doctoral fellowships must be established to maintain and facilitate further development of top competence. Simultaneously with development of top competence it is also important that the university and college communities emphasize general knowledge, social understanding and general building of character. 

Private collages, folk high schools and various vocational colleges

The private colleges have a central position in higher education. It is important to work towards a far greater equality between institutions to ensure that these are viewed as an important part of the educational system.

The vocational colleges, folk high schools, art schools and colleges, health vocational schools and bible schools are all valuable educational services. In addition to providing important knowledge they contribute to a general increase of skills in society and strengthen the personal development, maturation and ethical consciousness.

The folk high schools emphasize innovation, personal development and character-building. They find their roots in humanism, Christianity and folk culture. The art schools and colleges offer education, experience and a background for admission at art schools domestically as well as abroad. The bible schools offer education and experience needed by many church communities and organizations. The technical colleges cover the need for vocational education that will only grow greater in the coming years. The private educational services cover important needs for targeted educational pathways. KrF will work towards securing these private educational services good conditions making them able to develop, and also in the future ensure individuals and the society as a whole valuable knowledge and experience.

Lifelong learning

KrF views supplementary and continuing education not only according to needs of the community, but also according to individual needs. Lifelong learning should not be one-dimensional, but hold development of the whole human being as its goal. KrF is of the opinion that supplementary and continuing education must build on a broad understanding of both theoretical and practical knowledge.

Education must pay off 

Getting higher education must be profitable. KrF will increase the financing of studies to be enough to live by. KrF will ensure the return of the full-time student; and financing is an important part of that effort. However, students that experience breaks in their studies because of sickness or pregnancy/childbirth must be accounted for to avoid them being hit economically. Good coverage of student kindergartens must be ensured and paternity leave must be introduced for students. The role of the father is not less important to the child if he is a student than if he is working. KrF will expand the financial aid to students to 11 months and connect it to the basic amount tin the national insurance and correspond to 1.5G annually. 

Handicaps must not be a hindrance to higher education. The regulations of the State Educational Loan Fund must be adapted to avoid handicapped persons having worse circumstances than other students. The extra costs/prolonged time of study following from handicaps must be compensated for. 

High prices on housing in several places of study contribute to rapidly increasing living costs which means that students spend more time on income-generating work rather than to give priority to progress in their studies. The availability of affordable student housing must be increased, and a sufficient number of these must be universally designed.
Students must be ensured good services for treatment of physical and mental disorders. KrF will ensure students equally good psychosocial services independent from place of study. This means that the scheme for allocations to the Student Welfare Associations must be reviewed to ensure equal treatment between campuses.
KrF wants to:
· contribute to the development of Norway as a knowledge nation on a high international level and ensure national management of higher education. 

· increase the basic grants to universities and colleges.

· ensure the development of a financing model for universities and colleges that stimulates robust professional communities, and to ensure institutions that develop and strengthen their distinct characteristics.

· protect the principle of free higher education.

· facilitate research grants in Norway reaching the average OECD-level by strengthening the public research effort and the framework conditions for research in business. 

· increase public funding for basic as well as commercially oriented research.

· give priority to research in energy and climate and the northern areas.

· increase grants to advanced equipment.

· stimulate increased commercialization of research results at universities, colleges and other research communities. Institutions must be offered incentives to increase this activity. 

· ensure the new universities in Stavanger, Agder, and Ås a reasonable proportion of research funding and research positions.

· ensure that a larger proportion of northern-area research should be channeled to the research and education communities in the north.

· ensure the establishment of more scholarships and post-doctoral fellowships, in addition to more permanent scientific positions.

· ensure greater recruitment of women in research and among scientific personnel. 

· strengthen Norwegian medical research. There must be more research on global diseases. KrF holds that the share of resources in public health research on global diseases must be doubled from 5 to 10 percent by 2013.

· secure and strengthen the SkatteFUNN-scheme.

· emphasize the ideal organizations in higher education as an important part of the national education structure. 

· encourage students to go on exchanges or studies abroad and that internationalization must be a natural part of higher education. 

· reintroduce financial support for first-year studies in Bachelor-degrees abroad.

· strengthen the health services of the students, especially when it comes to mental health. 

· ensure that the support from the State Educational Loan Fund must be of such proportions that one can live by it. The financial aid to students must be increased to an amount corresponding to 1.5G (base amount in the national insurance) annually.

· expand the financial support to 11 months.

· ensure that the State finance and builds more student-housing to ensure that the number of units covers the need. 2 000 new units of student housing should be built each year to ensure adequate progress.

· ensure parents studying abroad equal rights to child cash benefits (kontantstøtte) as student living in Norway.

· ensure that students at private universities and colleges receive student financing on equal term with students at public institutions.  

· ensure that support from the State Educational Loan Fund forms the foundation for social security benefits if the student does not get employment after ending their education. 

· stimulate for more people being offered the opportunity to get continuing education. 

· secure public support for maintaining and further develop the folk high schools, and ensure public support for the establishment of new ones and the development of the existing folk high schools.

· ensure that education from abroad can be approved more easily in Norway. 

· introduce a state allocation scheme for vocational schools.

· establish a financing scheme for health and social subjects at the vocational schools as soon as possible.

· consider increased specialization in the education of general teachers, either towards specific levels or certain subjects.

· strengthen the recruitment to teacher education by amongst other things public recruitment campaigns and wage policy measures.

· secure bible schools and kinds of schools that naturally do not fit into the law on private schools or the law on tertiary vocational education just as good framework conditions and development possibilities as they are today.

· ensure that you receive an equal amount of credits for bible schools and folk high schools.

· strengthen the education of science teachers.

Business activities and development 

Profitable business is a prerequisite for settlement and activity in cities and villages. KrF will work towards Norwegian businesses being able to enjoy predictable framework conditions facilitating sustainable development. We will lead an economic policy that promotes innovation and business development, giving predictability for those wanting to invest in jobs. Norway must stand out as an attractive country for investments in new activities. KrF wants a targeted policy to ensure entrepreneurs good conditions.

Increased investment in research and development is necessary to ensure business activities that can bear the costs for future generations. Competition is important for a healthy business community with vitality and adaptability, and it contributes to effective utilization of community resources. Unfortunate power concentrations in the market must be counteracted by a strong and independent competition authority. KrF wants all businesses to have ethical guidelines for their operations.
The tax regime in Norway must be internationally competitive as well as being simple and easy to understand. Complicated and difficult regulations are demanding both to the private and public sector, and must be avoided. We will work towards a tax system that promotes environmentally friendly choices. Private investors who want to invest in the establishment of new businesses, so-called "business angels", should be guaranteed conditions that increase the supply of venture capital, and that venture capital is ensured through the public policy system.
KrF wants a simpler Norway. Norway has several hundred thousand small businesses affected by an unnecessarily detailed reporting system and complex regulations. 80 percent of Norwegian companies have less than five employees. The "rule of red tape" is a particular problem for entrepreneurs. KrF wants to abolish unnecessary rules and regulations, and simplify the arrangements of reporting for corporations. 

KrF will secure Norwegian cornerstone businesses a future energy supply that enables continued operations in Norway. Clean power to energy-intensive industries is an environmental choice. KrF wants both general and industry-specific measures to meet various needs of the business community.
Norwegian businesses are closely linked with rich natural resources. Access to qualified labor and research-based solutions and products is important for companies to further develop. Stronger commitment to research and development is also a public responsibility and must be prioritized higher. Labor immigration is a prerequisite for success. Norwegian industry is dependent on labor immigration to maintain production and satisfy demand. KrF will work to ensure that these workers have the same conditions as Norwegian workers, and will resist social dumping. Good arrangements for seniors and flexibility in relation to social security/work must be in place. 

Norway needs better infrastructure: roads, railways, maritime transport and broadband connections. A substantial reinforcement of railways and roads is required to ensure that transport to markets from businesses in the regions of Norway to be timely, safe and environmentally sound.
KrF wants to introduce more social rights for entrepreneurs and the self-employed. 

It is necessary to uphold a social "safety-net" in a starting phase. Health insurance and solutions for the care of their own children are worse and less available for the self-employed compared with the regular salaried employees. The self-employed should be entitled to sickness benefits from the first day of sickness on equal terms with other workers. 

The unique expertise in the Norwegian maritime environment has an international reputation. The basis for the expertise stems from Norwegian sailors, and KrF will facilitate the maintenance of their specialist expertise. Norwegian shipping is a major industry player and plays a key role for employment and settlement along the coast. KrF will ensure the shipping industry predictable framework conditions and a tax regime for shipping companies that ensures continued strong and active Norwegian ownership in the shipping industry. The shipping industry and sailors in general need to have conditions that make them able to compete on the international market. 

To stimulate innovation, schools, in cooperation with local businesses, must invest more in entrepreneurship training. Approximately 30 percent of those who have participated in a "youth enterprise" at school start their own business later on. Tomorrow's business is created today. It will to a large extent be knowledge-based. Further development and enhancement of products both from the primary and manufacturing industries are closely related with knowledge. At the same time there will be a need for many categories of employees in these priority areas. Norwegian authorities must encourage and require better coordination and cooperation between educational and research institutions and the business community.
The environmental and climate challenges must be met with a wide range of policy measures. In business policy, Norway must exploit our advantages while helping to solve environmental challenges. Knowledge and development of environmentally progressive technology is an important key to sustainable development. Politics and business must play on the same team. KrF wants to set strict environmental standards and make sure that good and future-oriented solutions are profitable. 

Norway's versatile nature and wilderness areas are, in addition to its intrinsic value and local importance, a competitive advantage for the tourism industry. The tourism industry is important for value creation throughout Norway, and must be further developed. Culture-based industrial development must be stimulated. 

The petroleum industry is important for the Norwegian economy. The industry contributes to both industrial and technological development of great significance, and is also essential for employment in many regions. If one is to maintain or prolong the activity level, expertise and technology development on the Norwegian shelf is essential. The framework conditions must be adapted to changes occurring on the shelf and for the suppliers.
The Norwegian state is, not least because of the oil industry, a major shareholder in Norwegian industry. KrF holds that there should be a reasonable balance between private and public ownership. The direct state ownership is to contribute to fulfilling the overarching goals of fiscal policy. KrF supports professional state ownership as a tool among others to ensure that values from the extraction of natural resources will benefit the entire population. In addition to ensuring that key management and strategic functions in sector-leading technology companies are kept in Norway. Simultaneously, the effect of ownership as a tool for achieving these goals must be measured against other means. KrF is of the opinion that there is room for some reduction of state ownership in favor of private ownership without impairing the effectiveness of fiscal and business policy. 

At the same time as it is important to ensure the business community good and predictable conditions. It is necessary to review society’s control routines for safeguarding the environment, health and safety. KrF wants stricter control of loads delivered to Norwegian ports and greater coordination of national supervisory authorities.
KrF wants to: 

· remove the wealth tax for capital employed.

· remove the inheritance tax at ownership changes in family businesses that continue operations. (See chapter on tax and fees for details.)

· ensure a simplified Corporation Law for small businesses. 

· introduce both state and municipal ”sunset legislation” to ensure that certain rules and regulations have a limited duration and disappear if they are not actively re-adopted after a given number of years.

· create a simpler Norway. Small and medium-sized companies in particular must be offered special considerations. No one should have to give the authorities the same information multiple times.

· ensure that the framework conditions for newly-established companies are improved by, amongst other things, ensuring taxes and fees falling due not until after a growth in income during the early years.

· especially facilitate innovation and creation of environmental technological innovations.

· ensure the business community equal conditions for competition with comparable countries in Europe.

· increase investments in railways, the trunk road network and roads in the regions of Norway.

· increase allocations to research and strengthen cooperation between educational establishments and business.

· improve social rights for the self-employed.

· consider the introduction of a basic tax allowance for the self-employed as a tool to reduce time spent of documentation of smaller expenses.

· ensure that the regulations regarding forwardable deficit are continued.      

· ensure predictable framework conditions securing a competitive shipping business. 

· raise the penalty for price cooperation to combat this serious form of white collar crime that particularly hurts smaller businesses and ordinary consumers.

· ensure that Norway utilizes the room for manoeuvring in the EEA agreement in order to support business development.

· stimulate the best possible utilization of resources in the economy to ensure value creation, employment and sustainability.

· ensure that "Innovation Norway" has a responsibility, regionally and centrally, to create areas of cooperation for research, entrepreneur and business communities so that good ideas will be converted to products.

· encourage increased research in businesses by raising the threshold of payment in the SkatteFUNN scheme.

· make Norwegian approval of foreign education easier.

· strengthen the branding of Norway as a place of adventure tourism.

· ensure continued operation of ”Hurtigruta”.

Agricultural policy

Norwegian agriculture is to maintain good and prudent resource management, safe food production of high quality and contribute to settlement in all parts of the country. The work of the farmers is important for the nation and must be appreciated so that those involved in agricultural activity is ensured an income in line with other professions. Agricultural policy must continue to encourage diversity in farm size. The international food situation makes it important to ensure the production of basic goods nationally while it stimulating local processing and organic production. 

Norwegian agriculture is important for maintaining food safety, value creation, settlement and a cultivated landscape. Food production in Norway must be based on an environmental-friendly utilization of local resources. Agricultural policy must take into account that the challenges vary in different parts of the country. There is a close relationship between cultivated land and food production. Norway is among the countries of the world with the least cultivated land per. capita. KrF advocates a strict protection of farmland to ensure future generations the opportunity of a national food supply.

Organic production and alternative operation

It is a goal to turn the demand for Norwegian agricultural products from conventional to organic so that the organic production can be increased. The choice of operation form should reflect overall thinking in terms of plant and animal health, a comprehensive view on the environment and the need for food production. Research funding, allocation schemes and good sales and marketing solutions are needed to achieve this.  

KrF is positive for small-scale operations and new rules that allow for local slaughtering by, among other things, mobile slaughter units and local processing units. This might also provide the basis for exciting niche products and local specialties, in addition to reduce transportation needs. Agriculture should to a greater extent be used as an arena for learning, mastering and therapy where students, people with mental illnesses and those that have a need for work training constitute the target audience.
Animal protection and health

The transport of animals and food products is an environmental challenge. Necessary transport must take into account animal health as well as stress levels. Local production and sales provides an environmental benefit. Consumer information is an important factor driving force for quality, and creates healthy competition. All agricultural products must be labeled with source country and manufacturer code. The food industry is an important labor-intensive regional industry and must be secured raw materials. It must be operated in a manner that meets high environmental and hygiene requirements.
All husbandries are to be based on good animal welfare, and the killing must be preformed quickly and without inflicting unnecessary suffering. Breeding or biotechnology developments that produce specimens without the animals' natural instincts and character must not be allowed. 

Agriculture and the environment

Strict environmental standards for agriculture must be set to prevent runoff into waterways. Measures to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases from agriculture must be sought, and actively tested. Emissions from fertilizer cellars must increasingly be used for energy production, thereby reducing emissions of methane.
The environmental objectives of viable populations of the large predator species must be followed up through an active management of stock monitoring and control. It is society that must bear the costs of maintaining predators. Agriculture must therefore have good compensation schemes for the loss of animals on pasture, as well as for restructuring measures in the core areas for predators. To a large extent, it must be a local management to provide protection from the large predators.

The agricultural sector is, as the steward of our cultivated landscape, an important factor for well-being and as a basis for tourism. 
Economy

Allocations in the agreement on agriculture must, to the greatest extent possible, benefit the active farmer. Agricultural policy should encourage joint operation between farms, so that they can improve their working conditions and better utilize machinery and operating systems. 

KrF will maintain Norwegian food production and improve access to international markets for developing countries. It is completely realistic to both achieve this, and secure trade mechanisms and business allocation policies that promote the desired development within our own country’s agriculture. Cooperation between Norwegian farmers and agriculture in developing countries must be encouraged and further developed.
Generational changes and allodial possession

Good schemes of generational changes and other takeovers of agricultural property must be facilitated. New owners must be stimulated to active ownership, operation and settlement on the farm. The duty to occupy (boplikten) should be maintained as a general rule, but the municipality must be able to provide permanent exemptions where, according to clearly defined criteria, it is unreasonable to impose the obligation to live at the farm
The allodial law should be revised. The law creates a basis for positive attitudes, long-term commitment and stability in the industry. However, it must not hinder healthy development of farms and active use of ownership. The deadline for submitting the allodial claim must be shortened, while holders of allodial rights must be notified when ancestral properties are posted for sale, so that external buyers get faster clarification on whether the allodial rights will be used or not. 

Forestry

The forests of Norway are an important resource in terms of timber, other wood production to bioenergy and outdoor experience. The forest is also of great importance for the binding of CO2. Active ownership in forestry must be stimulated. Investments in the future of the forest must be encouraged with grants to reforestation such as planting, clearing and thinning. The Government must pave the way to combine the protection of interest of sustainable farming operations. The State must facilitate the combination of protection and sustainable forestry. 

KrF wants to:

· work towards living farming and a sustainable food industry based on agriculture.

· ensure a national production of basic food items at the same time as an increase in food diversity and the production of organic goods.

· work towards economic instruments that promote joint operations and encourage more cooperation between the farms. Limitations on the number of members in joint operations and the maximum distance between farms that are part of the same operation must be repealed.

· ensure that the quota scheme for milk is to be designed with the greatest possible flexibility for both single and joint operations. Quotas must be adapted so that operating mechanisms such as milk robots and so forth can be utilized in an optimal manner.

· adapt the regulations regarding the use of tractors and large agricultural machinery on public roads to the technical development and the needs of the business community. The regulations must be designed more clarifying and enforced equally across the country.

· ensure farmers the opportunity for an income level in line with other professions.

· regionalize larger parts of the instruments focusing on the environment, the cultivated landscape and industrial development. 

· develop the allocation schemes so they to a greater extent lead to varied usage and help preserve regional differences. 

· open for more use of land-based grants and other measures to keep the cultivated landscape open, while securing the basis of operations also for smaller farms. 

· have strict protection of farmland and cultivation to secure national and global food production, also in the future.

· say no to genetically modified foods and feeding stuffs.

· lead an active forest policy that facilitates for a use of the forest which takes into account the production potential at the same time as the forest's potential for binding CO2 exploited.

· ensure landowners good compensation schemes in connection with land protection. The Government must be in favor of voluntary and long-term protection and care arrangements which both ensure the protection of areas and long-term economy for the farm.

· lead a forest policy that provides better utilization of the forest, also as biomass for energy purposes.

· clarify the wording regarding development-free zones in INONINON. Use of the concept must not be an obstacle for active forestry in areas that otherwise are not subject to other protective provisions. This requires that felling and mechanical removal of timber is not defined as heavy technical intervention.

· have strict requirements for living conditions of livestock that as far as possible protects the natural needs of the animals. 

· limit the extent of animal experiments, and replace this with the most modern technology available.

· keep the intention of the allodial law, but change the deadline for allodial claim for reasons of predictability for external buyers. 

· put even more emphasis on preventive measures against damages from predators to reduce loss of animals on pasture. At the same time, good compensation schemes must be secured.

· reintroduce emergency storages of grain in Norway.

· introduce a system of trade certificates in agriculture. 

· ensure that the purchase of milk quotas is regarded as investment. 

· ensure that support schemes to agriculture must be designed so that they do not prevent trade with poor countries.

Fisheries and aquaculture 

Fisheries and aquaculture are of great importance for value creation, employment and settlement in coastal Norway. Our coast line is long and rich in resources. Our maritime area is three times as big as our land area. In this perspective, Norway reigns over vast amounts renewable resources. This gives our nation a great opportunity and a corresponding responsibility to manage resources in a sustainable manner. A long-term sustainable administrative perspective must be the basis of our fisheries and aquaculture policy.

Fisheries resources are our common property. The Participation Act and the Raw Fish Sales Act are important pillars in the fisheries policy. The quota system must be maintained to ensure long-term and sustainable returns. Considerations for viable populations must precede short-term economic considerations. That more of the fish is processed in Norway must be a goal. The coastal fleet has, with its proximity to the receivers, good prospects for delivering fish to Norwegian processing. The sea fishing fleet’s supply of fish to processing plants along the coast is important to maintain smooth operations. It must be encouraged to put more emphasis on the freshness and quality of the catch by, amongst other things, the development of tools and fishing patterns. The extensive catch of young fish must be reduced, for example through the regulation of areas and tools.

Improvements

The industry is resource-draining, with large investments and depends on long-term planning of operations. We must ensure capacity for renewal of the fishing fleet to optimize productivity without weakening the resource base. A renewal of the fleet will also be beneficial in terms of reduced atmospheric emissions and therefore has a significant environmental benefit.

Recruitment

It is important to recruit talented young people to the industry. Dumping of fish and inaccurate reporting must lead to strong reactions and fishermen must be able to deliver by-catches in a way that reduces the temptation of dumping. Norway must be a driving force behind a well-functioning international agreement against cheating and dumping. Punishments for intentional resource crime must become more stringent.

Sustainable management

Increased extraction of seals and some whale species must be facilitated. A large population of marine mammals leads to too large a withdrawal of edible fish. KrF wants increased research to reach sustainable utilization of marine mammals. All management of marine mammals must be knowledge-based and build on the real measure of population. KrF will strengthen research related to the aquaculture industry. The precautionary principle should be the basis for investment and development. KrF wants further development of aquaculture in terms of production of quality products. It is necessary to study development of different types of feed so that poison and the use of medicine can be eliminated. New species in the context of farming, including cod, halibut and turbot, as well as shell and shellfish, can provide the basis for growth. It is important that genes from wild salmon strains are utilized to ensure that the population will be more resistant to disease. It is important that diversity is sustained in the aquaculture industry.

We must invest in the development of freshwater fishing with a view to improve utilization of this resource. Land-based fish farms for freshwater fish must be demanded to maintain treatment that prevents the discharge of feed residues and infective agents, and hinder the escape of farmed fish into inland waterways.

KrF emphasizes the preservation of diversity in nature and that we must not risk the wild salmon losing their territories and be subject to genetic pollution.
It is reasonable that it is the regional authorities that control license conditions and hold licensing authority. It is important that the area restrictions will not be used in a way that leads to increased risk for disease. Requirements to security measures hindering escape must become more stringent.

King Crabs are a good example of new species leading to major challenges for ecosystems and existing commercial business. 

KrF wants to: 

· ensure reasonable and long-term sustainable management of fishery resources.

· ensure that the fisheries are prioritized higher in the competition between oil/seismic shooting and fishery.

· maintain Norwegian ownership in fisheries and aquaculture. 

· put increased emphasis on local jobs when distributing quotas.

· ensure that the contents of the white paper on structural arrangements for the fishing fleet must be fixed to ensure the industry predictable framework conditions. 

· ensure compulsory deliveries to promote local processing. If delivery commitments are not respected, it must have consequences for future allocation of quotas.

· combat cheating and dumping.  

· ensure that the coastal fishing fleet is secured proper operating conditions and reduce access to fish in coastal waters for the trawlers and purse seine fishermen.

· strengthen research on new species in aquaculture and the development of new products from fisheries to better exploit raw materials and concentrate more on domestic processing.

· increase the catch of marine mammals and to work for an international acceptance of this in light of ecological sustainability. 

· ensure that the quota distribution between different kinds of vessels stays fixed.

· seek international agreements to ensure market access for Norwegian businesses selling marine products.

· reduce the catch of small fish..

· ensure effective control against overexploitation of fish in Norwegian waters and work towards similar control internationally.

· encourage greater emphasis on freshness and high quality.

· ensure that the fishing of salmon in sea and rivers must be managed in a sustainable manner. Any restrictions must be distributed both to freshwater fishing and the fishing of sea salmon. 

· ensure that the allocation of aquaculture licenses within the frameworks of nationally determined policies is moved from the Directorate of Fisheries to regional level.

Labor market and welfare policy 

KrF wants a working life in which everyone has the opportunity to work, be able to participate, where an effort is maintained to include everyone and prevent rejection. Authorities, workers and employers must cooperate actively to achieve this goal. Welfare schemes must be designed so that it pays to work. At the same time, people who are not able to stay in full-time or part-time employment must be ensured a dignified life with sufficient income.  

The Working Environment Law is to ensure good physical and psychosocial working conditions for employees. KrF will maintain the Working Environment Act as a protection law for workers, which maintains their collective and individual rights. KrF wants that all who discover lacking conditions and alerts the authorities should be ensured adequate protection.
The Norwegian Labour and Welfare Organisation (NAV)

Every fifth person in working age is outside of the labor force, and depends on sickness benefits or other short-term benefits, social benefits, disability pension or early retirement. A major challenge for employment policy in the coming years is to reduce the number of people who transfer from employment to social security on a permanent basis. The employees are the heart of value creation in the country, and unemployment and disability have significant costs both for society and the individual. KrF wants a well developed public support system for people who need assistance to stay in, or return, to active employment. The NAV-reform should be actively followed up to ensure users joint public services that provide the best possible targeted assistance as early as possible. KrF wants the sum of economic instruments (taxes, various grants and social security) to be formed so that it pays to work. If not weighty social considerations indicate otherwise. The intention of the NAV-reform, being that users should not have to be sent from office to office, but meet one joint service for social security schemes, social arrangements and employment in the same location, must be accomplished. NAV offices must therefore be ensured good professional work environments and adequate resources.  

Adapted working hours in all phases of life

Adapted working hours in all phases of life is an important instrument to avoid expulsion of persons from active working life in periods of for example a large work load because of child care, sick or elderly family members. As long as the nature of the work allows it, agreements regarding adapted working hours in defined periods of time should be facilitated

Foreign workers

In recent years, the number of foreign workers in Norway has risen sharply. The main reason is the inclusion of Poland and the Baltic countries in the EU from 2004 which has opened the Norwegian labor market for workers and contractors from these countries. Labor Immigration has created increasing challenges for efforts to prevent social dumping. KrF wants everyone working in Norway to enjoy good wages and working conditions, regardless of which nationality they have and what country their employer is registered in. 

KrF wants to: 

· maintain a high level on job creation programmes aimed at people with special needs for qualification and active assistance to return to work. 

· emphasize close cooperation with rehabilitation businesses and non-governmental partners like Fretex, the Church City Mission and the Church social service in the work to achieve the goals of inclusion in the workplace.

· ensure clear guidelines for NAV, so that people with opportunity for complete or partial work participation can start quickly with relevant rehabilitation, and that people with no opportunity to get back to work get a quick and simple transition to a permanent social security scheme. 

· ensure the NAV reform improve proximity between user and supervisor at the NAV office.

· make possible the financing of driver's education through the State Education Loan Fund. 

· ensure that the size of social welfare payments in municipalities shall be based on the needs of the individual and not the municipality's economic considerations.

· structure the welfare schemes so that it pays to take a job, unless important social considerations indicate otherwise.

· consider a slight softening of terms in order to set the debt settlement period to “0 years”.

· open up for more than one debt restructure arrangement in a lifetime. 

· ensure the possibility to provide permanent wage subsidies to disabled persons is used actively. 

· increase spending on facilities that ease the possibility for disabled persons hold ordinary employment. 

· shape the disability pension scheme so that it in the future pays to try getting back to work. Without the danger for smaller income changes to result in large pension cuts. 

· adapt the AFP-scheme to the targets in the pension reform in line with the pension settlement in Parliament, in that everyone gets an early pension addition at the age of 62. People who choose to continue in employment after 62 years profit from this in the form of higher pension.

· continue and renew an agreement on inclusive working life with employers and employees, but with the possibility for the State to propose changes in the financial responsibilities between the State, employers and workers in the sick pay scheme if the adopted goals of reducing sickness absence are not reached.

· critically examine special age provisions to see if they are sufficiently justified according to essential EHS considerations.

· reinforce the retroactive effect of pension units for unpaid care work so that more people are included in the scheme.

· ensure the public National Insurance scheme and mandatory occupational pension schemes to be supplemented with good opportunities for individual pension plans.

· continue the Working Environment Act as a protection law for employees' collective and individual rights. 

· keep the rules in the Working Environment Act ensuring that permanent employment is the norm in working life.

· have the same labor law provisions for all groups in the workplace by replacing the Civil Servant Act with general provisions in the Working Environment Act.

· adjust the provisions in the Working Environment Act to, in particular, makes it risky for small businesses to hire permanent employees.

· introduce equality of working hours between people with tripartite rotation schemes and much evening and weekend work, and people who work continuous rotations.

· continue active cooperation with employers and employees to combat bullying in the workplace. 

· lead a continuous awareness program against hidden discrimination of seniors, disabled persons and immigrants in the workplace, in cooperation with resource environments.

· have regulations for the responsibility of the national insurance to daily unemployment benefits at leaves of absence that is adapted to the labor market situation. 

· ensure the Labour Inspection Authority sufficient resources that it can follow up their responsibility to ensure that the provisions on wages and working conditions are complied with, and focus particularly on businesses and industries which make use of foreign labor. 

· make it a possibility to apply for a work permit from Norway for qualified foreign job seekers already in the country.

Housing policy 

Everyone should be able to live well and safely. Because of growing population many new homes are needed. The National Housing Bank must be strengthened to help young people trying to break into the housing market obtain stable and secure loans. The focus on more environmentally friendly and universally designed solutions must be increased. The commitment to get rid of homelessness will be continued. High housing prices should be met with new financing arrangements making it possible to obtain housing. 

A good home is important for health, well-being and integration of various groups into the population. For KrF it is a goal in itself that as many as possible should be able to own their housing. The National Housing Bank is the State's primary means to achieve an adequate supply of housing and cooperates with both private developers and municipalities. KrF will continue the tasks and objectives of the National Housing Bank. The most important thing is to ensure a well-functioning housing market, in cities and towns and in the districts, and an efficient construction process. At the same time the National Housing Bank must be able to play a more important role and give loans to even more than it does today. In bad times, the National Housing Bank is a crucial tool for maintaining residential construction.
Social housing construction

KrF will facilitate housing that is varied and adapted to different population groups and ages. Ordinary housing is provided through private and public regulation, development by private investors through market mechanisms and private / public partnership. The municipalities have a special responsibility to ensure social housing construction such as providing suitable housing for the disadvantaged and groups that cannot obtain housing on their own, including housing for the mentally handicapped, drug addicts, psychiatric patients, refugees and those in need of care homes. 

The financial instruments are targeted at the most disadvantaged in the housing market. Key housing instruments such as housing benefits, start loans and housing grants must make it possible to obtain and maintain housing. KrF wants the housing grant raised and allocated to more people in need of financial contributions. Municipalities must, in cooperation with the National Housing Bank, increase their efforts against homelessness. 

High housing prices should be met with new financing arrangements that make it possible acquire housing, also in high-pressure areas. The National Housing Bank can play an important role in this. KrF believes new financial instruments aimed at the disadvantaged and young first-time buyers (without capital) must be developed. Solutions combing rent/leasing models and ownership solutions should be tried out.

It is important that the supply of land is planned in a long-term and comprehensive perspective. The municipal processing and approval of construction ready sites must not be unnecessarily costly. A responsible fiscal policy with low interest rates is important for those acquiring property and have to repay loans. 

Energy in housing

KrF wants there to be invested more in alternative energy sources and measures that will reduce the demand for energy. Heating with oil burners is to be phased out during the next parliamentary period. All public buildings must be heated using alternative energy. All major developments are to use district heating. Reasonable loans for energy saving at repair and rehabilitation will be offered.
Universal design

Universally designed homes will provide good living arrangements as well as socio-economic gains. Universal design is not about special solutions for individuals, but quality design that is suitable for as many people as possible without the need for facilitation. It is important that homes, buildings and outdoor areas are made available to everyone. The installation of lifts in older apartment buildings will make it possible for more people to be live longer in their own housing. Outdoor areas and courtyards in dense urban areas can be developed to good private outdoor areas and increase housing quality with recreational and play areas.
KrF wants to:

· work to provide housing to the disadvantaged in the housing market, with particular emphasis on combating homelessness.
· expand the possibilities for borrowing in the National Housing Bank.
· strengthen the role of the National Housing Bank in social housing construction.
· working for sustainable quality, security and good aesthetics in the built environment.
· have more universally designed residences and buildings.

· establish an arrangement with state grants to build elevators.

· establish a system of grants to the development of courtyards, "city gardens" and large play areas in urban centers. 

· encourage construction of more environmentally friendly homes with reduced energy needs.

· ensure all public buildings to use alternative energy. 

· expand the housing benefit scheme, especially in areas with high prices and living costs. 
· increase limits on total savings amounts and maximum annual savings amounts in the BSU-arrangments.BSU
Regional policy 

KrF wants a policy that provides for people to be able to live where they please. Strong regions, which can further develop and exploit advantages, is a prerequisite for an effective regional policy. Regional Norway has complex challenges that cannot be solved without stronger regional governance and coordination. A differentiated regional policy, based on regional advantages, is necessary. Good communications, which reduce the disadvantages because of distance, is important for a positive development throughout the country.
The foremost task of the district policy is to facilitate settlement and employment across the country. A good regional policy depends on policies in all areas. Regional Norway offers other qualities than the large population concentrations, but the population is still going down. Government policy towards the municipal sector is one of the policy areas that have the greatest effect on development in the regions. Through the annual transfers to the municipalities, the State must ensure municipal maneuvering space. Agricultural policy, fisheries policy and other economic policies are also essential in this context. For the business sector, distance expenses and lack of good communications is one of the biggest challenges. 

Culture and recreational activities become increasingly important when people choose residence, and companies choose place of established. There should be access to a wide range of cultural experiences in the districts. Emphasis on children and young people is good regional policy. Quality of life must be central in all community planning. Good culture policy is also good business policy. Secondary/high school must have a broad educational service, also in the districts. Subjects that are relevant in the local area must be especially emphasized.
Industries that have traditionally been important for employment and settlement in the districts are changing, and cannot counteract depopulation alone. Society depends on people living in districts with rich natural resources. The importance of agriculture for the tourism industry must be valued higher. Cities and towns have an important function as engines for development in their districts. Further development of good regional centers is also essential in this context. Strong and robust professional communities and workplaces have major benefits from a certain degree of city and town center activities.
The most important means to strengthen settlement in the districts are interesting jobs. People with higher education must be able to find relevant and interesting work across the country. Youth should be able to invest in higher education without at the same time having to opt out of the village or the outskirts as the future place of residence. 

KrF believes that the process of moving state jobs to the regions must continue. New state employment must, as long as it is appropriate, be established in the districts. Communication technology allows for greater flexibility in working life. This technology must be equally available in the districts as in central parts of the country. 

KrF wants to:

· ensure that the distance-costs in the regions are reduced through better infrastructure.
· improve the income arrangements to the municipalities to ensure that basic welfare services are not affected by changes in the population. 

· support cultural and recreational activities based on their intrinsic value and because it creates well-being and joy of housing in local communities. 
· ensure that Innovation Norway and SIVA (the Company for industrial growth) must have a clearer regional policy profile.

· develop microfinance schemes for entrepreneurs and small businesses in the regions.
· ensure that access to broadband connection is developed so that the whole country is assured acceptable data transmission capability. The State must take a financial responsibility in the areas where development is unprofitable. 

· provide affordable broadband to all parts of the country.  

· ensure that new public units and employees that can work well with regional localization are moved there.

· ensure that the state-owned enterprises and companies will pave the way as good examples by localization of management functions in rural Norway. 

· stimulate a decentralized secondary/high school education. 

· extend the scheme which applies in Northern Troms and Finnmark with gradual reduction of student loans to apply to more areas.
· establish a system of special zones of added effort in particular regions in southern Norway, which have special challenges with regards to industry establishment and population.
· strengthen instruments in the zone of added effort in Northern Troms and Finnmark.    

· facilitate increased processing and direct sales of fish and agricultural products in the districts.  

· ensure that part of the company-tax is re-allocated to the municipalities. 

City policy 

The cities and the city regions will play an important role in the development of the future Norway, both economically and culturally. Today, more than half of our population lives in the big city regions. In addition, many live in other major cities. Urbanization occurs across many parts of the world. This requires facilitation of a healthy and positive development in the cities and that the city regions are viewed through a comprehensive regional policy. 
All the big cities have been growing sharply in recent years, but to different degree. The big city regions have their own special characters that can be the basis for regional competitive advantages, something that should be emphasized in the further regional business development. And through its ability to play an active economic role in the local and regional development, the national importance of the big city municipalities has increased with respect to the total value creation.

To strengthen Norwegian international competitiveness while at the same time promoting balanced regional development, big city policies must be part of an overall regional policy. Urban and rural areas are interdependent on each other, and the cities must be developed as a good "engines" for business and development in their regions. One should in a greater extent consider development of overall business and residential regions. 
Active land planning

Land planning should be viewed as a whole in the region. An effective land-and development policy at public transportation and traffic junctures is among the most important contributions in environmental policies to reduce air pollution. Balanced development of residential and commercial areas, facilitation of meeting places for residents, preservation of green areas for recreation and outdoor activities are important for living and good city environments. The physical layout of the areas also forms the basis for good meeting places and the aesthetic in the city landscape.

The network of roads and communications must be dimensioned and located so that local communities are not excessively strained in the form of air pollution and noise, or lose their function as meeting places. The big cities must be secured the needed basis for development of public transportation networks.
The cities play an important role as cultural centers, not only for the cities, but also for the regions. This should also be developed within culture as a commercial development.
Surveys of living conditions show that the big city municipalities have greater and different social challenges. This is primarily related to children and young people's upbringing and living conditions, intoxication, mental health and social services, safety and offers of housing for everyone. The big cities must be ensured economy to cope with these challenges, and must be supported to be able to increase efforts in drug and psychiatry care, language training and integration of ethnic minorities. The need for natural communities and facilitating social communities and networks is of great importance. There must be a special focus on taking care of those who fall outside of the welfare society.
The capital

Oslo is in a unique position by virtue of its function as capital. Oslo is the center for business, tourism, communications and culture in the region, and engine in parts of the national economy as well as bridgehead towards major international environments. The city has the best and the worst living conditions in Norway, and the greatest social challenges, not least in psychiatry, drugs and integration. Oslo must be ensured resources to handle the challenges that are specific to a capital.
KrF wants to:

· further develop the major cities as well-functioning "engines" for their regions.
· ensure that environmental considerations should be the basis for urban development and communications in the cities.

· prioritize and facilitate public transportation in and around the cities, and facilitate among other things so-called "park and ride" schemes (arrivals parking).
· ensure that the reward scheme for public transportation and environmental efforts in the big cities is expanded and made permanent.
· invest in culture as a force of development for the cities and their adjoining regions.
· facilitate good conditions for upbringing by prioritizing parks, playgrounds and green areas in land planning.

· work to make the cities able to handle their particular challenges within drug care, psychiatric health and integration.

· work for a better coordination of government policy towards the cities. 
· build and maintain good bike-and walkways.
Consumer and competition policy 

Good rules for the good of the consumer through legislation and framework are important for the safety of the individual. A policy that allows for more competition to both public and private enterprises and services can be both positive and negative from consumer considerations. 
The growth of consumption in the rich part of the world creates huge challenges for the environment. We live in a "disposable-society" where the waste is obvious. The trend must be turned. The huge consumption of energy and natural resources can be reduced if we manage to utilize waste better. KrF wants a consciousness-raising among consumers. The environmental impact from production and consumption must be reduced. Here, the Government must lead the way as a good example.

Increased producer responsibility

Producers must hold a greater responsibility for their products, thereby creating more products designed for reuse and material recovery. There must be demands for environmental labeling, which, among other things, accounts for reuse, material recovery and delivery arrangements. The “lifetime” and quality of the products must receive further focus in order to counteract the "disposable-trend".
Children and buying pressure

The last few years, children have become an audience of high interest for advertising. Children often have a strong influence on the consumption of the whole family and represent large purchasing power in the future. Strong commercial impact on children and young people can affect their self and identity in an unfortunate way. Commercials often tie ideas of success and successfulness to goods intended for children and young people. It is therefore important with clear limits on advertising directly aimed at children. 

Commercials in public space

Big billboards are often very dominating. KrF will introduce an arrangement with licenses for billboards to reduce size and extent of billboards in the city landscape and along main roads into the cities. 

The rights of the individual

KrF is of the opinion that we must have a continuous assessment of whether the consumer regulations are good enough. Consumers are often the weak part and the person with a minimum of information when the purchase occurs. Therefore, clear regulations are needed to set guidelines that adequately protect the consumer. At the same time, each individual must have a responsibility. KrF is of the opinion that educational efforts are essential. Children and young people must be offered knowledge to be able to relate thoughtfully to advertising and buying pressure. The Consumer Council has important tasks in influencing authorities and the market, provide information and assistance to consumers, while the Office of the Consumer Ombudsmann safeguards an important representative(ombuds) role. The increased internationalization requires a strong involvement in international forums in which important consumer policy decisions are made.
More and more services can be performed over the Internet within the areas of mail, banks, reporting and services from the public as well as trade. For those who, for various reasons, are not computer users it must be possible to have performed services in the traditional manner. 

KrF will contribute to a consumer debate that focuses on the responsibility for fellow human beings and responsible resource consumption.

Competitive tendering

Increased competition also implies a new role for citizens. KrF will not give priority to competitive tendering of central welfare services, such as care and education. KrF does not, however, on principle argue against all competitive tendering, but argue that other sectors than care and education are better suited for this. Within nursing and health care, it is especially important that profit does not become the guiding principle. The goal is to ensure citizens the best possible services. Where competitive tendering can help us to improve services, KrF is open to such solutions. At the same time as the effort to develop good and effective forms of organization within the Government must continue.

KrF wants a strong and independent Competition Authority. However, there must still be a possibility to make a political review of their decisions when important social considerations dictate so.
KrF wants to:

· restrict the commercial pressures on children and young people.
· ensure that the school should increase focus on conscious choices related to consumption, unhealthy body ideals and better online web habits.
· introduce a licensing scheme for billboards in the public domain. 

· ensure that it will pay off for consumers to buy environmentally friendly products, both in terms of production, packaging and opportunity for recycling.
· introduce the "yes-thank-you-principle" for unaddressed advertising by mail.

· improved consumer rights in order to stimulate production of goods that last longer.

· encourage the purchase of fair-trade products and encourage all municipalities to become Fair Trade Municipalities/Cities. 
· strengthen the system of environmental labeling and make it easier and cheaper to choose environmentally friendly products. 

Transport and communications  

A good, forward-looking transport policy requires increased state frameworks in the national transport plan 2010-2019. Targeted focus on public transportation and upgrading of roads and the railway system must be assured. The main objectives for transport investments must be accessibility, safety, availability and the environment. 

To ensure a realistic and correct picture of today's standard and challenge in transportation in Norway, the national transport plan (NTP) must to a greater extent reflect the real need for investment and maintenance. Increased investments will trigger national and regional value creation. The business sector needs efficient transport solutions in the face of an ever-increasing international competition. 

It is important to work towards reducing the number of accidents and the number of killed and injured in traffic. KrF will support educational work among children and adolescents. Public transportation services are to be developed to the benefit of all, also with regard to the disabled.
Better and more long-term financing

Good transport solutions require improved cooperation between national, regional and local authorities. KrF wants a joint regional transportation agency under regional political control. KrF will arrange for new financing schemes to ensure that larger projects, both in roads and railways, can be carried out continuously. It is necessary with improved long-term and predictable financing of transport projects. The transportation agencies must be given greater freedom to carry out their tasks. A system where the Government makes borrowed capital available for transportation projects must be established. Service of the loans must occur in the form of grants in the national budget and other financing arrangements.

Additionally, it must be possible to open up for more projects with project financing and "public/private partnership" (OPS).

Communications and the environment

Environmental and climate change related challenges are extensive in the transport sector. Therefore, projects that reduce mileage and projects transferring goods and people from road to rail and sea must be given priority. KrF will strengthen the ports, and connect harbors with national status closer to the state highway system. Stronger commitment to public transportation, particularly in and around the big cities, is important. The state reward scheme for public transportation must be increased significantly. In urban areas, work with city railroads must receive increased state participation. Availability, departure frequency and competitive rates, are needed to get more people to choose public transportation. At announcements of tenders for transportation, environmental criteria must be used more actively to encourage the most environmentally friendly solutions at the appropriate routes.
Simultaneously, the development and use of environmentally friendly vehicles must be stimulated and rewarded through the tax system. 

Biofuels must be increasingly used as an alternative to gasoline and diesel. Investments in research and development of this must be emphasized. KrF is of the opinion that, in the long run, it is wrong to use top soil for fuel production.
There is great potential in bicycles as means of transportation. Therefore we will lead active policies to facilitate the use of bicycles. Continuous networks for cyclists in cities and towns must be facilitated. And traffic rules must be adapted to make cycling safer and more attractive. 

KrF will launch a significant reinforcement and development of the railway network in Norway. KrF wants development of high-speed lines in Norway. This will ensure a more environmentally friendly and efficient alternative to both aviation and cars. 

Safety and ability to navigate

The trunk road network in Norway is marked by poor quality and does not meet the requirements of today's traffic. The trunk road network is very important for the transportation of both people as well as goods. Safety along these roads does not match the current volume of traffic.

Good ferry and high-speed services along the coastline are very important. In these services KrF will prioritize frequency, operating hours and capacity. In connection with the trunk road network and other high-traffic routes, there should be night ferries available. 

Air traffic is an important part of passenger transport. In many regions, airplanes are the only real option. In these regions, sufficient air transportation must be ensured. Flight safety must be ensured.
KrF wants to:

· include environmental considerations in all transportation planning. It is particularly important to reduce noise problems, and demand environmentally friendly technology and fuel.
· have a transition to CO2-neutral fuels and increased use of hybrid, hydrogen and electric cars, and plug-in hybrids.

· continue the trial arrangement allowing emission-free vehicles the use of lanes reserved for public transportation.

· ensure Norway to be a driving force of international agreements that stops production of cars based on fossil fuels by 2020. 
· create a reward scheme for encouraging increased construction of footpaths and bikeways. 

· ensure that all new cars in use by the authorities are ”environmental cars”. 

· establish car-free zones in cities where there are major problems with contaminated air. 
· stimulate densely populated city areas to initiate price mechanisms that better accounts for the fact that environmental costs of road usage change according to the time of day (time differentiated toll rates etc).
· ensure that the upgrading of roads to the largest extent possible incorporates whole stretches.

· ensure that the growth in private travel will be incorporated in public transportation. Choosing public transport over private cars must pay.
· give priority to measures that increase road safety, especially on high-traffic roads, including physical separation between lanes, improving accident points, expanding all trunk roads to two lanes, police controls and environmental tunnels.
· ensure motorcycle-friendly railings in dangerous turns and implemented more traffic safety measures, also in terms of motorcycles (zero-vision roads for motorcycles).  

· invest heavily in traffic safety to reduce the number of accidents in traffic. In particular, measures to prevent accidents involving children and young people in traffic must be improved through the strengthening of traffic education with increased emphasis on ethics and attitudes when driving.

· expand the reward scheme for public transportation.

· ensure that driver’s education is offered as a subject at all secondary/high schools.

· secure funds for avalanche prevention on state highways and county roads.

· build parking lots along the main transportation roads to facilitate use of busses and trains. 

· increase the ability to navigate of busses by ensuring private lanes and priority at traffic lights.

· continue the arrangement with environment and youth cards and improve arrangements with student discounts.  

· introduce a system of common public transportation cards for the whole country.

· all public transportation to be universally designed.

· continue the study of building high-speed lines. The emphasis on this must not be at the expense of existing railways.
· build new double tracks between Oslo and Ski.

· step up the work of renewing Bergensbanen.

· initiate the planning of extending nordlandsbanen from Fauske to Tromsø.

· increase emphasis on the work of volunteer organizations, clubs and associations to accomplish various traffic security measures.

· give advantages to suppliers of transport services that use environmentally friendly fuel in the competition for tenders. 

· expand the railway network towards Europe, by amongst other things, inter-city trains.

· improve railway infrastructure and expand important stretches to double tracks.

· increase allocations to railways to ensure high quality trains and rails by, among other things, introducing more crossover rails.

· facilitate moving freight transportation from road to rail and sea.

· secure and develop the Short Take-Off and Landing network.

· demand ”green take-offs and landings” at the airports.

· add a climate-fee to all air travel and give the income to climate measures in poor countries.   

· maintain Hurtigruten’s distance of travel and ports of call.

· ensure the coastline good ferry and boat connections, also as an alternative to expensive bridge and tunnel projects.  

· demand that boats in ports close to settlements use land power instead of aggregate motors or engines. 

· intensify marking of ship lanealong the coast and build the Stadt ship tunnel to improve safety at sea.   

· develop ferry connections with focus on gas-operated ferries. 

· ensure good postal services to the whole country, especially when it comes to fast deliveries.

· ensure affordable broadband connections to the whole country. 

· establish a state lending scheme for transport purposes. 

· ensure rational progress and utilization of resources in the transport sector through a more long-term and predictable financing scheme.

· organize more development projects as OPS-projects (public/private cooperation).

· finance new, larger projects with use of project financing to ensure a rational, continuous development.

· link Sørlandsbanen with Vestfoldbanen.

· upgrade Gjøvikbanen.

· stimulate land planning that facilitates development of public transportation.

Our democracy 

We are proud of our democratic traditions in Norway and would like them to be continued into the future. Therefore, it is important to be aware of developments that may undermine or weaken representative government. KrF is of the opinion that it is time to focus on development of democracy in Norway and adopt new measures in order to, among other things, increase voter participation. 

Building democratic arrangements and institutions takes time. An important precondition for democracy to work is freedom of speech and that the population is informed and capable of active participation in public debate.   

The Norwegian model of democracy is developed through a long historical process and is based on two important principles: the idea of popular sovereignty and the principle of the separation of powers. These principles imply that power in society stems from the people and that this power rests on several pillars; the legislative power (the Parliament), the executive (the Government) and judicial (the courts). In addition, the media is often referred to as the fourth state power. Rule of law and democracy works best when there is a good balance between the various state powers. 

The Program on Power and Democracy referred to democracy not only being built on popularly elected bodies, but also on the rights and legal guarantees for individuals and groups, various forms of participation outside of elections, political parties and public movements, and on opportunities for influence held by users, consumers and those active in pressure groups. 

Voter turnout has been declining at many elections. This gives cause for concern. Increased emphasis on research to discover the causes of falling voter turnout, and finding measures can contribute to reversing this trend.

All forms of corruption must be revealed and counteracted. Openness and public access into the administration in order to counteract misuse of power and camaraderie is important. Freedom of speech must be protected and the public debate stimulated by, among other things, giving the media good conditions. Reforms and major changes in society must be studied so that one is aware of the consequences before decisions are made. 
A well-functioning democracy depends on political parties having the resources and maneuvering space to develop policies and working methods. To counteract unfortunate connections between private companies, individuals, organizations and the political parties, KrF is of the opinion that government support to the political parties should be increased. 

Free and fair elections and good informative election campaigns are prerequisites for a genuine democracy. It is damaging for democracy if the campaigns get a primary focus on other elements than policy.
Knowledge of politics and social control is an important prerequisite for a true and healthy democracy. The school debates held in most secondary/high schools in connection with school elections must be further developed so that they may better take the students’ desire for enlightenment and gaining knowledge of democracy seriously. It is the responsibility of schools as well as the political parties to find a form for the debates that helps to increase knowledge about politics and society, and that takes students seriously. The debates must also be integrated into the general educational in a better way.
KrF wants to:

· establish local democracy by constitutional law.

· intensify the effort against corruption in the Norwegian society.

· facilitate use of electronic voting at elections.

· ensure the presentation of a consequence analysis of reforms and interventions that affect nature and society.
Local and regional democracy 

KrF holds that political decisions are to be taken at the lowest possible suitable level. This presupposes that the division of power and funding is such that municipalities and county/regional bodies have the means to fulfill their responsibilities. Municipalities are the main providers of welfare services. This requires predictable and good municipal economies.
Municipalities and counties are the first-line services with facilitating business and social development in mind. This suggests that the sector's income must be in accordance with the responsibilities and obligations this involves. Norway is a long and narrow country with many different municipalities with different challenges. The income system of municipalities must allow for this inequality.
A fully functioning local democracy is important. And KrF will work for a situation where the State mainly exercise their authority through framework conditions to ensure increased municipal freedom of action and the strengthening of local democracy.

Coherence between economy and responsibilities
KrF is of the opinion that there must be cohesion between the ordered tasks of the municipalities and their economic resources. The State demands for municipal report systems must be simplified. The common resources must to a larger extent the used for active delivery of services. And unnecessary bureaucracy must be reduced.

The dialogue between the Government and the Norwegian Association of Local and Regional Authorities (KS) must be further developed. And efforts must be made to make the consultation system more binding. The system of income must ensure predictability, sustainability of the settlement pattern and good welfare services in all municipalities.  

It is important that municipalities and regions work together in areas where common solutions are useful. KrF will strengthen the intermunicipal cooperation. In several areas intermunicipal cooperation can result in better services, more robust and interesting professional communities and more efficient use of resources. Good democratic governance must be ensured, also in intermunicipal cooperation.
Municipal organization

Several municipalities could benefit from municipal merger. Such processes must primarily be stimulated through good local solutions of cooperation with a focus on local democracy, good services to citizens and well-functioning units. Voluntariness must form the basis for municipal mergers. For municipalities with a large geographical area and scattered settlement or peripheral localization there might be little to gain in merging with others. These communities, with extensive small-scale-operating-inconveniences must be ensured the economic foundation needed to give the population equal services. 

Effective, popluarly elected regions

Many tasks are of a nature that makes it appropriate to allocate these to regional levels. KrF wants larger and more powerful regions than today's counties. The regional level must be lead by a directly elected body to ensure real democracy. In the long term, it is natural that parliamentary constituencies coincide with the new regional boundaries. The regional public administration must be responsible for control and supervisory tasks as well as guidance. Executive management and political discretionary decisions must be allocated to the popularly elected regional level.
The future regional level must have the primary responsibility for comprehensive regional development. A successful rural and regional policy requires that it is based on regional conditions and needs. State policies must be coordinated at the regional level. Relevant tasks that require political priorities, which should be seen in context and that is too extensive for the individual municipality to hold sole responsibility, may be appropriate to allocate to the regional level. A politically controlled regional level will thus be a necessary tool to ensure power and decision-making as close as possible to those it concerns. It is essential that the State hands over power to the regional level. 

KrF wants to:

· ensure a well-functioning and constitutional local democracy.
· ensure that the municipal resources match the tasks they are to perform.

· strengthen the municipal economic foundation to ensure the population good services.

· continue efforts to phase out and simplify laws, regulations and report systems.
· ensure that state reforms and orders are followed up with sufficient unbound state grants. 
· continue the consultation system between state and KS (the Association of Local and Regional Authorities) more binding.
· further develop intermunicipal cooperation.

· continue the transfer of tasks, power and authority from the State to regional and municipal levels where this is appropriate. 
· replace today's counties with fewer and larger regions, and ensure that these are directly controlled by popularly elected representatives. 

· coordinate state regional policy at the regional level through the new regions and work towards rational and good governance in which power and decisions are made at the lowest appropriate level. 

· ensure that the State regional division in the long term must be matched with the popularly elected to ensure the best possible interaction and cooperation between the two.

· transfer responsibility for the bulk of the Norwegian Public Roads Administration to the new regions by incorporating today's regional offices into the democratic regions.
· promote proposals for a new organization of Innovation Norway where the company's regional office is transferred to the regions. 
· stimulate municipal mergers on a principle of voluntariness in cases where this is appropriate. 
Defense and security policy 

The value of being able to live in peace and freedom is fundamental to human development. Of the six threat groups that the UN High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change urged the world to address, five discuss security-related issues such as war, violence, abuse, nuclear threats, terrorism and organized violence. Armed conflicts cause great human suffering, prevents development and cause great economic losses for the countries and populations that are affected. To create peace or reduce conflict levels are thus also an important factor in reducing poverty. 

The expanded security concept, which includes diplomatic, economic, social, political and environmental development, involves a far broader approach to security than before. It this there is an understanding that military means alone cannot create lasting peace.
Trends in security policy

International threats have changed. The number of conflicts in the world is going down. Previous wars involved states, while today's conflicts mostly occur within states. The prospects for peaceful development in Europe are good, and viewed in this perspective the development in security policy has long been dominated by positive trends. 

We are now seeing a number of indications to a change in the frameworks for security policies. This includes growing differences and rivalry on a global level, increased competition for resources, persistent challenges for the United Nations and NATO; not least related to international operations, and increasing challenges in the northern areas. This picture implies an overlap between the national and international, between peace, crises, armed conflicts and war.
The world faces a number of specific security challenges. International terrorism remains a threat for many countries, and there is a clear danger that we will face new forms of terrorism. With the increased threat posed by the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and long-range missiles, disarmament efforts have become more important. 

Secure access to energy, primarily petroleum, is important for many countries, and the importance of energy security will increase in coming years. Russia's strengthened financial position has been followed by a more self-assertive Russian security and defense policy. 

Global man-made climate change can lead to major changes in people's living conditions and conflicts because of limitations in resources such as water, food, habitable territory, minerals and energy.  

International cooperation is a prerequisite for peaceful international development and not least the strengthening of international law. The United Nations has a unique position to promote peace, development and security on the behalf of the world community. Regional organizations such as the African Union (AU) and others represent a great potential with regard to regional crisis management. NATO remains a cornerstone in Norwegian foreign, security and defense policy. The European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP) provide guidelines for Norwegian security policy and military participation in European frameworks. Common to all these organizations is a focus on contribution to international military operations and burden-sharing.

KrF wants to:

· fight for the fundamental values such as democracy, rule of law, human rights and safety to include all world citizens. 
· work towards strengthening the UN's role and ability to coordinate and manage various types of crisis management operations. 

· reinforce and support the reform processes of the UN in such a way that the organization becomes more effective and relevant.
· actively support the UN's work and development of initiatives related to human security.
· support regional organizations' ability to lead and conduct various crisis management operations.

· actively support NATO and NATO's development of a comprehensive approach to ensure better cooperation, collaboration and coordination between military and civilian actors and organizations.

· work for global nuclear disarmament. 

· introduce marking of Norwegian-produced ammunition and export legislations that apply to Norwegian-owned weapons factories, no matter which country they are in.
· seek to impose a legally binding international agreement that sets strict framework conditions around the trade in handguns, and require transparency regarding the production and export from weapons factories.
· introduce universal end-user statements.

Defense policy

The purpose of the military is to prevent war and conflicts, maintain the country's sovereignty and help to promote a peaceful development in the world with respect for human rights. 

The military has a number of tasks in peace, crisis and war, including maintaining sovereignty and the exercise of authority as well as peace-support and stabilizing operations. Great emphasis is put on Norway's ability to participate in international military operations. International operations are characterized by great complexity. Afghanistan is an example of this. If military operations are to create room for lasting political solutions and development, it requires the interaction of measures to improve safety, develop institutions and promote economic development. Experience from international operations has provided an increasingly clear understanding of the importance of civilian and military coordination to achieve success. The goal must be to find appropriate concepts and procedures for such coordination. How well military, civilian and humanitarian actors are able to interact and cooperate in the field have major impacts on whether or not the mission succeeds. 

Soldiers serving in areas at war have been subject to considerable psychological pressure over time. They have made significant efforts for Norway and international peace and security. Their efforts for the community must be met with respect and recognition. Soldiers serving in overseas operations must be ensured good follow-up to prevent and minimize delayed injuries. The military should have a medical follow-up responsibility the first five years after completion of service in the Army and later according to needs.

The adjustments in the military have given good results. We have gone from a mobilization defense to a defense with emphasis on quality and flexibility. However, major challenges requiring restructuring still remains. There is a lack of correspondence between operational and support elements of the defense structure. The distance between the politically decided structure and the approved budgets is extensive. A modern defense requires highly specialized expertise and advanced materials. The military is dependent on extensive recruitment both to national and international service. Compulsory military service is an important element in this recruitment. The core of the military service is that all able Norwegian male citizens shall be at the disposal of the nation from they are 18 until they are 44 years old. Those who do not complete the compulsory military service represent a national preparedness. The compulsory military service is essential for the military’s foundation and legitimacy in Norwegian society. 

KrF will therefore study to possibility of a system of extended military service, a mandatory community service in which all men must serve civil or military conscription. The community service can for example be served in schools, elderly care, development work or volunteer organizations. KrF wants youth to have the opportunity and obligation to make an effort for the community. In this context, a system of civilian peace forces should also be studied.
KrF opposes general conscription for women. However, KrF supports that the examination of men liable for military service is made mandatory for women to ensure that girls who want to do military service receive relevant information about this. 

KrF wants to:

· direct military tasks towards national crisis management, collective defense and international operations. 
· ensure that Norway's contribution to international military operations shall be anchored in law, preferably through the UN Security Council mandate.

· strengthen the military's cooperation with civil authorities and civilian actors, both nationally and in international operations. 

· establish a permanent body to coordinate and integrate efforts of Norwegian international operations. This includes military efforts, development assistance and humanitarian contributions. 
· ensure that the military receives a significantly enhanced capacity for surveillance and intelligence in line with the new threats we face in securing of our interests in the North. 

· maintain general conscription and consider system of community service for those not serving in the military.
· ensure that it should be developed a closer and deeper cooperation with other countries regarding military forces and operations within the entire breadth of defense operations.
· maintain presence of all defense branches and the Home Guard throughout bases in southern and northern Norway. 

· strengthen the Home Guard’s opportunity to manage their territorial responsibility by re-introducing decentralized management, and reverse the approved merger of the Home Guard district commands.
· maintain a Norwegian defense that at any given time is strong enough to ensure Norwegian sovereignty and territorial integrity.
· establish a separate education for the Home Guard personnel.

· ensure that environmental restrictions in the firing ranges of the armed forces are adhered to.
· ensure good follow-up for veterans. By ensuring economic security and welfare services tailored to the individual needs of each veteran.
Civil protection and emergency planning

The overriding goal of Norwegian security policy is to protect society from strikes and attacks from state and non-state actors. Civil protection depends on a well-functioning overall defense. The overall defense includes the utilization of military and civilian resources to maintain an organized and functional society, while protecting the population and the values of society.

The principles of responsibility, equality and proximity are guidelines for the effort towards emergency planning and crisis management. Those who hold responsibility in normal situations are also responsible in the case of extraordinary events. The daily organizational structure is to be as similar as possible to the one during crises. Crises should be handled at the lowest possible level. 

The term civil protection (samfunnssikkerhet) is used broadly and covers a whole range of security challenges, from smaller events, to bigger crisis-situations involving widespread danger to life, health, environment and property, through to the security challenges that threaten the nation's independence or existence. Quality risk and vulnerability analysis must be made to form the basis for emergency preparedness planning and measures of prevention.

KrF wants to:

· ensure that as many as possible should receive training and expertise regarding vulnerability and civil protection. 

· further develop information exchange, coordination and understanding of roles within the concept of the overall defense.

· further develop cooperation and work together to ensure comprehensive and coordinated crisis management at central, regional and local levels.

· still facilitate participation from NGO's and civil development communities during relevant military and civil emergency exercises.

· strengthen the role of the civil defense as a state reinforcement resource, and ensure secure frameworks for the procurement of necessary materials and protective equipment for personnel.

· strengthen the Directorate for Civil Protection and Emergency Planning’s (DSB) efforts of supervision, exchange of knowledge and coordination.

· ensure international cooperation on civil protection and crisis management within the frameworks of NATO, EU and UN. 

· maintain a satisfactory national food production based on security perspectives.

High North policy 

The high north is very important in a resource and environment perspective. New activities in the high north must be based on research, knowledge and the precautionary principle. With these preconditions KrF see great opportunities for new activities and business development in the north.

The high north is in focus because of its natural resources and strategic location.  

For the first time since time of the polar pioneers for over one hundred years ago, national and international attention is again directed at the Arctic and the high north. Rich fish stocks and major energy resources are the main reasons behind this development. Tomorrow’s resources, being various forms of life and resources in and under the sea, can multiply the natural resources represented in the high north and that we humans are in need of. Therefore, the high north seems to be one of nature’s major global pantries and treasure holds. A changed climate opens possibilities for new traffic arteries between east and west in the north becoming ice-free routes.
The international focus on the high north includes the entire circumpolar Arctic. When we in Norway context focus on the high north, we mainly refer to our immediate areas in the large area around the planet's arctic region. This is where Norway has its major interests. A primary concern will be deciding the nation-state boundaries and sovereignty areas. 

The ”grey zone” on the sea border between Norway and Russia and the 200 nautical miles zone must be agreed on. This represents issues that are challenging in negotiations and treaties. Additionally, it gives Norway significant challenges related to presence, monitoring and sovereignty claims. 

The high north is vulnerable and must be managed according to the principles of sustainable development and the "precautionary approach". Norway must have a leading role and be a pioneer with regards to management of renewable resources. The same applies to technology and environmental issues related to petroleum production. We must also make demands and be future-oriented when it comes to environment and security for an ever-increasing shipping traffic. 

People-to-people cooperation is the foundation for a positive development of the high north. Therefore, the cooperation of states, between people, cities, regions, businesses, organizations, and between people is essential. We have good traditions of cooperation in the Arctic areas of the Scandinavian countries and the Kola Peninsula. The cooperation with Northwest Russia is becoming more and more important. Cooperation must be broad: culture, management, nutrition, common labor market and development of skills are natural areas of cooperation. Democratization and human rights are also issues that must be at the focus of our cooperation with Russia.
KrF wants to:

· ensure Norway having an active intention to negotiate to secure a permanent border or dividing line between Norway and Russia in the Barents Sea.

· enhance our foreign policy that secures the Norwegian sovereignty claims over other important sea areas such as the 200 nautical miles zone around Svalbard.

· ensure that Norway facilitates and participates in value creation of the natural resources found in the high north within sustainable frameworks. 

· further develop Norway's good relations with Russia and pave the way for a broad cooperation both within business development and people-to-people cooperation.

· ensure that Norway participates actively in the Barents Cooperation and Arctic Council. 

· ensure that the military presence and sovereignty claims in the north are strengthened. The Army, Air Force and Coast Guard have a good starting point to accomplish this. It is important that the Navy's presence is strengthened. Olavsvern in Tromsø should be restored as Northern Norway’s naval base to strengthen presence in major waters in the north.

· ensure that Norway is working on a broad front to combat illegal fishing and other environmental crime. 

· work to ensure a sustainable management of resources in the Barents Sea and that Norway must become a world leader in environmental monitoring and oil-spill preparedness. 

· ensure demands for zero discharge of oil and chemicals into the ocean.

The High North policy includes focus on North-Norway

A strengthened national policy towards the high north must also involve increased focus on Norway’s northern region. If Norway is to succeed with its high north policy, we must also succeed in reinforcing settlements in the north. There are few things that will strengthen the nation’s interests in the high north as a strong and competent population who offer increased value creation and enhanced sustainable management. In the national high north policy this has received too little focus. KrF will strengthen this part of the high north policy.
KrF wants to:

· ensure that the relationship between future petroleum production, fisheries resources and environmental protection will find their solutions and clarifications through comprehensive and updated management plans.
· have greater effects on land associated with the production and value creation of both fisheries and petroleum resources. The region has challenges in creating new attractive jobs, especially to young people who often have few options to move.
· ensure that there, in connection with concessions and licenses for extraction, are specific requirements for the oil companies about active participation in building skills and including the region's businesses and industries actively in both development and operating phases.

· ensure that there, in relation to petroleum activities, must be built more than pipelines and offshore solutions. That state authoritative organizations, company organizations and organizations administrating operations are moved to the region must be facilitated.

· utilize and build up the region's education and expertise communities to participate in the commitment in the high north where competence and knowledge are main points. Specific programs under the Norwegian Research Council must be established for this purpose.
· strengthen the overall infrastructure in the high north. KrF wants a “high-north-billion” to strengthen the main traffic artery through the region: E6. 
· facilitate the development of Finnmark and Kirkenes as an important national and international gateway to Russia. 
· strengthen air traffic from central locations in Northern Norway and eastward to Kirkenes and Murmansk.

· strengthen the high north as a transport corridor between east and west. Railways from Narvik to St.Petersburg and from Kirkenes to Murmansk are two important projects.
· emphasize and strengthen the indigenous people perspective. 




Ideology and pratical policy 


The Christian Democratic ideology obligates us to a strong commitment for the individual and the environment. Practical policy must always be founded on  these factors. As humans we are imperfect, and the principles of the Christian Democratic ideology are the tools of reason. Our goal is a society that provides a high quality of life for everyone.











G G = All mothers who are not entitled to maternity leave with pay, are given a sum of money by the government.  For national insurance and public sector pension benefits, all earnings are calculated in units of basic amounts, G. In 2009 1G was equivalent to 72 881 NOK.


TRIPS The Agreement on Trade Related Aspects on Intellectual Property Rights


4 pillars (UNESCO’s four pillars: Learning to know. Learning to do. Learning to live together. Learning to be.)


INON  Areas in Norway without major infrastructure development





BSU Housing savings for youth (Boligsparing for ungdom)
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